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To the Right Worſhi full 7 
. , Atkens, Mayor, Jobn Bly JIE | 
with: the reſt of the: Burge Ton B, 
 Affiſtants, and Inhabirants. 0 Þ 
 Tivertow. | "2 ET 

Beloved 7th » the Lord, :. : 

Pa Het reaſon Tow -l 7” "8 
\ others ) have: to. read.:and- 

c0nfader the things which T-+ 

| reſent to your ew ; , the 
cation : of the treth laid. befite you pil ta 

o& tat matty of you are convinced that [0a = 

T pon my beart, and het fins . L 

F ondertaks 3s only to mgage your hearts more * 

Job 6: Upon this abcount 1 exrotftent 


go cow plpance with is. 
15T hertls rockgbed it whe cboiceſt | 
4 cies, that the Lord enangſiny, me #1[01 


! ; xk Ya among you, \and' bath made _ 2 
* pane what Fb ape. Op; y eh 


8a wo 
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723n the mit a rejoycin a, ome. *; 'T bers 
EE batſadt - p of reneng ' others, for: whom 
 Thave ſometimes rb Feat Ce agaiit 
x reat ears; Since Thave known any thing of 
5 * Prtoching \* ( and indeed it is little bart. yet 
| fv of 5 ) T hawe Preach'd very much by 
.” what. I bave jeg and known of: your ;tempers 
" aft Conditions, wall cant JaC through Mer. 
q 0) FLSA my labour bath not been together 
712 vain. 1 bleſ; s- God that T can'thinkon ſome. 
* of you-with delight; the entertainment ' which 
| you bave given to the Word, and the gracious 
. Impreſſions which you carry upon your ſpirits 
 aremy. rejoycing þefore. the Lord; Tet give me 
 leavi Pe Yon,that the munbod df fComer. 
:  . ed 03" it butt ſmall* in compariſa or = 
3 Convinced ones which T have aerud 
. you; Many. bave received the Woi - 0 
trembling, others wabjoy3.7 et et often 1/7 
; en gs end freng workvig'ef\ they 
d not:gonceal;bave enher gramn cold ap in; 
w—_ elſe have. contented.themfelues with #'luke- 
warm profeſſions; This I camtruly ſaybath a- 
bated much of ' my. (orpeerhnfors ; and: ſo 
4 have the impreſions af. theſe things bgen 
upm my ſpirit, that.many: ſad: thaughts: have 
Fenngh in me.that ſurely my lubour- is neer at an ' 
end ih that placeg andube Eordavilicdl! nie off | 
- . either by -death(c:145\ be 'threatued of the ):'or. © 
om other. way... \Vpon this *confrderation - 1 
_ have been _ fo Lynn to-thoſe whodefired 
| that . 
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ed as: m_— a wi We. a 


| "7" dicatory x] CS. 
bor thſe few: Sermons. went be. RO uh. 
licks: that by this "means they might lie before © - 
Jon, either to quicken you” or Yo _ e: £90k, that "0 
when 'yore ſhall netther hear; nor fee- me, you. :; 
may ſee in ihem how'my. heart food: affefted tom 
wards you : and poſſibly-the view of »beſe lines... |} 
= 1ay awaken the convitfions. which ſome of yeu 7? 
rf bave buried, the perſwaſions which in ſome are |; 
decayed, and the reſolutions which ſome of you 
bave taken up for God, but not followed : Oh 
when this Book, falls into any ſuch. bands, (as; 2 
doubtleſs ſuch it-will meet withall) let me in” © 
treat thoſe herein concerned 'to-ſuſſer theſe _ 2 
thoughts to dwell a little -upon their: hearts. \ * 
' Firft, that their hearing. as well as my preachs - ; 
ing mut come t0 judgement. F 
Secondly, that Convictions ſlightedy Perſwas 
foons not imprived. Promiſes and. purpoſes brow 
Reng will be the worſt companions that you can 7 
carry to Hell-yith you'; et this T am aſſured of . * 
that many of you-cannot' periſh birt under the- 
weight of many of theſe.. S 
T have-obſerved two.ways, in which eſpci "» 
ally the Dewil couzens gonvinced ſouls. +; 
Firft, in the Time : he tels them it is 106 ſoon 
tobe: ſerious 1m youth, another time will ſerves. * 
thus many. periſh: under delaics.. Toiprevent 
1] thin evd, I. RG you formerly. with a, ſmal 
Treatiſe ,* heb IT bope hath. * The Young, 4 
Setiferdyou fulyef the ang Mans Men; 4 
eager dings 
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| ;s wrought ; if he fees 
| that Ebay wil femerbing yea and that the 
- Jen is: agreed upon: the. time, that it muſt be 
Now while © ircalled to-day, thew be ftrives ro 
bs thew..” Firſt, + ith Neg tives. He tels 
” thensthex. ere not as theymere, and therefore 
| abiowelk Hetok them they are changed ; and 
| | 36214y be true, though they are not made New: 
 #f thoy be oivil or maral that were 
and pci this be. per ſw ads them is "vas 
b  ry.much but-if be: faffer then to'pat on a'form 
FE of prays > hu _ net rheboart'5rhen 
A them that their Reformation its fall 
, is Se ad. moaſure beaped np, preſſed 


n, aud TURHing OVer —_ al this time 


+: Fhave per A ing 5 
that you might be the bertay #ble'3 ks 


f the mo: oy nos prin eond om 


Dr furs? bane league fake Gf 
F _ "being offoBionately willung to be"; 
you all. Leto: adds wort #0", you renee 
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little cloſe pry 


w? J 
Are theſe Times _ - uoſur _ what 
conſiderable height are you. grown in Chriſti» © 
anity fince you turned your backs upon thoſe : 
Opportunities you once counted. precious? Ah let | 
me tell you;hough you have deſerted meg] cane ©: 
not caſt you out of my thoughts, cet ua 
Prayers, trafting that the Lard will bring back ? 
ſuch have ſebthoe Leer bo ſeek bim Mn trund, | 
as. be hath done' ſame already, in. Na th to | 
Prayer.Jet you kyow oat I have loft a 'y 2 
| Jour leauingof mebut the 6 
» | frrtber ſerviceable te.yaur end rh det 
to me is a great loſs ; for # | 
advantages that Thave of bow rom Holt io poo 
ſouls in the groai Rome: of God, : 
I 4 


It ie av ecafie Matter to Pre opileſe that 3 
have no ghace t0 any form ; and" this were a. ] 
poor low thing to makg our intereſt. By this © 


meanes it is as eafie to "v4 young ww 
| ouls 
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ye ce Hh wh to'Chriffieni tys 
Joly that you are ar« 
joe 170 mn forme; ard my fear'ss 
ap ren + that youw » L ber others from going 
> Deyond 70! j per ſwpaiin them into an opinion of 
| 1 "rhe Woes, that they ave Chriſtiens, before they 
7 kiew what it i#to be ſuch. 
Sb may prevent any of you from abſcarry- 
E * by any way, I ſhall heartily Bleſſe the Lord, 
» and rej Ac ce be alſo'a helper of your Faith. 
As caval, 


ly my friends' of all ſorts, Lay what you 
of may bear real to the Word, and 


| Pi hihth #rÞ8 to both;\and judge faithfully in' this 
k. - ter: Put if tothe \Dueftion whetber you are . 
Altogether Chraſtians or '#0, 4nd reſolve to be 
- feb,cr-t6 be: nothing. Be in good earneſt with 
God, ahd cleave to hins with ful purpoſe of heart. 
| Obfalfif ny Joy Which you Cannot more confile» | 
= rably further then by" candid acceptance,” and 


fezeriour improvemedt of what T here ten« 
to .yoir; That it "may'be every way for your _ 
a, ING bave with it" the Prayercof 


4 Hig -Your villing ſervant 1 in the. 
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oe T WI el + wi 
LES. make Apologi, £7 
>; duftions tomy. Dilchunſatts 
Yee bvcas this eime.l congilnlets 
1s cohvenicng, if not yecetiis 
ry to ſpeak. ſomcthing. of. ehis "nagope 
hough it be ſufficient warrant fob tf Eto 

r_ | pitch upen:this portion which [ havek 
ſen, becauſe .it is the word. of. the Lord; 
and the ſame conſideration: 1s rg 
enjoyn you beſt attention ; yer there-jy I 
ſomething mn more, which hath. fwayed: with. 
me to:kaK pu words int9 my, ſerious 
yo Ke: fio- preſent the reſult of. theny,, 
to. You s. WY wich ; I. hope. when. ou have: 
red, they-will ſeem a5 additional ar. 
ments ec ken your. ſpirits, '2nds.yax my 
WL zccoutit your [elves pariicularly enga=; 


= up » which 1 pare rok : ſuit wall 
op wit leh chat whictfT- a z but my 
Ng elolutions to proſecute that _ hanged 
ne imprdflions which the Lord-niacc 

E upon me in my late ſickneſs. | 
I —F Twasvitned with weaknefs, is known 
” xo.you all; but how great is was, and how 

+ near to the grave ic brought me, is known 
[hue two few. But in this, (whighywas the 
| foarcſ Which I bver experien@d,)yea inthe 
very height and 1 Tony of itwhen wy 

* Fricnds « id many of them look upon me as 


: | pas a ſentence Saf denth,then Was $eI90t 


| to Ive tric a particular Huxance | 
y eeOneryſtom tharſcripture, Pſ.x _ 
= 4 nor die, but live, and declare the 
| nk ofih _ Lok D. 
cond! y; a-particular knowledge ofthe 
| time 'of m oy recovery, from Hof.6.2. After 
- two dayes 1 wilt revive thee, in the third day 
Twill raſe thee np, and thou ſhalt [ive im my 
'- 6ght:AIE which I found cxafitly made good 
| Bnto'mic to:a day, according tothe Word of 
: pes Lord, which was then ſet upon tmy ſpirit. 
- .2*Fhiraly, the Lord did not ondy aflutc 
| eo! nr ife, . but did alſo appoirit me'out 
my without which 1 account ,my 
F: Ife Rf bats At that time TRE 


_ ſoners cragg their' chains after chems;1 amy 
_ SonvIncedunder the word inthipplace(an I 
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| was under 


ro.C dition of this - 
place 3 and:canfdering the peopleof it, T. 
rank them underthree: Heads. 7, fv, 
_ Firſt, ſome! that minded nor God;. nor : 
Religion, and-that ſar unſkakemunderyhe-? 
Word. #25 Liotta 
Sccondly, ſomethat I hope have received: 
it,and that do ſincerely delire to follow it; . * 
Thirdly, ſuch as halt betwixt two.opinis: * 
that are wrought-upon by the. Word, and : 
are under ſtrong convictions,and workings: 


2-0 
3 1%, 
S- 

a> 


of ſpirit, but yet are not brought fully to- 


clote with Chriſt; theſe are lam pe Was 
ded not a few in this place, The ſerious. 
confideration of theſe -did moſt. of all a+. 


wrought in me ſtrong and/ earneſt ele 


grieved meto:ſce ſo many. ſouls like Lars. 
dicea, Rev. 3. 15. Lukewarns, onlike Epbras-: 
im, half-baked, Hoſ. 7. % it did nota liz>+ 
tle erouble my ſpiricto ſeeſo many; perk n 


carty their convitions.about chemy, as pri» 
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perfwaded if every perſon; that hath be 
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F - tha ©hath'ha & ome kinide of | plifratond : 
\ to come: Fe CHHAA; atid yer ſtands 1 icour} 
* ha&þat=chain about his Lepp, weſhould 
- hears fearful ratlifig of from when theCon- 
, -pregarion moves; "Thus wasrhy ſoul grie« 
- ed for many of you; but my * affe&ions 
l - Bid not fpend themſelves in pittying,bug 
3 - awakened my :deflres; and} then caſt a« 
| boirme howT'raight” be'! ſerviceable to 
- you: with that little jnch of time that the 
Lord ſhould give me; eyento youthat ſeem 
Y Letfons tirnes not to befar from the King. 
| domof God; and yetif.you go no farchers 
, never fikeGcore there; 
B "While piyvhoughtswere thus workingzi 
| pleaſed che- Lotd to fer! this:portion : of 
bf ripttve which haveread unto you: upon - 
| my IP, in which I'ſaw your condition 
- exaQly: preſented in-Aprippa. But this word 
Py If was not” barely brought home to me, 
” brethoLord gave ir-then | to my thoughts 
; | thoſe whings'which' 1 have to dclivcr' to 
; you,fo chart may ſafely: ſay;that, hee puc 
; - the word Into my mouthz-for what Lhave 
| now to deliver; both. for the dotrine, a 
all. the particulars, relating to-<xplain wv 
confirm ic were pemr'd/ when Lwas ungble. 
: F /poverfi a pero; -chey were: fratnce fn inmy | 
pr | 0 hora meraparin-ay my ' 
by-a friend tiarcanictovitit me; _!.-;;-; 
"T7 Thel 4s AMER: firſt that © 
ou. 
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Fey PIO Pe ENT + ns i. 
you may: be peronalege on <byapy : 
thing of wzakneſs .inthis diſcourſe, knows. - 
Ing it was compoſed. in the midſt ot, wealks / 
e« if my ſelf to you, but to preſens. your; cons ->; 
18s | ditions before you, and thatwith all man»: : 
5 || ncr of plaianeſs: MEE 
« | Secondly,that if. you meet withany thing | 
o | uſefull. and ſcalanable., You:montd give ; 
e || the Glory.to God:z: if the Word meet with 
1 || any of your fouls, fay,the Lord hath-mes 
. | with me this day; if it hitas righe as Davids © 
> | Rone-did, -and flick: in your forxcheadss J 

know. ltheew it ashe-did, nothy. kill, but 

| Þy. Faith; .it-is: the. Lord-that guided. my 

| hand. If any ſay; Can allthatwhich is.de- 7 

| livered in ſeveral ſermons be the produt of. . 
a few. hours meditation ? PLE | 


can ſay without faining what Zacob offred 
to excuſe his haſty dinner for his. Father, 
Gen.27.20.The Lord brought it.unta my hand, : 
Thirdly,.to ſhew.,you. what ſpecial and 
peculiar reaſon ſome of you baye toattend ** 
diligently to what, ſhall be ſpoken; you! 
cannot but-ſce a anger in the margenthida 2 
ding you. obſerye,. and: the hand. of God : 
pointing} at;you; tor: though hee ſpeaky * 

J ineycry word, yet - more eſprcial J.in-. 
#F fuch-as.he {ends by ſpecial metſengers, or” 3 
 dir<Bs; to, us. by lmgular .and remarkable * 
 Providenccs.. Naw there arc. two, this 


wy > 
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3 — "Thedange — 
Etats you'op to liſten to thi « 
 word/as er Bran fe common and ordines 


2 7 2-Euinfiderations | 
© -F1ift, ear one is ratfed fromthe dcad eo | 


4 bn that this word was put into his 
© month, eſpecially for your fakes, fo that he 

| 3 WW; chat this work which he is about 
p 1s'parc :of © his great errand, for 
the Lord feat him back again to 


$7 = you may know that 1 "a 
upon my heart: in all condicions, in 
FEED as = — in life and in 
- JeachBur'? none of theſe things move you 
Þ Ki that” God: will raiſe as Nineve in 
| ement againſt you, who repentedat 
S isword, whom God had bronghc from 
$oipirr Nay the rich man in hell will 
come againſt you, who perſwaded himſclf 
Eid brettiren would repent if one from 
& dead were {ent unto them; and thac 
Wottrs worſe, the! Lord who hath now 
raiſed” me up for you,; will raiſe me upto 
* rpndemn you 3 yea this word which I'now 
| -mreach'to you, ſhall bercrrible, and you (hal 
' not foe _ to ftand before it-in the day of 


I LE ne To fuffckent (and to fone may ap». 
Yrbieet then _—_ to my preſent oc. 
caſion of handling th e words;*Now' tothe | 
occ 


| occafion ot the words thantafoins hey 

BE lieinthe Fexe. 09 387/081 M4. Haghs. ok 

" 13/The-riſe of theſe Words is evidetr & be © 

toll from Pra! His UfBourſe,of which we haven 
&f full account in this Chapter, ©: - © $1OI-al 

ell The fabſtaticeof his fpecch was ro defend + 

hed himſeFeagainfthe accularictia&the Fewe | 

ut before'e-Szrippe; Feſtus, the Gov O 

or | Bernice, with oghers that ſatas] 

elite ld and' the p;. The <1 h 

| = princip ;al He | PFCFP. 

ved | Firff, pad ore his Ie, ariſes wk : 

In 8 iy of ig zcal againſt the Chriffiansb 

in | bis converfion, irom'v. 4-t013, 

* | _——— woridk al conreronjuy, | 

n£$-13:? 

it Thirdly, bis pradjce and profeſſis on ah | 

n | wards, ver-19- 23. . 

It The next confiderable 'is the fre of 

If ©-bis ſpeech ; Is wrought ratipully upon FY 


Wa 
t iſt, Feſtus deemed him mad; ya he : 

ought his madneſs was not.common 35 he : 
judged it to be a learned madneſs ; Not be= - 
g ablcto entertain the DaArines whiich he 
preacht of the RefurreRion,, nor to.c1 dit 
"AY Yy which Paul told of $ conver ON, © 
E© tho ht that thefe were ' but clou, 7 
and. eel es ofhis brain which was overs 4 


condly, Agrippa is of anther mind | 1 
and 


Dogg 
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| "char he is rn wening pd peers 
*F © zme over to-Paul. 

Er. 4; Thizdly, the-whole Councel took fuch 
IS his diſcourſc,that they all 


{ agree t| . Eerie Ingpornt, 6 verſe 304 3b 


E words with the 7 dons and EN Us ch 
ther to Puuls ſpeech,orto Feſtus z if we con= 
as It as relating. to che firſt , then ic ſhews 
- us the ground.of Agrippe's perſwation. th 
. Iftq; [itter, then. it helps to hei _ ir 
I periw waſion, and to: ſhew us how 0 
3 Was at: the. preſent. : Then, (viz) ws b 
Gaye had confidered of what Paul had 
en cichcr-in his-firit ſpeech which was ſo 
/ x0 all the Counci), although dircQed more li 
eſpecially "tohim, ver. 2. or in his reply co. d 
; Fol _—_ if we conſider theſe. perſwaft- If a 
- ons. in Agrippe to ariſe from Pauls gcncral a 
+ ſpecch, it will according to the Rp of ic 6 
| ord us theſc Obſcryations: Firſt, from 
* the relation of Pauls former courſ: of life. 
_ Obſerv. _ That when the Lord makes 
F preat and, viſible changes upan_open and 
© violent .cnemies of. his wayes,.. he, cauſes / 
E * much of convidtion to fall _ the ſpirics- 
- road g "OP 5 for they, . 
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WR 2© Ay 
confute with reaſori, il ns conclude* - 
that there muſt be ſome remarkable-thingy '< 
ſomething of weight thac muſt cauſe fac. 
change. ah 
Second, from the manner of bizcorves ©: 
fion. Obſerv. The difcovering of the wo 
change 1s wrought in,'i is as ufeful: andcon»! . 
vincing ſometimevssthechange it (elf; Pant -- 
hought it no Idle;KRory to tell them how! - 
God brought him &ver, aswell asthathe_* 7 
had: done it.” This ma may ſerve dl ed 
the pradtices of tholetgwho' defire'to know: © * 
the way of Gods- working upoſ "fouls in 
the bringing. them over to Chriſt; knows 
ing how demonfſtrative thisis of the work 3 
of grace, beyond a barc profeſling that I he 3 
believe, 'or repent. JE 
Third, Fromthe'accountthar Pun! gives A 
of hivafcer-praftiſe. Ob. That boldneſt/in- 
living upto thetruths-we areconvinc'd of;. 
does make much for the convincingof ſack 
as yet have nbt received:thetruth; This 
argued that there was ſomething of realic 
tyin-chat relation - which he'' made'of his 
change,andthe manner, whichac firſt hear- 
ing might ſeem ridiculous, and'incredi. 
ble-, They: who confidered' how: Paul-fols 
| lowed the truth in praiſe, and with what : 
J hazardihe it., might; conceive: chas | 
J his converſation was no-drearn; | - 2: * 
: App, we':may refce theſe! wks. 
DAR | PAWS. 
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h he takes the advantage of 
ng "PimCelf both againſt his gener; 


; Ho | Nr vnky ay ran Fete 1] 


by xhe Ta and the. particular tm. 


"20 put upon-him by Feſtucy 2-24 and 
FB nbd CN Bid of two things, 


hb did: much'-conduce to his preſent 


+ REA Agrippa's general know 
| hip of cuſtoms, and memorable ftories, 
eſpecially of the. truth fe mee , 
of: A laced and queſtioned, yea cenſure 
by Feftus: | 


Secondly, A s. general afſent ur ) 
| hrtings comin in ef fcripmures, v.27. 


_ Theſe things being hanſomly couched in 
þ nts ys Lune 

My riþpe 
7 = thou perſwadeft me he 


er abun 
I-Iti4 a great advantage or a Mini- 
flee 4 whenthepeoplc he is to deaal withal 
haveſtre principles hid beforchand for 
him to-fafien bis word. unto. This was the 
'  advancage- that! Pay/ had upon: Azrippe, 
| _ more then upon. the reſt of his is Juice and 
| therefore: he himſelf Toll kia 
 andwith good ſucceſs. -: 

co: Ohferts Ther muſt be much wiſdome- 


Mit " 


1 


thing thar might further or facili 
; thiewas che craft which F "*2 
ons;:2: Cor. 1.2: 16s Being erafty' Me g] wt = 


""N with guile. Hofaw Agrippa was'the ficzelt es 


S ſon ro work upon, and be efpied* w war 

in him to lay hold of,therefore he Horn Þ 
upon: this: mark. - 

OBſ. 3. A word of. comimenitation h 

encouragement ſonerimes giverito/th 

rer, gainesmachreſpedt to the trach' 

Thus we finde' that' applaaſe which : PW * 
gave to A , he returns eo the” | 
which he profeft, and declares himſU? a4 ? 
moſt overcome with the þ Þ. -} 


nexien: of the = w_ 

upon Paxls ſpeech x us. We may & 
ſider ic alſo —_ gen. toF 
his cenſure u 


ſaid Agrippa, - 
naw Ca —_ 


| th ys me 
| Jae ben the Goel had beet cen 


G £ 4's 3. 


SLY 


a of leing 

5 folatelyby'a potentiman;'anda Ruler, ind 
| in thepreſence: of the Fews' who were the 
=" 


poltles accuſes, and ſtrong enemics of the 
., word hethad deliver:d : Then: and: there; 
tipps to make ſuch a: Declaration as 
7 bis. tin GevGur of the truth, was much; -con+ 
' fideringit thus, we may obſerve, + 
- Firſt, the' Lord -doth oftentimes cranks 
| ſome toftand up for the truth and the Pro- 
. fefſorsof i itin | many ſtraits, who yet never 
. recciveit themſelves.” - | 
© ..; Secondly, whatgrcat conviftions do fall 
| "-npanthe ſpirits of fome-thien, -who yet are 
ever favingly wrought upori. It muſt needs 
| "or conceived, | that the impreſſions were 
ww Aerip p#s ſpiritgthat they: ex- 
pa mop {ex an open profcſſion 
wt {this d9:2t, oc atime-and-in- ſich; a 
;Bac-chis tcurh will comemore fully 
der Our conſideration" from the words: 
-- themſelves; ;onely'this circumſtance may 
{- gIVc ome light to that which lies ſo open 
p go the Texrir ſelf.. 
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$4 the hederelf on which __ aoh de rin” k. 
made dgrippe ; It aro tby ya. E. 
pertwaton, The pofwadefime, 0 
Secondly, The objc of thisp ſion; 4 
that is, embracing and profefling the golpe - 
of Chriſt. | 0 
Thirdly, the meaſure of ally perſuaſion, 3 
"ll Almoſt. 3. 
le Almoſt, $y ſs; In parvogl in « liteley or 
F ſomething 1 ſhould+ be a Chriſtian with 
DN thee. Pay! ſeems to take him in this ſence. 
when he wiſhes that he-were ar he,y) # 3M ; 
I y i mac not agely in litele,butin-machy | 
CH not onely in ſome things, bit/in'all;; X82: 
- Some read'it oY 2uſsz7gnd: Mn. 3 
|| and: x1; or xoſe-;that-is, thou baft pers 
- | ſwaded' me-in alittle” timeg or: by-a ſhort 
Ny ſpeech to be a Chriſtian, 'Some«cranflaters 
4 F render ic by propemodum, and ours- follow- } 
4 them, and it. is very aIcy allic hr weichind " 
$' 4 liedde thou perſwadeff' 1 0100001: + "il : 
Y } ii: Perſwadet- me , nel$ek it fignilier! bock 
1 ſuadere, & perſuadere, cither touſe meaney - | 
to-bring a man'to our opinion, erpraftiſe - 
L by arguments - and'exhortations,: or ele ho 
pravail upon the' party; and briog himiro 
what we. defire. 0010-161 
!:Firſt;$ometimes itis thi for exhoriing 3 
"and Laggioning only, Ads 1844. He reaſoned. 3 
; in the Jymogogue every $ abbath, 'and: perſwa= 23 
4 - ded the Era and the. Greeks. 'Thiv:was Ca. Y ot 
T wa nantis.. a 
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red what he did-not ctte& « but this col 


3 © not be the ſenſe of dgrippeherc,: for Pa 
E haduſed no particular exhortation ro him, 


Secondly, it {ignificsto prevailc - apo 


; and to bring a perſon to reſt in what w 
- note the influence that Pauls diſcourſe had 


b&; on: Agripps, infomuch ” that it brought | 
| to 


afſcntunto what he ſaid, and tcoproh 

foe himſelteyen almoſt readyto joyn withſſ 

in profeſling the ſame things. - | 

be a Cbriftaght , | that:.is, to. become aff 

Diſciple, and follower of Jcſus Chriſt. 1 
ſhall preſent you, with wy thoughes of theſe 

+ words a$ they were pr tome in our, 


Þ If rota g we read them, they af-ſh 


.” ford this Obſervation. 
E 1 _— Nen) ta) be almoſtthat never will 
| boſtians:; they May be al» 
in fopct of their perfwalions, 
ds fack] in Dries their 


q whi 5a on Loder I ſhall 


"" Firſt, lay down ſomething ER | 


| ral oof of this. 


34 


5» I fhall particularly open and | 
| Waſatch I | 
Thirdly, I ſhall apply i it: 


a E &: Thatebe is a truth, is car om any | 


b m__— .and examples in the Scripture. -* 
VoHow far did Saul go, the firſt Kingof If. | 4 
Fee}, ( 1 wiſh he had been the aft 74 

fehiſs truth ) he bid fairer for Heaven-:rhen © - 
Us =p do that have ftorng worm = 3 
_ cemed to be good amen ng good '% 
Sam. 10. 10. he propheſic among | ahi w 
Prophets ; nay he ſeems to beigood by A 
"if fingularity;hc oppoſes fin when the 
— Mircam ran aga "im, and 'fcems excees 
_ > ſing render of the ſins of others, 1 Sz. 14. 
BB, 34-yea he ſeems to be ſo zealous a ink g 
athe would not ſpare his'dear : 
Jang 1 Sam. 14-44-there was (x Fen.1o6 v4 
uch a change-upon him as was viſible,ond&= 
made him another man,ycathis'changewarias 
o deepyſthat it reached to the very heart of p 
., him; it is ſaid 1 Sam. 10.9. God gave: _7 
Senother ar this was not : tho % 
angc, ad not A new a 
or. hearts neither was! TO 
ough another man. 
The young man in the Goſpel _—_ "Y 
ought as a clear and pregnant teſtimony 
of this truth, Mat. 39, fo. fee how'tar he * 
; 0 gab be rome I 
- Fand not willing to ercheprofeſlcs 

{fdefireto knaw and do more yet : hat lack 
+I zet? this man went ſo far,that Chriſt him» * 
© Jfelf fayesof him that he was not far from - 

ma kingdom of Godzyet ſoncarashecame | 

, © It, he never reaches it, Tr: 
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as this ty add the three ſores 0 
£3 ohrhorir are condemned byChrilt 
under the notion of bad ground, Lake 8:12, 
ps © 2314: the 'worſt of the 'three did -more 
then barcly hear the word; they did'receive 


7 it,and'that intotheir hearts; for it-is ſaid © 


OS. 1 1. 
"TY P.- 
» 


” the fony.ground (which was ,wonſt of che 
- three; that .che devil cook the word, ( not 
before- it came at their hearts ) but out. of 
their hearts; he did not take their hearts a 
way, {o that they minded not what wat 
ſpoken, 5 he: doth many mens and. wo 
but'he' rook. it away aſter they had 
" redolvedi it. Both:cthe other go thus fars.anc 
x ſomewhar farther 3-for their reception 0 
- uheword i is noted with ſome additional cir 
*cumftances;, as the ſecond received it with 
*X Joy, and did_not Joſe it preſently, vill in 
Sea of time cares and pleafures choaked i it; 
| whe" +thix wy ecded: both. theſe, tor. it 
Eng d improved the Word, in 
ons forth ſome fruits,only'it wasnotto 
'perteFibn; If all this be not ground enough 
> bath: rect s concluſion upon, look to the 
Loareins, .and-ſce:ibow far they. go 
blapoinyend how like, they were tothe 
Wite,” M: «25-8, 2332 <z Ca 
{> Firſt, 'as for theio profeſſion, It was ith 
bleghey had lawps in theig hands.” * 
þ mo this-wasnotan ignorant peo- 
-:ollion ne ther,. far oy bad: ofl in the 
AT | La 
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almoſt a Chrifion. up 7 
Lamp, ſome illumination, and fome con- | ? 


vi&ions to keep this proteffion alive. 
Thicdly , their profeſſion was not with- 
out praicc, intimated incheſe expreſſions, 


Firſt, They went : they were upon ſome* 


motion, they did perform ſome duties, and 
obſerve Ocdinances. | 
Secondly , They went forth, (viz.) they 


= Icft many behind them , they went out 
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from that condition of life in which they 


had tived,and they took up another courſe. | 
Thirdly, they affociated themſelves with | 


theſe who didin truth fear God 3 they ac« 
companied the wiſe Virgins. | 
ourthly, chey complyed with their de- 
ſign,and profeſtchemſclves the followers of 
Chriſt, they went ta meet the Bridegroom. 
Fitthly , they did in every thing behave 
themſelves ſo like the wife Virgins, that 
they were not diſcerned , nor ſuſpe&ed by 
the wiſe Virgins ; the coming of Chriſt firkt 
dete&ed them. ng 
Sixthly, their confidence held out unto 


thevery laſtzfar when-the Bridegroomcame- 


they roſe to trim their Lamps , thinking to 
g0 in with the ocher, but were deceived. * 

Laſtly , there was nothing wanting bat 
that which was inviſible , viz. oyl iz their 
veſſels: they wanted grace in their hearts , 


Jand therefore though theſe came thus nigh 


rjto the very door of Heaven and cry Lord, 
; B 


> 
4% 
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Lord, E 
; Os 1h 
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| Lord open tous, yet it is in vain; Chriſt an- 
| ſwers them as ſtrangers , I know you not; if 
| there needed any thing more ro make this. 
; propolition clear, I could inſtance in, Fudes 
 ahd Demas, and others who went. beyond 
F theſcalſo, being not onely profeſſors, but 
| preachers of the truth to others. But it is 
* needleſs to infiſt longer upon. the proof of 
- that which the many ſad experiences and | 
examples of- our preſent age hath made ſo 
manifeſt, How many hath this Age brought 
forch of this kind, who have climbed high 
in profeſſion, but have fallen from the mqft 
vitle glorious appearance of godlineſs to | 
the. moſt, abominaþble prophaneſſe, to be 
- as confcientioully vile: as ever they were: 
Gri& This ſball ſerve for the general proof, 
by which you may ſee that this is a truth 


: which T have propounded. 
Crap. LI]. 


The Dodrixe more particularly explained, 
þ this may be the better underſtood 
I 1 ſhalll make enquiry into theſe two 
things. | | | 
Firft , what kind of perfivaſions men 

may have, which yet are not gracious... 
S:condly, from whence theſe do ariſe; | 


and in th13 1 ſhall conſider two things. 
; ” Firſt, 4 


mm _— OY 


ED 


ww 00U 5 - O& i i= wn, 0 


| parate us from the love of God which is in- | 


. alfa v f Han YL "0 < . 
Firſt, whenee it'is that they extend fo fare 
Secondly, why they reach no' farther. - ! 
Forthe firſt, what kind of: perſwafſions |. 
theſeare, which yet prove nor cffeGualto' | 
che britiging men over to Chrift, it is ' ne». 
ceffary to ſhew you firſt what-Perſwaſion is: * 
a-perfwaficn is'a moral bending of the *' 
judgementor will to truth , or goodneſfe, 
which are theirproperobjeAs, whether they ? 
be real ovapparent3- tt 1s ſonicetimes taken 
for” the inclining*of 'the Jadgement , tlie: ? 
bringing *of+ any one to reſt in what we” 
lay ſoit fignifies as much as conviion- } 
of atruth;-and if this be'very tull and clear, 
then it imports as mach as affurance; ſoit * 
istaken, Rom.$.38. I am perſwaded , that is, - 
I an/affared), -thit 19thing ſhal be able toſe« . 


Chrift Feſus our Lord, 1do not heſitate or 
doubt at all about this: thas it reſpets the- } 
underſtanding and judgement. 1 
Secondly, it is taken ( and that moſt ': 
commonly) for the working over the Will - : 
to ſome duty or deſigne, either good in it * ? 
ſelf, or made fo toappear; thus it is uſed,  ! 
Afts 13.43. and chap. 18. 13. and fo inthis | 
place. This perſwaſion reſted in the Will, - * 
and had forits end, Aion, following of ' : 
Chriſt. / cue | 
In the firſt ſenſe 'Mazxy may be ſaid to 
perfwagde; The underſtanding andJjudge- * - 
Fo B 2 mene -. 
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Emans reaſon does give light to anothers. 
= But in the ſecond ( it wetake it inrefe- * 
rence to the chief gaod) it is Gods prerogas- 
Exive only to perſwadc;he only can penetrate 
the Will,and turn it to-its proper obje@, Pſ. 
" 110.3. In the day of thy power thy people ſhal 
| be willing. Theretore Noah praying tor, or 
| propheſying of 7aphets condition , ſays 
| thus, Ger. 9g. 27- The Lord perſwade Fa- 
| pbet, and he ſhal dwelinthe tents of Shem: we 
read it ordinarily, The Lord enlarge Faphet, 
but it may be as wel rendered, perſwade 
{ him. The word is 7apht , of Patach, apernit, 
-1t fignifics - properly to open a thing, and 
| Mctaphorically to perſwade g becaulc ;the 
* heart muſt be'opened:in.perſwading. Now 
when Noah prays that the Gentiles which 
* cam2 ot Faphet ſhould be brought into the 
© Church , which was to be ſetled in the Fae . 
| mily of Shem, he prays that. God would 
" cn. their hearts, and effeRually perſwade 
| chem, for-he-, was onely ſufficient in- this 
- N11 LEED. : 1:44 5 | £4 
| But to com? nearer to the buſjneſſe. in 

| hand, w2 areco confider whac kind of pers«. 
© ſwaſions unregencrate: men may have; if -- 
welook to the firit kind for thoſe whichre- 
F ſpcX che underſtanding and judgement ,. 
[ they nay go very far; nid ſo far,” thatthey 
| may feem nor only almſt., but epoge- 
E- "er ' ther 


' 


"almoſt a Chriſtian. 


ther Chriſtians, The judgement and rea-- 


ſon may b= for God,and may aſſent to eves } 
ry thing:that is good , when the Will is for ': 
nothingthat is good. As for example,l ſhall * 


_ -enumerate (ome particulars +- 


Firſt, they may be perſwaded of the evil. * 
of their own wayes; this the very Gentiles *' 
knew who had not the Law. God had left ' 
them fo much light that aroſe and accuſed 
them- when they did evil, Rom. 2. x5. it * 
ſtood upin the place of God, and cenſured ** 
their abominations; if thoſe who had no : 
Law,had yctan accuſer ; ſurely then much + 


more thoſe who have both Law and Goſ- * 


pel cannot but haveſome ſecret intimati- 
ons and checks with ſome gripings of con- 
ſcience when they break out into fuct fins 7 
which the light of nature, and the Word of 7 
the Lord do ſo palpably condemn,1 am per= ? 
{waded:thatthe Drunkard, Swearer , Lycr, : 
Sabbath-breaker , the man that negleRs 
Prayer, Reading, and Meditation , donot -_ 
think-theſe-wayes 'of theirs are good ; they. | 
walk up and down as ſelt-condemned per« - ; 
ſons. - d>-2b$5 64 3 
Secondly, they may ſeenot onely thee» ? 
vil of their wayes, butalſo'the danger of * 
them; they have ſome glances and hints, 


-yea and fometimesfortraſts of the ſad crd 


of theſething*, They areconvin& of the in- 


ſeparablg and juſt connexion- that-is be» = 
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| twixt fin, and miſery; they ſee that they are . 
| going downtothe 6, 0x of death, and 
| that/their eps take hold of hell,,. and; yer 
- this wilt nor ftop.them;they will have theic | 
| Juſts how dear ſocver they pay for them heres | 
| aſter. Thisis cvident,Rome1-32. Whokuow- i 
| ing the juſt judgement of Ged, that they who do | 
'  fuchthings are worthy of death,not onely do the © 
ſame y, but have pleaſure 'in them that do i 
them, There are three things lie open to | 


them, | 


_  - Firſt, The judgement of God , that there 
- 18 ſucha judgement or ſentence pronunc'd 
+ againſt ſuch ſinners, 

| .. 'Secondly., that this ſentence was unto 
| death. | St 

- Thiedly that this was ajuſt and righteous 
| judgement ; theſe things muſt needs carry 
- wich them very great convictions ofthe de- 
- meritoflin , and the danger of the finner. 
Thirdly, they may be perſwaded of the 
neceſlity of a change ; this muſtneeds ariſe 
fromthe two former-he that fees theevil of 
his own wayes,together with the danger of 
them , muſt needs conclude that a change 
mult paſſe upon himin order.to happineſs; 
though no unregenerate man does know 
what' that change is which he muſt ſuffer if 
he will.be ſaved; yet many of them know 
thus much, that they muſt be changed; they 
are convinced that forcthing is gpbe:done 
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for Heaven, though they are ignorant of the : 
| particulars. Thave met with ſomethat bave ; 
, confeſfed that they could not read or think 17 
. 


almoſt Chriſtian. 


of that paſſige of Chriſt, Fobs 3. 3. ( Ex» |} 

cept aman be born again, be cannot inherit the © 
kingdom of God,) but it would perplex their | 

 & thoughts; thus there is (I am perſwaded ) 
= in many men a confuſed general notion of : 
| | Regeneration, though they have not a di- | 
ſtint knowledge of it, and they are con» * 
vinc'd it. is a work which they have nct ! 
yet expcrienc'd , without which they can- } 
not be ſaycd- I need not go outof the Cone 
regation for the proof of this: T am cons .; 
dem chis is the perſwaſion of many of you, 1 
who know you muſt be changed, if ſaved 1 
the Lord grantyou may not carry theſe con+ ; 
victions to hell. "= | 
Fourthly , they may be convinc'd of the - 
equity of the wayes of God,and the reaſons» : 
ablecneſs'of all his commands, yea and of | 
his judgments. How many are there whoſe * 
affe&ions ſerve the devil, and their lufts? © 
who will notwithſtanding conſent- in there 7 
jadgements tothe wayes of God; they will | 
grant when they arenrged to ic, that there-: 
is nothing more cquitable then that the ' 
creature ſhould be conformed to the will of 
che Creator, & that-he that made us ſhould? 
expe& from vs a ſubmiſſion to his'coms ? 
mands, feeing we depend upon him ,- and ? 
| B 4 wes 
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we ſhould improve and ſpend all that for 
him, which wereccive from him... The ve-. 
| ry principles.of Reaſon will condemn the 
| 'finner asa monſter, and the molt irregular | 
| perſon inthe world, who would live with» | 
| out being accountable to God upon whom | 
he depends; this is to blot out the notion of | 
a creature out of his heart 3 igr what reaſos | 
| nable being could expeRthis,unleſs he were | 
of himſelf, and could fubſifſt without any | 
| helpfrom another? If you propoſe this to F 
- the reaſon of many men, they will confeſs, | 
| itis very equitable that the Lord who made 
| us, andby whoſe patience and bounty we | 
- fubſiſt , ſhould put the yoak upon us, and 
{ thatitis noinjuftice nor 'exa&ion in him 
to require the ftrifeſt obedience of us, ſo 
* that when we conſider any, orall the ways . 
-which the Lord preſcribes unto us towalk 
| intowards him , though wee apprehend 
- them as hard and unpleaſant thorough our 
E weakneſs and corruption, yet when we doe 
| bur glanec upon the ſoveraigne power of 
{ God over hiscreatures,and the dependance 
+ of the creatures upon him, we muſt needs 
{ ſay, that.itis a reaſonable thing, and juſt to 
| fear this God,and to ſubmit to all that he 
-commands.Andas they are convinc'd of the 
| equity and Juſtneſs of aM his: commands to 
| us3 {o they. are from hence forced to ſee 
| the juſtice of that ſentence, which ſhall be 
FSW .- k 6 Proe 
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pronounced- againſt all thoſe that deſpiſe 
and refuſe'the yoke of the Lord , as I hin- 
ted before from.that of Rom. 1:32:For what: | 
| is moredeeply rooted 'in nature; thewthis * 
| Principle that the work fhould-praile the 
workman , and that the workman fhould * 
{ draw forth his own honour and glory from 
{ his own? and if thefe (hall :refuſe to ſerve : 
| thecnds of their being , thatthen he ſhould * 
| ſubſtra& all comfortable influences. from - 
| them, and turne his hand againſt them for : 
| evik+ Now. if theſe things ' be ingraſted in * 
| naturc,ſurely menwho have many acceſſions - * 
of light. to their naturall principles by the : - 
goſpel - under which they live, will go'to + | 
hell with a convigion of the:<quity of thoſe - * 
things which the Lord rc<quired::of them - 1 
-and of the Judgment whichhe hath paſt ? 
upon them. = 
V.- They may: be perſwaded of the trath-- ! 
of the threatnings - and promiſesz ſo: that : * 
they may be able ſometimes ts looke into -:* 
heaven and: hell:through the truth of Gai - ? 
-In the one,and the other.” Fhus Balazm faw * : 
the reality of thoſe promiſes which Ged had - ? 
-made to Tſrael,and he ſaw alſothecertainty - 
' of the fulfilling of all' that God bad ſpoken : ; 
- againſt the enemies: thercot:: thus: the eyes  *? 
-ot- wicked : men-are ſometimes opened, . | 
eſpecially of temporary. bcleevers and fuch _ * 
* AS are ARDS "24s arecleey- 
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F _ = The danger of being 
* .Jyconvin'd that there will-be a difference 
betwixt'thoſethat fear the Lord, .and thoſe 


that fear him not; they:know it will go ill Þ 
with the wicked ; but it will go well witch 
\ the godly;ſo that when'the threats donoun. 
" .ced againſt ſuch are opened , they tremble| 


as Felix did atthe preaching of judgement 


.to come, Ads 24.25, They feel ſomerhing | 
of what is threatned already in their con-| 
ſciences 3: the word is as hot as :-) oven toff 
them, which ſcorches them 5 & conviQions|} 
and terrors which from thence fall upon ſj 


them are like ſtreams of fire breaking our of 
hell ic ſelf; that if we did but ſometimes 
obſerve,and confidercr the impreſfions that 


* are made upon ſuch mens fpirits , itwould 
| put it outof doubt , whether there be a hell 
or not ; and-men would conclude that the: 
dreadful — threatned in the Word of 


| (God arenotciphers, or things'to be played 
- :withal, or the inventionsof men, onely to 
EF keep others inawe,. as ſome Atheiſts have 
- believed , but that they are truths whereof 
onetittle fhal not fall to the ground unper- 
formed. Theſe things wicked men kpowto 

| betrac here,and ſhal fee! chem true thereafe 
, cr; yea theſe taftes of the eruth of the threat« 
nings make oftentimes great vilible changes 


the. jadgement written” ;'thus Herod ' did 
-many things when be heard :Zohn m_ 
| tiff 


" 
p 
F 


-tif; and the Jews being terrified withthe 


| confefſingtheirſins, Mat. 3. 6. What ſays 
{ hetothem , Toru generation of Vipers, who 
* hath warned you to flee from the'wrath'to © 
| come ? as ifhe had ſaid, Now'thathellhas : 
| flaſht-in your faces, you come in a ft of 


* fax your ſins; but It me ſee ſuch things as 
| will evidence this in after<fraits. Beſide 
| this, they are convinc'd ofthe truth'of the 
| promiſcsof God madetohis people. And 


ving reformed many things that were as - ? 


- are mine, and this made him; hear -with 1 : 
delighr, Thus the _—_ received 


- 
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ſharpnefſe of bis Minittry, came to him 


terror, and you pretend to be forrowful 


when the terrors which [brake in fromthe * 
threatnings,has made ſomectternalchanyge - 
upon them, (miſtaking themſelves, and ta» - ? 
kingthis'which is wrought for a gracious _ * 
change) they reckon themſelves among the 
regenerate; and reading the promiſes which 

are made to theſc, they confidently ' apply 

them to themſelves , and that not'without 2? 
abundance of joy. Thus.did Hered, Mark : 
6.20. when Fohns Do&rines had made ſome : 
impreſſions upon him , and theſe had made  : 
an alteration inhis praQiſes and ways, ha» ; 


miſs , now he-hears > gladly, andhe: 
grcedily catches at all the ſweet promiſes _ ; 
which 7gbn dropt at any time to ſuch'as : © 
did obey the truth, ſaying.in hisheart, Theſe: * 


the: 


, a cos 
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. as _ The dangerof bing 
the word with joy , which muſt needs arife 
from ſome promiſes miſapplyed, and ſome 
good latd hold on, which did not belong 
tothem, whereby they apprehended that 
ehcir condition was much advanced; they | 
rcjoyeed in: the Heaven and happineſſc 
which the promiſes held forth tothe Saints, 

+ (which they could not do-unlefle they had 
bcleved them) but they were unwillingto 
-go thorow a Þclicvers hell to his Heaven; | 
therefore in-time of- perſecution they fell | 
away., hence it is that ſome are. ſaid toff 
-have tafted of the powers of the world to 

- come , Heb. 6.5: thatis, they are convinc'd 

| -of the excellent priviledges of the Saints, 

{ . oth in this Iife , and eſpecially in- that 

F. 20 come,' as that they fhall have com- 
amunion with God the Father, Son, and 
\Spirit , with Angels, and all che Saints. 
"They may be perſwaded- of: the exceh- 

- 'Jent ffate:of the Saints then. in reſpe& 

- of [the glory which ſhall be put. upon 

- :their ſouls and bodics , their freedome 

-- from evil, 'and the: acccffion of all good 

- things. Now- though they have not a 

. - rue taſte of theſe priviledges, and: they | 

- "Know not what grace is, and the plca= 

__ fee; ob communion with. Gag\ is ,, yet 
. they being perſwaded ' that ſuch: things 
; are, having found a joy in their- fatfe 

hopes, and ceanterfeit graces: which they 
043 | | have 


*F 
o 
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| that this falſe joy was yet "better then 
| all the pleaſures of "their fins, and' 
| hence they: have been ſtrongly:-perſwaded- 
| of the: truth of Gods promiſes. made to 


| to them» 3 this- is the caſe of- many:men, 


' to eſcape the one., and to. enjoy. the 
! other5:and they fay under theſe-perſwa» 
|  fions as he did, Luke 14,15. Bleſſed is. * 

be that.ſhak eat bread in the kingdom of God), } 


God; hence it is ſaid, Heb. 6. 5; - Thar © + 
hey. taſted of the good word of God, 


- and baving taſted it, they accounted it. © 
good. New we: know: that the: :taflte 
' counts nothing. good: but that. which is 
: fweer,. thovgh other: fenſes;do-count bite 
ex things. good;,. for they may; be braws- 

uful , and fo gaod to: the eycy, and:fea— 


PR, = Wt, 


kave judged to be forctaſtes of Heaven, 
they have been forc'd ta acknowledge 


his people , though they do not belong 


who by the perſwaſions of: the truth of 
the, threats and promiſes , do not learn: 


yct themſelves never.come chere. þ 

V.1. - They may be perſwaded: of the : 
fwcetneſſe of Gods.ways, and that thoſe- 
who follow him have their pleaſure, yea. 
more pleaſure then men can-have in finz'it 
ts ſaid therefore they received the word: ; 
with joy, Luke $.13z and Iſaiab:58-24 4 
They delighted in approaching-- unite +: 


they tafted-of the goodneſſe. of the word, 


Sant 


go Thedingit of bring 
grant, fo good to the ſmelling, bur the 
palate:conmends fiyeerneſs. 

\Now-carnal men may finde a ſweetnes in 
the ways of God as is evident, 

Firſt, 'becaute the bare performance of | 
ſome-duties;, and reforming of ſome fins, 
may give much caſe to conſcience, and 
procure much reft-from the troubles with 
which it was before overwhelmed ::ſo that 
coniparing their lives with what they were 

before,” they'do account them much more 
-pleaſantrhen when they lived inthe height 
-of-fin, becauſe they had then many gripings 
of-conſcience which (poiled all cheir mirth; 
now though they have bat a falfe peace, yer 
It is ſweeter:then their former lifes -$ 

Secondly;they account the ways of God 
ſweet , becauſe they have not only a ceſla- 
tion from their former troubles, but they 

{have alſo many times'a great preſumption 
-- of Gods Jove,and of the pardon. of fin, 'and 
»- ;ofetcrnal life z ſo that they arc as it were 
|  2wrapt up out of the body, and perhaps ina 
-.- fit out of the world, that they can ſeta low 
eſteem upon theſe alſofora time, 

Thirdly , they cſteemthe ways bf God 
-{wect., becauſe they finde now an increaſe 

of cknowledge, and of gifts. by exercifing 
themſelves inthem * ſo thatthe knowledge 

| <4hat they gerunder the word , makes :the 
+ - wordſcem ſweet unto them,andthey rejoyee 
; in] 
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\almoſt @ Chrition, | 3 * 
io it, Fob:5-35- Knowledge is pleaſantzeven 
of that which we do not love; fothat while 
this-increaſcrh the ſoul is. delighred,, Iſa. - 
58.2. they delighted in knowing , but not 
in doing , and as theword my ſcem ſweet 
ſo-may prayer becauſe of gifts and parts 
increaſed by-it; Thus they may be convin- 
ccd of the ſweetneſs of Gods ways ,: fo far 
that they are: carried forth: ſometimes.to 
prefer the ways of God before the. ways of 
men,and-the people of God before the men 
of the world,as Balaam was, Numb:24.5.How 
goodly are thy tents ,O Jacob , and thy taber- 
watles, O Iſrael! The Lord-is pleaſedto 
ſhew carnal men that which-they never _cn- 


joy 3 yea they tec] ſometimes that which 


they ſoon forget. They have ſome glances - 
of the kappineſs which the Saints enjoy'in 
communion with God, though they have 
none with him; yet ſome ſuch workings 
there are ſometimes.upon hypocrites, that 
they finde ſomething which ſcems like-ig, 
and brings them in much comfort ,. which 
although irt.be nottrueand laſting ,. yetic 


ſerves to convyince them that: there . is a 
- {weetneſſe in the! ways of -God , and they 
'canfay ,Blefled is hethat.js.in fuch a caſe 
-yea >: bleſſed is he. whoſe God is the 
+ :. upon all theſe accounts they are 
| inthe maingeriwaded there isaſweetne!4 


is 


4 The danger of being 
in.che ways of the Saints', though they do 
all the while miftake it-,_ and are ſtrangers 
to that comfort which: the Saints find in 
' duties , when' they think jthey do enjoy 
£Z *not ſweet, but there is a ſweetneſs ſqueezed 
& ' out of them which refreſhes them', ſo that 
\. "upontthe whole, they arc ſatisfied in'this, 
"things confrdered) to live inthe ftriXpers 


formances of the godly, then in the loofe 
praftiſes of the wicked ; yet theſe men 


Chriſtians. | 
' ly. They may be perſwaded of things 
that are excellentzand may beableto judge 
betwixt things that differ, yea ſo far sKkilPd 


- they may have ſome inſight into all the 
- «weak, and quicken the-dul?; yea and to ſer 
things-out with ſome eminency , Rom-218, 


ore excellent,bemg inftirutted ont of the Law. 


he bas the atlvantage ofcxiciting ethers tot; 


excallent-grace;. and tho exerciſe 
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hem.” The ways of God themſelves arc 
"that it is a more comfortable life ( all 


'that comethus far, may not be altogether 


in the nature of things; that they'may be a-- 
| ble to InflruRt others in ſpiritual matters: 
b *ways of God , in which his people walk; 
&. "ſo that they may be- able to dire the 


 Knowmeg-and approving the things that are- 


= Thus a man may notonely ſceor (ſhew-what | 
| - 38a duty, bur the excellency of ty by-which ] 


yea he may. not-only ſhew how much more {| 
: of -iv-is | 
then 


| almoſt a Chriftian. 33 | 


then ſin , but if any grace more excellent, 
or. duty then other , he may diſcern the re- 
ſpe&ive and comparative excellency , that 
is in one more then in another , and yet 
have no true grace himſelf, Thus we ſee 
| | men intheir judgements may be for God 
, | in many things,yca in ſo many things,that _ 
it is hard to ſhew in what they may notbe 
| for him, and yet their wils.and aftc&ions 
| | ſtand at a vaſt diſtance; you fec the judge: - 
ment may be ſwayed much , and in 
this reſpe& a man may be almoſt a Chriſtian, 
| Iam now to enquire concerning the Will, 
how far that may be inclined 3 and al- 
j.though every unregenerate perſon is defe= 
Rive here, and it is the. will that- lies be- 
hind in theſe imperfe& perſwaſions 3 yet 
| the Will is not without ſome motions : he 
| wils ſomethings, and does many thingsz. 
as Herod and others did. Let us enquire a 
| little concerning thoſe perwaſions which 
reach the will, yer imperteAly. | 


| Howfar the Will may be perſwaded: 


Irft, ſome are ſo far perſ{waded+to be 
&L Chriſtians, that they relalve to com- 
ply. with all choſe convictions which [ 

ſhewed you they might have ,. and they des 
| Tz | ter= 


4.) 


- "Rn The danger of being 
termine with themſclves that they wil! be 
"Chriſtians , though ot yer ; they flick. at| 
nothmg but the time 3 they are fully per«ſ 
'{wadedthat they muſt be changed; 'ſuch a 
fin muſt be left, and ſuch a dury muſt be 
taken up. They confeſſe that Repentance 
-and mortification of particular corruptiong 
 areneceffary things, and they reſolve with 
themſelves, that they will praQiſe theſe, 
 *Þatthey-cannot agree upon the time; I will 
dothis ſays one, when lam old, or when] 
-am'ſick, fays another; then I would wil- 
lingly be as ſtri& and holy as the beſt. O. 
thers they crave a lefs time; the next year 
Tays one, I will become a new man; per. 
hips another reſolves upon the "next 
moneth ,/a third craves but a weeks liberty 
| mote, @ fourth buta day; nay perhaps a 
ean'mayfo far comply with his' conviai. 
ons, that he may: reſolve to do ſomgthing 
tenext hour, and yet as neer as theferome 
up to a complyance with the command of| 
God, they never obey it. See an example 
of this Luke 9.59.61." One ſays, I will but go 
and bury my Father ; this might have been 
done'\in-a'day, the'other ſays, 'T will-but go 
and bid my friends farewel, and then I wil] 
'.  romeund follow thee, and' this was but an 
hours work 5 but Jeſuswho fees notas'man 
lees, diſcerns the diſtance: at which their 
hearts/ſtogd from him all this whileunde 


\ theſe 


\.f. 
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almoſt '2 Chriſtian 235 
' be|theſe fair perſwafions 3 he ſaw that he and © 
' at] they were never like to: 'meet ,'as near'as {| 
er-[they ſeemed to be. He knew that theſe 
h a] would neverbid-encugh for Heavenzas fair 
' bef as they offered; therefore he preſently faNs 
ncef| upon a diſcourſe to ſhew how unfit ſuch 
ons] merchants were for him , as if he had faid 
ith] tothe ftanders by, You think that have 
ſc,] gotten two Diſciples; here are two that wil 
vill Bow me without: difpute. But you are - 
nl] miſtaken ; there is'a: greater difference be- 
il-| tewixt them and me then you fee; this dife 
O\| ference about the time is like ro 'part me 
car] and: them eternally ; for it they were f 
er-Freſolved to follow me ; they would follow. 
ext] me.now; theſe delayes-and promiſes for to 
rty] morrow are but a ſmootherkind of denial 
$ aj then others do give. 
ai-ſ:|  Sccandly., fome: are fo far perfwaded 
ing] that they wonld'be Oliriftians ; bxt* nt Te 
me} / places, they woald#'be- Chriftians in 
off publick ;bor-not in private; they will go fo 
Ple] far inprofcfſion as others doz' they would 
go] willingly - ſubmit'to thoſe chings which 
ccnſ comms under common - obſervation 3 that 
$0] which is 'viſtble in others, they would 
pill willingly bavero be manifeſt in them. 'The 
an] form'of godlinefs is obyiousto all ,- butrhe 
"nl -power of godlineſs is a ſecret thing , and 
en confiſts in ſecret duties which others fee | 
den mov, as-in cloſert-durits,” ſecret Prayer and - | 
eq - 1 ft medi. | 
ſ. 


.\ 
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meditation , and heart=-examination; theſe 
things they will noc touch withal]J. Suck 
were in Ezekiels time, who-would have paſtſh 
for Gods people in the Congregation , Exze,f,: 
33-30,31- they ſat there as Gods people, 
and they heard the word of the Lord, and}. 
they cook delight in ſo doing; this they I, 
werein publick; but what were they in pris |; 
vate? ſec Ezek, 8.7,8,9+ Abominable Ido. þþ; 
laters, this men will be Saints in-one place, þy 
and devils in another; when they come to þy, 
hear the Word, they would carry a fem« þ 
blance with them 3 here they will be for I 
Chriſt; but what do they carry of rhis to þ 
their families ? there is no ſenſe nor ſavour'h, 
.of thoſe truths which they are affeted 
with under the Ordinance; ar if they carry þ, 
a little of this into their families , and then þ+ 
;repeat what they hear ,-or. confer of it with | 
Chambers, do they carry the impreſſions: of þ; 
truth thither,.? do' they examine them» þc 
ſclves by it- there ? dg the pray over what þc 
they. hear there where no eye ſees them? þ; 
ſurely no. Can their private retirements 
witneſs for them at Jaſt that they bave been H, 
{enfible' of. their own fins, and the fit's of þ; 
others? can the tears dropt there for the 
fins of theplace ſpeak for them ? can their þ+ 


bedefides ecſtifie for them that they prnie 
Mut their: ſouls by them. unto G _ | 
bom © rong 
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ſtrong and daily cries? 'can'the darkneſs of 
e[the night bear them record that their mee | 
k{ditations have been of God ,/ and that they 
have been laying of defigns for the honous 
«Iring of God in their places and ſtations in 
which Gad bath fet chem? O my friends, 
dhconfider theſe things , and gxamine your 
yIelves whether you have not been as Feby , 
I* [zcalous for God before men, that you may , 
> thave even (aid by your geſture and behavie® 
e, four , Come ſec my zeal for the Lord ; "and 
© fyct in private you have” minded' nothing | 
* more then he did , the ſecking of your +» »: 
r f{clves , and the eſtabliſhment of your | 
0. þwn houſes; .oh when. you come into 
hour cloſets, and to your bed-fides, you 
d thould bluſh and be aſhamed-co'think 
J pow much you differ there. from- your 
A felves here. Here you pretend your ſelves 
obe the ſervants of God , and there you -2 
rofeſs your ſelves the ſervants of the © 
yorld; oh how few of thofe truths'have 
jou weighed and confidered of there,qwhich G 
ou have been convinced of herezwhen you <= © 
ome there,you ſec your books of accounts 
one place , your bils of parcels in ano= 
ner, your Letters in another : think -how- 
Þuch time: you have ſpent here in your 
ic Thaire, and how little upon your knees; 
If ere you have been mornings early, and 
d tvenings lace, but not with your Bible be- 
th fore 
(F-) | 


alnoft a Chriftian.: \ 


fore you, nor at png or weiliduicn upon| v 
ſpiricual matters, but at the affairs of trade. | 1 
I zell you that thefe things: will rife: up. in l; 

f 1 
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Judgement againſt you, and condemn' youſ 
at-laft,and God wil judge you not by v 
you arcbefore men;bur by what you are bet P 
fore. him in ſecret, for- it is this that hej P 
moſt obſerves, Matth. 6. 4. 6. 18; He ſees} ? 
in; ſecret, that is, he onely ſees in tee " 
ret, ;this-is. bis prerogative, or he ſer} " 
and -regardS&principally. what men do. inf \ 
ſecect3z he valuesmore that which men do ſ 
behind mens backs ,then what they do bes{ f 
fore their faces 3: he ſees ſo in ſecret, that: f 
if, men be notthe ſame-in ſecret that they! : 
axcn publick, he wilttake fo notice of it;: | 
Upon' ;this. account he would:'not know} 
thoſe: Formalifts mentioned Matth. 6. 16:4 L 
This will be enough to prove you tobe but © 
Chriſtians;in-part, in that you' are: not * 
- Chriftiansin ſecret. That a mar is , that befÞ © 
ED 3: whey he is aloxe; that which a' man thinks]| | 
5 of , deſignes for, and delights in moſt in | 
- pr opt Shos Ges whata man is. Y: 


mo ev1 they.can og down the 
| with the godly, bud not: up the 
ED | rhe like Peter ahey will profeſſe whi 1 
Tozbg et, are amonght che Diſciples,” thatithey 
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| will die with Chriſt ; but. when they arc a+ 
| mongft thoſe that deny him , they will not. 
-| know. the man- They arcnot able to ſtand. 
L before the breath . of a. ſcorner z .one that. 
'f ſcoffs at Religian beats them out of their, 
} profeſhon. w many be there that will 
| profeſſe Chriſt very far among(t profetfors, 
,.4 where it is a credit to own God ,, who yet 
will be aſhamed of this , when they fall a- 
1 mongſt thoſe. who, will reproach | his, 
nf Ways;? then either they Joyn with. the 
{ corner, and deny Chriſt , or elſe ſtand, 
4 ſtill ina baſe neutrality , and betray: pra» _; 
{ fcſſion by their filence , as if. there. were a., © } 
4] guilt in it. Thus Say: would be a Prov L 
- pac. amongſt the - Prophets: , but wh: 3 
| he comes into his Family , the evil ſpirit. : 
{4 ſcizeth upon him 3 bue ſurely ſuch as. 
j theſe will be found too light when they ; 
$ are weighed inthe ſcales. Obſerve.that. 2 
4 of our Saviour, Mark 8 38. Jheſoezer ſaall ; 2 
of be aſhamed of me , andof my words.» inybhat 7 
# 4dwlterous aud. ſinful Generation ,, of him alſo:, 
# ſpall the ſou of man be aſhamed, when\ he. -* 
$ cometh in the glory of his fatbar withzhe-bleſſed . - 
Angels. Chritt will own thoſeÞand thoſe © © 
/ ly , who have owned him;before wicked: .. * 
{ men, before {coffers and (corners; and; uch. + ® 
J as labour.to bring ſhame and contemptup-: . 
- onall that own God; therefore ſays Chriſt, . 
 itis nor he that confeſſes me now, and: fa* ; 
| ___. vours 74 


A _——, The danger of being © _ 
voars me fecretly', or openly before thefe* 
who profeſſe themſelves followers of me 
and my word that ſhall then be counte: 
nanc'd, if he b=: aſhamed of me before thoſe 
who labour to make all m:n aſhamed of 
me. Oh conſider this you that would be 
accounted good amongſt them that ſet an 
high eſteem upon good men : but if you 
meet with thoſe that ſcoff at goodneſs, you | 
are for them too ; you are filent at. leaft 
when the ways, andname, and people of 
od are blaſphemed or reproached, eſpeci- 
7 ally if it be a friend, or a cuſtomer, or a 
\£ great man;then you muſt ſay as they lay , 
' orat lcaflt ſay nothing to the contrary. Re. 
member what Chriſt hath ſaid,;and how he 
\ _ wiillook upon you as being the ſhame of. 
| » profcflion, and of hisname, when he comes 
* in hisglory; how do youcxpeR to be julti» 
fied before all the world , who dared not to | 
be good in alt-places, and all companies? 
"1 V.' Some are fo far p:rſ{waded that 
they will be Chriftians zz reſpe& of the 
whole viſubility* of . profeſſion , but they will 
not take up the power and ſpirituality of 
: i ; they will*reform fo far » that they will | 
' + cleanſethe outfide, abſtain'from all viſible 
- © ungodlineſs, yea and takethe form of god- 
linefs too , as the Apoſtle mentions ſome 
whodid fo, 2 Tim. 3.5. Having a. form of 
gbdlineſi,and yet they did deny the powers that 
0 1s, \ 
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s they did refuſe*to > cyt Som 06-2 


conſiſts in reforming the outward man, the .* 


Chriſtian. For there is yet another part of 


Praying, Reading, Hearing are bur the C = 
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itz there are two parts of Religionzthe form 4 
which is viſible, and lies open'to men ; this" 


denying of ungodlineſs and wordly lufts ; 
this is the negative part. Irtlies allo ina 7 
performance of all thoſe duties whichcom2 4 
under the obſervation of others, as hearing - 
the Word, reading, conferring of it, pray- 
ing in the publick., and in our Gm, 
with a ſober and unblameable canver-" 
ſarion towards men, All this a man” 7 
may ſubmit unto , and yet be but almoſt 'a J 


Religion which is the very ſoul of ic; and 
this lics hid- from the eyes of others, and. 
conliſts iatwo things principally. Firſt, fn, 
the performance of fecret duties, as ſelf A 
denial, ſelf-tryal and examination, watch-' 
fulneſs over their hearts.and thoughts,more »* 
titying of inward corruptions. Secondly, - % 
it contiſteth in the frame and bent of ths ® 
heart, in'theſ: and-all other duties rownnds #7 
God. The main of Religion lies here in ,, 
tearing and loving of - Ah Theſe are 2} 

things which men may, and *, often omit /* 
and pale over, who yet do.embrace the * 
wholz body and outtide ot Godlineſſe, 


binet which contain this Jewel. But gods 
lineſs confiſteth' in a right and tru: eifboil To 
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3 _the ſpiricuality of datics. "They prayed 
E and heard the word;&Teccived the Sacra» | 


* - ments, but they were carnal ſill; 1heir old 
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"tion of: the: heart under theſe. _Now if 
Jn. : ma . 4-4 ; 
"Ciriffianity did imply:no more then moſt | 
; m*n.coneclve.it doth, if it were only an * 


abſtaining from groſs and common. pollu- 
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tions of the world , and raking up of. all | 


thoſe duties which are commonly confeſt 
ro be ſuch; by men profeſſing themſclves 


Chriſtians, they would be Chriſtians alto» : 


gether- But che Lord will find amongſt 


thoſe that perform the duties which. make 
men vilible-Chriſftians , | and ſubmit to all : 


his Ordinances, many that are kut almoſt 


Chriſtians atthe moſt , and that upon this | 
accqunt, becauſe they never attended unto 


hearts did continue 3 their praices were 


chayged, but theic principles and their in» 


rr. ts were the ſame till; their taces were 
turned but not their afteAions ; the one 
fiood towards God, but the other was to* 
ward fome luſt or other. 

Fifthly , Some would be Chriſtians 
all things , till, it come to rhe beloved fin, till 
ic come to profit and lofſe, and when they 
are touched kere , they cry out, The Lord 


pardon me inthis one thing. It the Mini- | 


- t&:r preſs at anytime upon men theneceſ- 


fity of an'iniverſal change, ehey miſtake jr; 
and ibink that by this unix erlal wemeana 
; F general 
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general change, that is,a change inthe grea» | 


_ greater number of known fins 5-and a fub- * 


- othertotake hold of fin and vanity. Ifat'* 


- Heaven,then they ſay, This isa hard ſaying, 


. point, when he comes to. croſs their profit 


- 22. with tears in their eyes ! they will. dai 3 


right eye;this is like the way in which Bare _ © 
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ter and more -viſtble part; A leaving the: 


wicting tothe greater number of known du» 2 
ties; they think no rule ſogenera], but ad 2 
mites of ſome exceptions in particulars. ©? 
They think one fin may be re{erved withe / 
out prejudice torheir cloſing with Chrift , 7 
and think they may hold faſt enough wick» ? 
one hand upon him , though they keep the : 


any time they apprehend the truth as bent 
againſt the toleration of any ſin, and they 
ſee aneceſlity of parting with 'Dalilah, or 


— on 4 n., 
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who can hearit? They would willingly: 
be followers of Chriſt , if he would give: -? 
them a diſpenſation for ſome things whicks ©} 
they account bur ſmall: though the leaſt fin- !? 
Is too big to lie with Chriſt in he hearts. 7 
How many do part with Chriſt upon, this -: 


and gajn,who yet are troubled to loſe him, 
and go away like the young man, Mat. 19% © 


much rather then live without: hopes of 4 
Heaven, till it come to the cutting off the ? 
right hand or foot, orplucking out of the/ * 


14has;and Poul parted. Chriſt and they go. 
togetherin manythings,but when theycome _ 
here' they muſt needs part: Ca-VL 5 
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"44  Thedangerofbeing _ _ 
VI. Some are ſo far perſwaded tobe 
Chriſtians , that they are aſhamed to be 
e reckoned amongſt the oppoſers of Religion. 
-- They abhor the ſeat of the ſcorner, and 
-- Will not willingly hear godlinefs deris 
t de1; they are convinc'd of the happinefſe *' 
- -of thoſe that fear God, and are convinced Þ} 
+ whothey are, they would willingly beac- 
counted fayourers of ſuch , and with chey 
- were in their conditions: yet notwithſtan- 
Ting all theſe things , ſomething holds 
+ them from coming up fully to their ſteps ; 
: Licherthey are poſſeſt with a ſluggiſh ſpirir, 
and will not ſet themſelves forth in the. 
--cuticsof a Chriſtian, or elſc they are ſe- . 
-Eretly glucd co-che world, and will not run 
the hazards of Chriſtians. One plays the 
EfTuggard under his conviaions, and cries 
# /Out thus, I would fain have knowledge, but 


_ 


w_ 


; 30 cannot allow the time to ſearch the ſcrip- 
, © tures, nortv read goods Books, nor to fre- 
” quent the company. and conferences of the 
". Reopleof God ; another ſays, Iapprove of 
- Prayer, itisa duty , but I have not parts 
E-  nerpraying gifts z theſe are but idle excus» 
 ſcs of hearts that will not comeupto God 
| fully; for were your hearts ſee to know 
& God, you would tind time enough out of 
* your idle and unneceſſary buſineſſes to ſeek 
= aftcr knowledge, nay. you would cut it out 
E. of-your tinc that you ſpend in prog, vcr 
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. Jgttersthat come before you,may conclude ; 


*_ defe&otexpreſſion. 
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almoſt a Chriſtian. 45 * 
king, and ſleeping; have you not borrowed :- 
ſometime from thele to ſatisfic your Jufts? * 
and for you who pretend an excuſe for * 
the omitting and negleAﬀing of duties in"% 
your Families , and in private , which 3ou.”? 
are-convinc'd ought to be done , and you -: 
think to ſalve it-with this that you have no. : 
parts ; alas this isa fiftion in ſome, and a: 
vain excuſe in all that plead it. = 

For 1. Have you not abilities to expreſs ? 
your-preſent apprehenfions , and concepti= *7 
ons to all men you meet.with all , and con» * 
yerſe with ? are you notableto ſpeak appo- 7? 
fitely and readily in buying and ſelling?you- 3} 
that can expreſs what you conceive of all. : 


2. If God ſhould take you, and ſhake } 
you over hell,and you had but eminent and 7? 
deep impreſſions of your danger herein,you -* 
would {urely then pray and cry; you would * 
finde words if-you did feel your wants, or * 
apprehend your danger; ic is nothing:that 
you want but impreſſion. | 

3- Do younot ſee men-abundantly bee 
ncath you in parts and naturalabilitics,that : 
yet are able to come to God with boldneſs, 7 
ſpeak out their own and others wants free» 1 


4+ ©© Know, it is not parts but grace that 
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+ 46 + The danger of being 
_ © firs a man for duty. I never knew any that 
were wrought upon truly, how ever weak 
' Ein parts, but was able to Pray without a 
#« Book ; and I do believe that the ſpirit of 
£ Prayer is an inſeparable fruit of the work 
of grace, Zacb.12.10. Rom.$.15, And 
«that a man may as well live without 
«breath, as he can be a Chriſtian without 
- Gtrhe ſpirit of prayer. 

>» V. Bethyparcsnever fo low & weak, yet 
[2 uſe them for God, & he will augment them, 
 Mat.25.29. To him that hath ſhall be given. 
- Grace will bring with itſach gifts as are of 
” abſolute neceſſity co maintain a communi- 
” on with God, and fuch is the fpirit of 
| Peaycr: never any man did conſcientiouſly 
uſe weak and tender parts for God, but - 
5 Tikethe bread which Chrift brake for the 
E mulcinde,they did increaſe upon his hands 
© in breaking. 

- > Bcfides, theſe which are hindered by-a 
© . flothſul luggiſh ſpirit , others come not up 
- fullytothelite of Chriftians , from a ſecree 
- tic which is betwixt them and the world; 
+ they arc loth to hazard their peace or cre» 
+ dit amongſt men. Many men notwith- 
. Randing they are convinc'd of the ways 
- of God, and how they ought to walk , yet 
arc ſo ftudious of a peaceable quiet being 
 Intheworld, and ſo covetous of eyery ones 
good word , that they had rather: as 
RET 9523, | | the * 
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FE almoſt a Chriſtian 47 5 
the loſs of Heaven, then the diſpleafing of 
any man;they will be for godlineſs in their} 
opinion, and they will own tlie people of 
God, until ic. comes to this, that they muſt ? 
appear, they muſt ſhew- themſelves, and -? 
this will difpleaſe ſach a-friend , and ſuch : 
a neighbour , and chey ſhall ſuffer by being - : 
counted' a man of this or that party; this; 
makes them draw in, as the Phariſees did, 
who believed , but yet would not profeſle '} 
Chriſt; they would ſhew any under*hand : 
kindneſſe to him , but they would nct be} 
openly ſeen to be his followers, eſpecially 4 
where their peace or credit would be ime | 
paired: Fohn12.42. Nevertheleſſe , among 
the chief Rulers alſo many beleeved on him. but ** 
becauſe of the Phgriſees , they did not confeſs Ml 

-» tim, leſt they ſhould be put out of. the ſyna-*: 
\_ gogne + Thus you ſee many men'ga far, not * 
onely in reſpe&'ot 1conviion, but alig of; 
compliance with the; truth and ways at 

God, andthey feem to moſt men tobe al-% 
together Chriſtians, and to the beſt of men 

___ to-bealmoſt ſuch, and yet they are as far” 

trombeing that which they would be ace 7? 
, counted,and what others delire they would; 
be , as Agrippe here was from being al 
Chriſtian ; who-was never ſuch. Thus 3 
have finiſhed the firſt head, and have ſhews * 
en you what kind of perſwafions theſe are 
which are found in ſuch as arc termed al- 
moſt. Chriſtians, . C4, The<} 


REN EAN RY 
The-next thing which was-propoſctd to 


- .pcrwaſtons; in which Iamto confider, 
Firſt, the.extent.of theſe. 

Secondly., the defe&s of them and here 
T am to ſhew you whence it is that carnal 
# menare ſofar perſwaded, that they ſeem 
& tobe almoſt Chriſtians, and then how. it 
# comes to pals , that being krought ſo far, 
E they do not prove altogether Chriftians; - 


| CHAP, V. 
E 4+  Whence theſe perſwaſions do ariſe. , 


: "EX; "Hen we- confider *the thick darkneſs 
| that 1s: in- the 'undgritanding natu- 


*.ty chat is in the will againſt God , and his 
- Ways, We may juſtly wonder how. it comes 


þ mer, and that it ſhould find any: kinde of 
E complyance or favourable entertainment 
in the latter ; yet conſulting with expert- 
| ence, we may ſee that the truch doth getin« 
to the underſtanding by way of convigion, 
and into the will by way of perſwaſion,and 


* thoſe who.yert donot graciouſly fubmitun- 
' roit,and obey it fromthe heart, and if we 
t Jay our reaſon to our experience, we way 
- perccive that this ariſcth. P. 
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be opened, is the ſpring and riſc of theſe 


rally > and that groſs oppoſition and-enmi-. » 


{to paſs, that any truth gets into the for. - 


F, works to a very great height both ways in 


_ - almoſt a Chriſtian. 49 © 

1. From the relicks of light that are -| 
found in the natural conſcience, Prov.20.26:-| 
The underſtanding of a man is the candle of LF 

_ the Lord. TheLord ſet up a light that ſhin»: 
ed gloriouſly in.the ſoul at firſt , and-catt 4 
Z her beams farand near, ſothatit was able 1 
| Z toiſcea far off: and all the off=ſprings.ot * 
3 his reafong,even down to.a thouſand Genes -2 
rations , were yet pure, and full of light; ſo 3 
that although man had made a thouſand 1 
inferences from one principle , the laſt had ** 
been as full of lightand clearnefſs as the firſt. -* 
The ſoul has now loſt that vigour and 4 
* Afirengthtodiſcern things remote; yet ſhe is -3 
not wholly without light , but as a candle * 
_ ſhews thoſe things whicltare neer it very: ? 
plainly , though ſuch as are remote ,_-: 
weakly or not ar all : ſo that light which :; 

| was once.in man,.and did. like the ſun -: 
ſend forth. his beams to the .remoteſt * 
parts ofthe horizon ,'now being weak and +; 
Janguiſhing , diſcovers onely. ſome few” 3 
things. The ſoul docs ſtil! retain ſome. of its; ? 
firſtborn notions, which doſhineforthinpyre- 7 
and unſpotted beams:, full of convineing © 
Make , and of undoubred truth, in-which 3 
all agree; Jew, and Gentile, Barbarian, 
Scythian,pand and frec; theſc.are the com« *? 
mon prineiples which boil up in every :- 
| man, and do rife with that ftrength and +7 
@ clearneſs that none can. fully ſtop them: 5 
” C.5,, -: whaiiy 
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"5 . The dangerof being 
- who: have - 


induftriouſly - endeavoured it. 


F Such astheſes 
* Firſt, thatthereis a God. 


| - -. Secondly, thatthe ſool is immortal. 
Thirdly , that there is a Law by which 

man oughtto ſtcar all his aftions; and as 

they do agree or diſagree with this,fo they 


| arc to be accounted good or evil. 


Fourthly, that this God who gives Laws | 
. toall creatures, eſpecially ro man is juſt, | 
 -andwillin Juſtice puniſh thoſe who will ! 
” | fully break hisLaws; Theſe arerruths which | 
E we may find in the conſciences of all men *? 
- that have no light , but that of nature. | 
| Rom. 1.32. Who knowing the judgement of | 
. "God, (that they which commit ſuch things are | 
| © worthy of death )not onely do the fame, but have | 
aſure in them that do them , Rom.2.14,15. 
* * Pen the Gentiles which have not the law do 
* © by nature the things contained in the law: theſe 
F- having not thelaw, area law unto themſelves, 
law written iu their- 
: ſo bearing witneſſe,. 
 --14 their thoughts the mean while accuſing or 
| "of excuſing one another : Nay, if the Scrip= 
"tire {aid nothing of the compliance ot the 
Heathen with them, they themſclves would: 
"abundantly tecſtific their agreement with: 
"the Scriptures intheſe things, Imighe raiſe. 
allthe Philoſophers out of their graves-to: 


| © "which ſhew the work cf th 
hearts , their conſcience 


+ "Hij$& the Atheiſts of chis Age ou 
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alnioff a Chriflian... =<x* 
world , who would deny thaſe to be men 7 


It, 
that denyed a God;and would reckon thoſe? 
as beaſts, and worſe , that'would-queſtion 7 
the immortality of the ſoul,;or whether the -- 
h j| creature ſhauld receive a Jaw: from his © 
as Creator z or that ſhould claim-to theme -; 


y ſclves a liberty to do what they liſt , as if } 
there were: no ſtandard to meaſure good +: 


's | and cevilby.: The Heathen would make -: 
, 1  manypraftical Atheilts to bluſh at laft, who -? 
1 3 couldſay, Non ſolum jur & mjutia a nature 


* aiudicantur, ſed omnia omnizo boneſta & ture -7 
1 5 pic; nam & communis intelligentia nobzs res: * 
. | notasefficit,ea que in animis niſtris inchoavit.ut ©: 
F bonesia in virtute ponanturgin vitis turpia. We: -: 
> | are not only able(ſays he) tojudg of right ! 
| and wrong betwixt man and man ; hut we. -; 
| are able todiſcern what is good, and what :* 
'  tsevil , andall.this by the light of nature. 
God: has made ſuch indelible ftamps and ©; 
impreſſions of- theſe firſt principles upon * 
mans reaſon, that till he be extreamty cor» - 
rupted, or judicaÞly hardened , he diſco»: ? 

| vers a tranſcendent excellency in goodnefe, ,* 
and an infamous blot upon wickedneſs z ' 
yea they who for the love of fin ( that they » 4 
might enjoy it quietly, have laboured to1i-- 7 
 lJencetheſefirſt whiſperings of yvature', and * 
E. to blot out what the finger 05 God hath :- 
/. written upon their hearts, baye but labour « | 
ed ta waſh the Blackamore white:; &*whe1 27 
bes C.6- the <* 
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52 _ -. Thedanger of being” 

+ . the Atheiſt in praQiſe has laboured to be 
- ſoin opinion, he has been but a Sceptick 
* atlaſt;theſetruths (like nature under force) 
retiirn upon them again, and they are ſome- 
© times ccnftrained to fear the Deity that 
| they floitat; and to dread/him that they 
| have: oft denied. -Now ſecing 'it is thus, 
| that ſuch ſeeds of the knowledge of good 
* andevilareleft in every mans heart natu- . 
” rally, it may. well be, and does very oft fall 
out , that when men come under the word 
( beſare they have ſinned away this light, 
” and are brought to a deadly Palfie) by that 
E oil which the ordinances do-add to this 
| lamp, andbyacceflion of more light from 
- the ſame, men ſce theſe things more c]er- 
© Jy, and many things more, which were too 
© remote; to be diſcovered by their firſt lighs; - 
”. Hence" 1t comes to paſs that he that by the 
” liphcof nature faw-thatthere was a God , 
© now. ſces ſomething of the nature of God , 
- of his worſhp, and is inftructed in'this;; he 
- that ſaw. that-the ſoul was immortal, and 
| thattherewas ableſiedneſs or miſery fitted 
* to it, fees-where &-what it is. He that ſaw ſin 
+ -conſuſedly,now ſces-it more diſtinAly; yea 
þ. heſecs not only rheſe/things , but-dediiceth 
" 1nany things from theſe, and may have a 
+  pentral inſight into alFthe ways of God, 


+ ſothatmen meerly inlightned, and having 


 rheir!naturals Jpoliſhed and varniſhed. over 


_ by the often rubbing -of the Word . may 9 
come to great convifions of the eruths of _ © 
God :.yea, and theſe convitions may have i 


\Pſal. 4. 6. Who will ſhew us any good. Nog 


vours-to attain them.. -Hence many with- 


| Matthew 19,20. who without ſpecial grace. 


almoſt a Ghriftian, 99- 


4 


ſome confiderable' influence upon their 
wils without the help of grace ; by the help 
of this one thing, which is the nature of .c- 
very being , it loves and ſeeks his own 
good ; this is the language of every being, 


man ſeeks evil formally as ſuch, bur as itis W 
diſguized by Satan, or dreft up by his own 
wanton and corrupt fancy, and made. co +: 
appear in the habit of goodneſs * as the ©! 
Witch. of Exdor raiſed up the devil inSamus 
els garments. Thus as men are convinc'd 
of the good that is in God,and his ſervice, :- 
ſo they may from thofe comman conviti® 1 
ans ſet themſclves to ſeek him, and apply 
themſelves to his ways and ordinances.. : 
And though no man ſees the chief good in = 
God and his ways,but he that is graciouſly A 
inlightened 3 yet common Jight may. dif--; 
cover a kind of good in Gad , and in the 
ſeckingof him z and proportionable to they 
good they diſcever.in ſpiritual things are? 
their perſwafionsto-cmbrace ,. and endea»,—7 


out grace £0 far, .but none far enough to  ? 
reach the kingdom of. God; we have an - 
example of this in- the. young man, . / 
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3” . The danger of being. | 
. the additional light of the means under 


vation of the Law , and offered very fair at 
Heaven , fecing doubtleſs a great good in 


'B through with his purchaſe was this, he faw 
not the ſupream goodin it;though he appre- 


" Hfc,yethe ſaw ſomething which to him was 
better; had this been the chief good in his 
account,it would have been his chief defire. 


ving under 'the meanes they may be fo 
|  heightned,that they may ſce (what he did) 
EF adegree of goodneſs and happineſs in the 


Induced to do,even as he did(having a pro- 


brace thole things, and to.comply with the 


LF ons; or elſe they would not be moved to do any 
F" thing; they. are n0t full perſwaſions, for then 
' they woul@fick at nothing;bur they arc imper= 
Tea, & are niore or leſs, according to thoſe 
apperhentions which they have of theex- 
cellency of God, andof his ways, of which 


, the ſuper-added light of the word , may 


(upon the flock of his natural abilities, with 


which he lived, }) went very far in obſer. . 
falvation 4 but the reaſon why he went not. 


LE hcended it a good thing to inherit eternal | 


And doubtlefsſceing all havethe ſame ſtock 
of theſe firlt principles to trade upon, by lis - 


enjoyment of ſpiritual things, and may be 
 1otont ua oyF rpg of perſwaſton) to enr - 


 ancans [eading to them. Theſe are perſwaſi= - 


The natural man by the light of nature, and 


have 


| tare mea iheebur withouthe worker | 
| .Frace cannot have a true fight; ſuch as | 
ſhould draw him outto Teck ates God with. 


ſees much ; and though he will not do all 


carnal man cannot apprehend any good in 


7. oon_ = . V WW FTW. T7 ES” 


_ | tial compliance with Religions fo 4 
. | ſuppoles may not TpoiThis particular inte» 


| reſt, and yet may attain the end, which is 


-Rions-being wrought wiſely into them by 
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a Chriftian, 


all his heart; yet though he ſees not all, he 


that he iscommanded , yet he will be per- 
ſwaded to do many things. For though a 


the ſtrielt profeſſion of godlineſs , which 
1saccompanicd with the greateſt fe]f-dents- 
al,and expoſes men tothe greateſt hazards, 


yet he dos oft apprehend much good in par. 
r this he 


rrue happineſs. Uponthis account moſt men 
have their meaſures of perſwaſzton , ſome 
are greater, ſome leſs, but fome do border 
upon a full perſwafion,they are aimoſt per=- 
ſwaded, or perſwaded to be almoſt Chrifti«- 
ans. | | | 
Secondly. Theſe perſwaſions do ariſe from 
good: education. Good counſel & inftru-- 


the skill and induſtry of their Parents or” 4 
friends; 8& theſe being backt with good eX>.-4 4« 


 amples,&tcneedby diſcipline,produce ſuch. 


effeQs.Perſonsonce drawn by Jove toenter... 
tain ,. or driven by fear to profeſſe what is 
good,by long cuſtomſcemrohavegotanew- 
nature 3, they ain a-profeſſion-as-if they: 
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56 _ The dangerof being 

were diſpoſed to.it by gracez& whiles they 
want the temptations which others have, 
they ſeem to be fully:perſwaded to be Chri- 


away,(who were as a hedg about them,and 
kept wany.-temptations from approaching 
ncer-them) or when they are taken from 
their-friends, and called to live upon-their 
own(ſtock in ſome place, where they ſee oe 
ther examples, & meet with temptations of 
all ſorts, they ſoon ſhew what; and whence 
their former perſwaſions were : they (hew 


ons to it only made- them ſeem good ; © But 
 -without doubt nextunto grace , good edus 
cation dos. molt of all work upon the ſpirits 


by” 
*— 
. &y 


£ - * 
is” 


* the opinions and perſwaſions of their Pa« 
E rents, andordinarily they do more zeal- 
oufly defend what came from them by tra- 
, dition then what the light of the word al* 
 fordedthem. Nay it is no very: difficulc 
| thing for.parents to drawtheir children to 
_. -Imnitatethemfor the examples of thoſe whom 
> Avclove, perſwade to that which tor it-felf 
& we:do notlove, yea and being drawn once 
todo any.thing in. imitation of another 
* .whomwe honour, we continue ig-ic, leſt-we 
{ _ ſhould be a'Ciſhonour to our copie z, and 
” thus by, continuance we come..to bg pers 
"REED hk __  fwaded 


? Ig 


Fians;but when friends or parents are taken {| 


[ c that ignorance of evil, or want of temptati- 


of men. yea it can do any thing but renew 
the-heart : we ſce how children ſuck in. 
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Zr. almoft a-Chriſtian. 55 
ſwaded'of what we do, and ariſe'ſo high 
innotionandexternal profeſſion , that no» 
thing:is wanting but the power of thoſe _ 

- truths which we aſſent unto, and ſpirituali- 
ty of thoſe duties which we'perform. Thus 
the Parent or the mafier an his child or 
ſervant almoſt a Chriſtian z but its the Lord 
only can make him altogether ſuch, 

- Thirdly, ' Conviti:ons aud perwaſions riſe 
high by ſome ſpecial providence. God knocks 
ſo hard at the door of natural mens con= 
ſciences by ſome afflitions , or eminent {} 
danger of death, that although he does 7; 

.not open the heart as he. did Lydias, yet 

| he makes. a breach, at which ſome trach 3 
enters > which coming in' with ſuch:con+5 

 Yicpn-and power , for the-preſenc:(--yea. 

| and perhaps for the future)” makes ſome*+. 2} 

-changes in the mans apprehenfions and re» © 5 
ſolutions. Thus Pharoab himſelf was con» - + 
'vinc'd of the power 'of God underaffiition, 27 
whom he would not know in profperitye 
When Gods providences were- calm: , he 
thunders,as if there were none greater then 
he; but when God thunders, heis calm, and 
& is brought: by degrees: as the ſtorm did in- 
_creaſe,to conſent to Moſes demands;though 

-Y never fully , and:with all his heart. Abab 
when he was tcrrificd with'the ſharp mef- 

©. ſageof E/:p2, how doesheiſfeem as-a man 

& changed , 1 Kg. 21. 27- he puts aſkes'up- 

on 


_ 
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E938 _- The dangerof being 
” on his head, girds him with ſackcloth,as a F 
” mart mortified and deadto this world; yet | 
| _ who that reads the! ſtory" of' Ababs: lite, 
-Judges this to beany more, then rhe /ighte 
"ng which ſhined in his conſciexce- while 
'the Prophet thundred. Thus we fee men 
-npon'afick-bed,whiletheyare under ftrong 
apprehenſions and fears of death,yea and of 
hell coo, promiſe much to others, and re- 
ſolve much with themſclves, yea and per- 
ſwade themſelves that they are in good 
 -earneft, and engage if God ſpare them, that 
they willbe _— Chriſtians,and give 


-greathopes to others , while the Icaſt we. 


 *can;judge of 'thertt is , that they are al-- 
 _ -moſt Chriſtians: There is no eviltbat cone | 
 fcicnceconvinceth them of, or any fricnd 
-  canmindchem of intheir former lives, byt 
 -they will confeſs, lament, and covenant a- 
gainſt;-no duty then diſcovered , but they 
will affevt unto, and engage to takeap, if 
God will tryithem ; the terrars of the A 
Mighty are ſo dreadful, that they will do 
any. thing:rather then go ta hell. Thus 
Freucis Spire, who deliberately and in cold 
blood denyed the truth, when. he lay in @ 
his bitter agonies, ſaid, if he might be buc 

> . freed fromithem, be would deſpiſe all-the 

; - - tyrants in the world, he would-never be 
afraid to profeſs the truth with the greateſt . 
hazard, - When the fooliſh. Virgins po | 
alaru-. 


Þ alarumed with the notfe of that dreadful - 


WV the door, knocks at mens conſctences, at 


. : a 2 nd Batt 
- th y . > þ 
" almoſt a Chriſtian, 
"a 


cry at midnight,Bebo!d the Bridlegroom comes, = 
they then begin to look, to their Lamps, 2 
and they begin to cry for oyl,, (a thing ; 
which they never ſought for before: ) when 
they were awakened with the cerror of the. 


| Lords approach , then they: run to and 


fro from one to another, crying, give me 
a little of your oyl; nothing lefs enquired: 
for before , nothing askt for* elſe now. 


' Though it be a crurh, that the Judge ſtands - ; 


before the door , Fames 5.9, yet men are 
nothing moved at this , they will Be ftilf as 
long as he fands ftill ; but when he begins 
to knock at the door by ſome fpecial pros 


-yidence, and threatens to come in ſpeedily, _ 
| then you ſhall. fee how.a man-will beftir. 


himſelf, he will do anything, fuffer any 
thing rather then God ſhould break in upon 
him in this condition;thenfor'a meſſenger, 


| for a Miniſter , -or ſome underftanding 
Chriſtian to inftrut him, or intercede for 


him; there can be nothing then propofedto 
him , while the dread of the Almighty is 


| upon him, chat he will nog fubmit unto, and 
| accept of; and all this while, the heart may 


not be changed, All chis may arife from 
hence, he begins to ſee whata fearful thi 

it ts to fall into the hands of the living 
God; thus the Lord who ſtands always at 


One 


" HO Th > bg f ag | — 
- onetimeor aeher at-ſome.mens often , and - f 
: ſomeſtronger as well as oftener;and it isno | 
=-.- wonder if ſuch ſtroaks do beat in ſome 
=... light into the ſoul, and make ſome change + 
> -- Ina mans reſolutions for preſent, and pra» 
Riceafterward- 
_  Fourthly, From the ſearching and convin+. 
cing Ra, of the Word _ which men 
Gve. The Word is ſharper then a two edg- 
ed (word ,:a diſcerner of the keart and {ec 
cret thoughts; it centers into the very ſouls 
of the wicked, and diſcovers what is with- . | 
_ ip, but doth not change memelt 1 It worksa re« 


Tit, jay) 2s the — WI: _ © 
bf corner ofthe thoughts, and intents 
5M hus the wicked themſelves 
TE f _ c food þ it. How did Paul getinto Felix | 
E - his.conſcience, and ranſaked it.? wh 
-—S ;Earch « quake was there for. the pres 
at.? | The Fudge on the Bench trem- 
FE Þ: ” & while the. priſoner at the . Bar 
$>preaches.: This'is the caſe of many a {cof- 
aj fer. at godlineſs, and of fuck as deride:and 
= - deſpiſe the Preachers and profelſers of ir 3 
| . Fhey:came tg -hcar for novecky', ag Helix 
Yb ould hear Par! ;. but the perm {ers 
| winding the Rt; 
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they have of him, andthe reſolutions they. 
have to (eight all that he ſays) gers within 
4 them, rips ap their hearcs, ſhewsrhem che * 2 
ſecrets of their thoughts, 'and they are ſo _ 
par awed with this, that they go away con» 
 vinced 'of the evil of their thoughts and 
wayes, and perhaps refolved tobe other 
- men; yet timeand temptation eat out theſe 1 
things, becauſe thereTs no depth of earth +» ?7 
for theſe to take rooting in. 'I 
Fiftly. Men go thus far to quiet their cone I 
ſciences, though an unregenercate man will Y 


donothing for God , yet he will do much ; 
torhis Peace ; when once the word hatha' 2 
wakened conſcience , and rowſed that 5 * 4 
| when it hath taken him by the throat, and 4 
_4 brought himto the judgement,then he pres. 3 
a4 ſcntly cries for compoſition,then he defires 
* a parley, and then he makes term:$stor his! 
peace ; Any thing to Gp the. month of an 
| accuſing conſcience, eſpecially if it begin - 3 
to condemn, as well as to accuſe. Hence ir' - +2 
is, that many wicked men do many things: 3 
in which they neither pleaſe God,northems:- | 4 
ſelves. They pleaſe not rh becauſe they d3y. 7 3 
them mot upon good principles;They pleaſes* - # 
Pot themſelves. becauſe they arc contrary'to? - 2 
{thgirlatts, which yer-ace as firong in. them? Py. 
JaFever:;-butithey do them to calm confci- 7 
ence they-think ic bercer to iſten tozan=. | 
ſcience; rather then to their carrypones: nl 
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becauſe. the pleaſure of fin doth not coun»: 
 _tervailthe ſorrow and trouble that ir. brings 
+ withit; and ſurcly this is the firedgth of 
” ſuch mens reformation, their preſent peace 
is broken , conſcience is cnlightned , they , 
muſt cither deny their Juſts, or livein a-pre- 
ſent belhjif it were not for this preſent fore- 
taſte of cvil,.they would not be moved, they 
--,- would deſpiſe all the evil which is threat- 
ned to come. _ | 
. 6. God: bath ſome ſpecial ends, in theſe 
things: As [+ ig 
Firſt , God bath a deſign to honour the 
word , and be makes the wicked themſelves 
witneſſes of the truth, and power of it, as 
- well. as the godly. They;carry up and 
- down in their lives the - pledges of the 
ſame. For their reftraints do prove the. 
' powerof it as well as the others converſi» _ 
. _oxs. Thoughthewill no: Jove Godand 
his ways, yctGed will make. them fear,and 
though we donot preach to their hearts, 
yet we. {hall preach to their conſciences ; 
and they ſhall be brought in at che laſt to 
prove what -we preached was true , they 
themſelves having experienced it- Nay let. 
7. meadd this, that the bridling aud curbing 
of. wicked men by the Word ,is a greater 
__ __ evidence( in ſome ſenſe) of the power of it 
then” the” governing of the; godly. [Thoſe 
few things which the wicked do jor fear of 
i . QC 
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| the Word, ſhews the power of God: tore © 
then thoſe many things which the- Saints; _ * 
do for love of it 3 thereaſon in this, becauſe: ©: 
the godly haye new and tender- hears} 
| which are eaſily wroughtupon,and arerea-' 
dy to comply with every command'/ of += 
God 3 bur the other have' hard and-fony 
hearts , unapt .to yeild. 4 The-ftrength. og 
_ «ſharpneſsof a ſword is' more feen by ma- 
&% king a ſmall impreſſion upon ſtee} or ſtone, 
-- WU <chenalargeonzupon wax:and {arelyGods 
&word is glorified not onely by converting, 
; but by reſtraining; by chaining up the-Ly- 
«<on., as well as leading the Lamb; the ſcars 
5 BM <wvbich unregencrate men carry of . the 
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© Miniſtry, prove it mighty through God. 3 
2. Goas end is, to give men here a fores 
taſte of the judgement to come 3 God keeps © 
BM © apetty ſ{cfſionshere,before the greatAﬀlizey : 
B © Felix hada taſte of #13 Judgement; the 1? 
Lord made him to fee] ſomething of what ? 
he heard, and while Paul was reaſoning of © 7 
judgement to come , God made it ſeem pres © 
ſent; and ths Judge is by the authority of 
FF the Word put into the place of the priſo- 
- er; hetrembles as it he were really atihe- 
Bar, which Pau! had but now diſcovered, 
Afis 24:25, Thus the Lord deals often 
with wicked men , who flcightall bonds, 
and caſt the.cords of God tar from them; 
be binds them'faſlt in- irons ,4and —_— 
; ; Tacm 
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"6 The dangerofbeig” | 
themin chains for Jadgement to come; and 
though they ſeem to have the only liberty 
of all-men , and «to enjoy all pleaſure, yet 
|. © they carry ſome-Feliſhes of this day upon 
- their ſpirits , which are as the chains 
which the priſoner«dragegs after him. Nay 
| hedocsnot only keep them in irons thus, 
| -butihe gives them ſometaſts of hell ir ſelf, # 
' ſach as Cain an4 Fudas had , and then be | 
takes them out of one bell, and throws them | 
” into another, 'as the. Saints are in Heaven, 
oft times before they die, in the aſſurance 
of their intereſt in it:{o wicked men are oft 
in hell before hand , by their fore-raſt of it. 
3« To leave men inexcuſable. Nothing will 
-  firip them ſo naked at the Jaſt day as theſe 
*  perſwaſions which they had ; according to 
” the meaſure and clearneſs of theſe, ſuch 
* will bethcir ſhame, and-ſuch will be their 
contuſion, to fee how near they came to | 
- * the kingdom of God, and yet ſhut out. God | 
convinces: thoſe of fin whom he ingends to | 
fave, that they may condemn themſelves, 
and juſtific God here; and he convinces mas | 
ny whom be intends not to ſave, that they | 
may be forced to juſtifiz him hereafcer, | 
when he ſhall condemn them, Pſalm 5 1.3,4. | 
Againfit thee have I ſinned, that thou mayejt 
be jujtified when thou ſpeakeſt , and pure when || 
thoujuage/t. Pavid did notin that God 
might be juſtified , but David:was. convin« | 
| | ced: 


. Ced of hisfm, that God might becleared, © 
and David condemnedin himſelf. Saints * 
| conviftions make them humble themſelves, * 
| and the convidions &reftraints-which are 
;Y thereby made upon wicked men, will make 
very much for the juſtifying of God at the 
| laſt, and forthe taking of all excuſe- from 
| them; for they can never anſwer this pleas. 
,= If there were not evil in fin, why did you feay 
| orrefrain from any ? andif there was evilin it, 
= why did younot refrain all ſin? and this will 
= ftoptheir mouths, that they had knoawledg 
© of this day, & of the judgement of it';. for 
God will take out a copy of the:Judgement 
of the day out of their own conſciences, 
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C H A Ps, V L | : i Y 
Shewing the reaſons why men ſoifar pevſwats. © 
ded go no further. | \ 6 MY 


U. - How comes it to paſs; that men” 
chus far perſwaded go no farther? 

-  Avit 8a wonder-that men go*ſo far as: 
ſome do without grace; ſo is itas ſtrange a 
thing,that being browght ſo far;they ſhould: 
. | op here; burthis: is CLE Y Na 
{|  Firlt, from Satan ; helabours:to-blinde. 2 
[; their Oe z: that-they ſheuld: nort- ſee the | # 
1 j things that belong' to their peace; bur if © 
| he cannot keep them in C groſs darkneſs, 

and 
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” and in a total negle& of Heaven, then he 
hath a hundred ways tocouzen them , and 
tobring them to compolttion , and to per- 
fwade them to half iewith God ; if he-can- 
not keep'thern where they are, yer he will 
make them 4it down in-the mid-way to 
- Heaven ; heknows that he that underbids 
| fhallbuy the-truth no more then he thar i 
| _nevercheapensit, He knows Chrift hath | 
{et the price upon it ,'*and.'be that will not 
give” all that *he . bath for "the kingdome of | 
Heaven , ſhall 2s ſurely loſe it , as he- that 
| will give nothing. He that will keep onefing 
' - "or deny one command of Chriſt to ſubmir} 
to it, {hall-therebybe excluded as well as 
he thatycelds in nothing to Chriſt. The de- 
vil does Iabour therefore <0 {:.1der awas | 
= kecned (oules , from comming up fully to 
Chrift When he connotthinder them from 
= doing ſomething,he willperſwade them to 
'P Keep theright hand,orto ſpare the right eye. 
 IWthey will rake cheir lamps, yethe will not 
" {uffer thenvto take oylfor'their vellels; and 
| thiswaySatancouzensmota few;,who can» 
| notbe tempted to ſir *Rill, yet are <afily 
*. Kept from preſling forward tothemark. . 
Second Rea. From their conſciences:Goplci- 
ence having-atrained 'its'end-which was 
k peaccatherman fits down. It was noringybur 
2 men-ſtir, and no#, by doing fomething, 


having 
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having obtained a liclepaacethey ſay,foul, 7 
chou haft cnongh;they never A in religion - 
beyond neceflicie 3 nor gofurther then the *? 
ecrroues'and fearesof cofiſciencewill drive 
them;and theſe arc oft times removed with» = 
out gracc;and they ſit down without Chriſt, 5 
I ſhewed:you in the-former how'the devil : 
did hide from them the 'exrent of their ? 
duties,andthe latitude ofChriſtscommands, : 
that-ſo they might [not attempt 'to:go far- -? 
ther then' he might conſent umo , with 
ſecurityto'his own intereſt in them, having -- 
cozened them into-a good opinion of theme 
ſelves & miſ-repreſented the work of grace, '} 
and the change which is wrought in them; ? 
they think all is well,and conſcienceis in a - ; 
great calme., and?this being once afleep 
again they fettle upontheir lees5 the — 3 
which are yetleft aranot purged out. For all ? 
. the motions of man which proceed from !: 
no-other principle then the teares of death * 
and hell,carry aman no fatth&then'to ſeck | 
his own peace; the conſcience is wounded, 
and it theman cart lick-that whole-again, : 
hee is quiet; but # the will-were' wrought 
upon, he would -not ſet down till he were ; 


perfealy.changed. _— 

Third Reaſ.. May be from thiir own corrup= 
1103.''/'Being awakned by the wordithey bee | 
 gin-to-ftir under» the:ſenſe of the danger', © 
_ and being convinced of "I cruth they re Þ 
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*- civcit with joy, arid like Herod do many 
* things; till-it-comes to ſome peculiar cor- 
EF ruption, andthere they are ſtopped; there is 
 fomedarling laſPor other that they can= 
” notlcapover they march like Feby furi- 
* ouſly with' a ſeeming zeal for God, ill | 
they come t0 the golden Calves of Dan 
” and: Bethel , and they cannot pull theſe 
| . down 5-ſome luſt, ſome intereſt , ſome ade | 
* wantage. hinders thetn from following 
| of Chriſt fally , and had they but-grace in 
& .thcir wils ſutable to the light in their un+ 
& derſtandings, they would be Chriftians in- 
+. deed, as in the caſe of Febn, 2 King. 10.25, 
.. 29,/30- The young man in. che goſpel 
- goes on very cheagfully, and bids fair for 
{= Heaven, as one that was reſolyed to have it 
& npon any termes; Mat..19: 20: What lack. 1 
- yet 2 He ſecms co be willing to give more 
 dor Heaven, then all had yet given, and to 
- do morethenyet he had done, as if all that 
; God had required in the law had been too 
| litcle, and; too low @ price for glory z but 
- -whenChriſt makes a propoſal co him which 
mc. with-his-davling fin which was the | 
.Jove of the world, he gocs away ſorrowful. 
This man that was ſo ncar the kingdome 
* of Hcavenin all apparcance , leaves it be- 
k | hind him for-che love of onc_ corruption ; 
” chisisthe caſe ofcyvcry half /Chriftian; one 
{4 Juſt or other hinders them , (though they 
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Z none, kealing their wounds ſleightly:'; and 
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ſcem'to ran wel) and parts Chrift and them } 
for ever. OV SO871 2 VE HY 
- Fourth Reaſ. From the meanes they livs + 
under; they may live under a fawning and 
flattering Miniſtry, who will perſwadethem 2: 
that the ſmoak'is a fire , and the ſpark is a 
flame. that cry peace, peace, wherethere'is- 


daubing them with antempered mortar, 
Ezek, 13.10. How: many are there thatgo 
to Hell tn peace, whom their Miniſters ca» -: 
nonize:hers-for Saints? how manyare cares 
leſs of themſelves, by reaſon of their Mini= 
ſters ' confidence , who will ſalute people” 
by thename of belcevers, as if he knew 
their place in Heaven? This makes theme? 
think they live high, when indeed 'cis he 
that preaches low, and that all is well, be- 7 
cauſc he never ſhewed them howill ic-is, 
Men: preach the work: of conyerlion: by 1 
halves, they ſearch nottheir people to the: !? 
quick , they come not necr the conſciences } 
of their hearers , neither do they labourto * 
doit; ifthey-can cloath their mattcr in dfil+ - * 
kenand ſoit language that may: pleaſe the } 
cars of their people, and gain applauſea» ? 
mongſt them,they think all is wellzand itis : 
no-wonder if they think asthey do ,- and /; 
thus both go down {lumbering into hell; 
Fift Reaſ- May beinreſpc&tof God,and #i 
that in a four='ald __ 1% 14117 rol 
rw 1.an 


EF +.4:-.In aloof his Xp ne hepuniſhes 

E ie diſobedience to their former. lights , 
pap wiaholding of light-from them , Kom. 
* 41:28; and becauſe when they had. but 
| lietle they were not faithful with. thats 
therefore Goll will truſt them. but with! lit- 
| tes it is-juſt-with.Gcd-to-puniſh the abuſe 
of Hipknk roo and;gites , ("ag with- hold. 
- Ing of ſupernatural. 
L +2. Goddoth it toſhew his ſoveraignty; 
' grace Is. abſ6lutcly his own ; he ows it no 
{ man, bugives it-to whom he pleaſcth 3 he 
| denievitto therinligheicd and convitced:, 
—=1 to hirk:thit4s almoſt a Chriſtian z lie 
" refuſeth to the Scribes and Phariſces, and 
| gives it-to Publicans and haflots, Mat. 2r. 
- 3t. that meh might. know that he will:'do- 

F wha pleaſcth/him with his own... ,--— + 
; - 34 That: be miglit: hew what: the: will 
of manis, andhow vain a thing: when left 
tot ſelf. God will have us to ſeetharit is 
- not of him-that willeth-, or of him that 
| © mend! but. ofGod: which ſhewethanercy, 
| Rom.' 9. :6.:: If it lay inthe: will of man 

| doubtleſs; men: ſo far. perſutaded works 
, rarn to'Gods. 
|  . 4- Gedorders it fo that he might beads 
| inie yt” 2 Thef-'1. 0: in them that beleeve, 
cthat/ they:thar are ſaved may fceits wholly 
| kom Godgntents icople bf Godihaibee 
j_ ole that followedrhor fo-doſe-in: 
P 3s { 
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almoſt x Chriſtian. \ | _ 
feſljon, that they tread. upon their hecls, © 
and. perhaps in, parts. and common. gifts 
i. | exceeded: them, when they ſhall ſeerhele 7 
t | ſtanding onthe left hand, and themſelves 
, | on the right, they will then cafily ſce 7 
- | what it was that- made, them to. differ, |? 
e | they-will then cry out, grace, grace,and.ads # 
. mirethe wiſdem of God. : I 
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r 7 SE 1+ This ſpeaks terror to thoſethas 
| | Cf arc notatallperſwaded tobe Chriffie 7 
| | ans. If thbſe char arc almoſt Chriſtians are- 
| liketo fall ſhort, what will becomeof thoſe 7 
who are ſo far from-being Chriſtians, that 2? 
they have onely the name _, and nothing 3 
el{c?- that have not: the ſhew- and; appea» * 
rance of bcing ſuch? - what wilt become of 7 
the prophane., the Drunkard, the Swearer , 
the Scotfer. ,the Sabbath-breaker, and the * 
uncleanzot himthat; is to far from carrying 4 
oy in his, veffcl,thaz he- hath none in his: - 
kLmp:? if: hoſe: that in: the; judgement; af |} 
many pafſe:tor righteous, ſhall: miſcarry., ? 
what: wilibecoeme of thoſe whomall-men' 
brand:with the name of wicked $& uwngod.. # 
ly? ſargcſballbe.ſcnt ed hel from hc {Ogls | 
ety of the Saints wha went-ſo'far, thasthey || 
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2 Thegangerofbeing 
- were not diſcerned by the firiQeft profet- 
> fors,asthe ſoolifhVirgins! what wilbecome, 
> of them, that are the companions ofthe 
wicked , that cat and drink with the drun- 
* ken. If God deal thus with -the green 
 tercethat_ hath leaves, yearand fome fruit, 
|. * becauſe his fruitis ſowre, or not ripe; what 
F. will che Lcrd do with the tree that is drycd 
E up, and hath nejther fruit nor yet leaves 2 
& -ſurcly God will bind theſe np in tundlesr, 
NZ and caſt them into everlaſting burnings. O- 
$- conitder with your ſelves, you:have heard 
how far a man may go, and yet be butal- 
Y moſt a'Chriftian; are-not many of you con- 
; Vinc'd chatyoufall ſhort of theſe , and that 
you come not neerthoſe who yet fall ſhort 
| of the mark of the high calling ? If theſe 
$- ſhall pzriſh who go beyond ycu; hew can 
|. you- poſſibly eſcape that: come nowup to 
EF rhem? ſurcly chis-muſe needs convince many 
- of you, that-your-condition ts ful of palpa. 
ble and manifeſt danger, Ile not ſpend. 
”- timeto reaſon out the miſery of your cons 
dition, nor to- convince you concerning 
theſe things, for:you carry up and down 
* with you the worm which gnaws you: ale 
. ready. The: Drunkard and the» Swearer I 
am-perſwaded, is condemned of himſelf; 
but ball haſten to addreſs my feH to:ano» 
| | thee ſort of: people who: are ready to be 
* ; 'morequictthen/you, and to- > 
= +  * .ICIVES 
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Es alin Chrifiar, 7 
ſolves in dens that it is not ſo bad wich 
ne. them as with others, when perhaps it & 
he | worſewirh.them then allthe reſt. . | 
n- |  Hhall nowturne my ſelf cowards FI 4 
en | who would be accounted Chriſtians, and- ? 
it, | do in a meaſure and: degree more or lefh> F 
at | comply wighthe.ways of God: ” | 


ed ? 
33 E Crap. V.LIT.. , 
0 T he Second V Tr c whichi is of Examination: : + _ 

rd 
"ll | SE 2. Give me leave (wy fricnds +4 4 
t- to make. application of all that harhy 5 


at f been ſaid unto you, for Lhaveſpoken this ® 
rt | principally for your ſakes. - Does not this 4 
ſc | place begin toput on the face of Religion? -? 
n | youdo net webs your ſelyes to be: 
0 Chriſtians , but many: of you. do. believe * »F 
y | thatthereis more in being a Chriſtian then PE 
- | abate profeſſion, and that to bea Chriſtian -* 
d | is-more then to be callgd a Chriſtian 5: you. » 7 
- | would pretend to 'be: Chriſtians in the 

ſtrigeft ſenſe... Oh my friends, is it an ho- - 
nourto'be called, and-accounted. a Chris. - 
Rian, and-is it not much-more an: honourro 4 | 
be a Cbriftian } #f there: be auy good in+ bes. - 
ing a \ Chriſtian , then labour to be-ſuch in»: , 
deed, and if : there be no. good in- being fo., 
they do not pretend to _be:fo ; cither labour $ 
ta be what you would lean to "Ru OF do nos | | | 
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"Sprecend to. be what you defire not to- bez 
* FDE-Chriftizns If truth ;'or beno'Chriftians. 
»* in appearance, F'kn6w your eatmor: hear || 
E _.. the things which have'bee ſpoken ro-you, 
F. without ſonic convictions you ruſt confeſs 
# that your conditions have beer ripe up , 
| - and. by what-hath bechi faid, if your hearts 


#& be not in-a deep {leep, you. maſt needs be 
F ſerfible that min of i woe very far from 
E being Chriſtians, and the moſt of you are 
* but almoſt Chriſtians, Are thoſe things of 
& allcnder conſideration ? can you think that 
= this is your condition, or ſuſpet it, and yet | 
* Je quiet? nay, car yow'chuſe” but trembſe 
© think whac a dreadful ching it is to. 
& be but almoſt a Chriſtian? ſome of you. 
+ perhaps are convinc'd'you are not almoſt 
+ - Chriftiars yet--, ſome that 'you are tur 
F 4lmoſt , and ſome -are ſo guiky: , chat 
þ* you! dare nor pue je'apen the rryal, deaf 
F- It ſhould be manifeſt that. you arc fuch as. 
+ the doArine hath (giſcovered. Some' of 
you perhaps are like Gallo, .you care for 
| - none of theſe things; you are reſolved to. 
| -bequict what'ever® the Minifter ſays; :not. 
1 minding that there is a greater that. .con+ 


demns you then the Miniſter-5-if we-could: 
a. throw-hefre about. your ears, and ſcorch 
| 2 you withthe heat.of the Word + yet: you: 
'F ; would be quict again ſo foorr as-you- can. 


| 7 geraut of the ſightof the pulpit , 'and: the. 
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' alft Chriſtin.” 
ſound of the Miniſter ; Hl, we <conld 
fire from H AYE 4864 jab did... 2.6 
119. Te do not. many of . Jou'l : 
| in.lictle cafe? arc you not ctimes 1 er + 
much trouble», and. .many - conviat.s 
while you arc under the word 2. but when * 
you arc. out of the noiſe ofthat, £5981 
quiet again. Ah my friends will OU nee 
ver bc. ſ{crious, and in good-carncki 2. will: 
you always be betwixt jcft.and de 
will you alwayes dally with conTicans 
and trifle with eternity ? ſhall. all that. 7 
have ſpoken to, you from this. Text be i 
rpoſe. ?, hall I, conclude, that - = 
Wb raiſed. me. up. in judgement : tO LIE 
witneſſe againſt you? Pray give me] ve, 
to reaſon with Son abit: » and oh Gs 
things which have been Eire: to. 
were written upon your . hearts , tha 
could but make you ſcnfible of the ary 
of that As in. which many 2h 
are, Oh. thar I could fo affe&t 'my'ow 
heart , an1yours in this thing, that tho c : 
words which Francis Spire. reathed: cur - 
in his agony , might be: ever ſounding in 
our ears 3 1t is a fearful thing :to be: ah ed 
Chriſtian. I befeech you. brethren enquire | 
concerning your conditions , and compare :: 
yourſelycs with the word which hath bcen 
preach'd. ,, Gather - up thoſe convidtions® 
whach. youhaye met mph In, this. Kids 
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6: The dangerof being 

- courſc,and ſec what'anſwer you.can maſe- 
” 2o'the Inditements which your conſciences 
Fave drawnup againſt you from it. 
” - lfconſcience have notaﬀed irs part hi- 
+ therto, Ict-it do ic now. Begin and judge 
2 Jour ſclves; that you -be-not judged of the 

” Lord. Batcr it is to Jadge your ſelves, and 
| Je inthe duſt', then co be judged of God ; 
 andcaft Intohel: fiſe. T'would intreat all- 

- you that have at any.time attempted any 
} reformation, and pretended to a change: to - 

'- conſjder ſcriouſly of thisthing. Arethere 
| nor ſore here, who haye been under great 
" conyidtions of the cvil of your conditions , 
- and, when theſe were ſtrong upon you ,.. 
 ypumade greatepromiſesof reforming, and 
| of beivg new men. Nay, you: could not- 
+ Tonccalthis , bur others have taken notice 
F of it, good people took-notice of it-, and 
» they had great hopes; and wicked men took . 
- notice of it,. and perhaps for-preſent were 
| Nardled at it; but have they- not finice faid - 
Joc, fee what is become of ſuch a mans re- 
formation, the man is become like one of - 
- usagain., I am confident here are thofe 
”. amongſt us who, will-be ſtang to purpoſe 3 . 
when. they come upon-their Jeathbeds: | 
when they do butlook back; and confider 
22 what comitions they had , what promilcs - 
| : they hays made ,what profeſſion they have 
| | taken up tor a tine ,. and: how' necr they . 


* 


ale ibs: | 3 
cametobe Chriſtians, and how ceyhene. 
fallen- away from their profeſſion , andare: - 
fallen to- their wicked praftiſes again” iti - 
private, yea fe ſometimes to plead ſeth 
| evils of which they have been convined. 

Others of you that have not- fallen beck: + 
ſo viſibly, yet bow have you ſtood filland I 
ſhamed the hopes of Gods people, who 

have expeRed* greater: things - from- you', .. 
| then they "ſee: ,, or find-!* It may-be ſaid | 
of ſome of you-,.asit was of the Galathis : 
ans , ye did ran well, who did binder yout you.- © 
ſeemed to begin-in the ſpirie , but will _ 
end inthe fle{ti? you did run at firſt ſete = | 
forth , and you were very ſenſible ,. 
ſcemed*very ſerious , but now you flack. 
your pace. Is there lefle evil in fin now., 
then when your eyes were firſt opened 3} 
you could then- roar- and” cry ,. oh +the . 
evil of fi in, oh my. .Drankenneiſe my 
company* keeping - , - my Carding-and 
Dicing ; theſe were bireer things ; but are 
theſe-chings leſs evil now: then they were? 
I am-ſure fome-of yourhave other thoughts 
of theſe then-you- had; isthere- leſs need of + 
Chrift-now- then in former-days ? or- are 3 
you.leſs ſenſible of it? is there leſs need a. 
zeal for -Gods-glory now - then. beforc, 
and ofcircumfpe&tion-in your-walking?' i is. 
the ſociety+-of the le of God Tefle : 
profitable, or lll abtoter way, 
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gs © Thodengerof being 
F- ome of you. who ſeemed to. defire op- 
© portunicies of getting" acquaintance, with 


- 


| ahcmare ats Rand? Look intothelechings, 
-” and: toll me whether chefs things do not. 
- ſpcakſadlyof many of you, that you were 
once t-Chriftians , and are now gone 
F backs and others arc but. almoſt Chriſti- 
| arts, andchercforoſtand.at a Ray,it you do 
”  notdceline? Oh that 1 could perlwade you 
| to pluck off thoſe Figg-leaves with which 
| you-cover your ſelves, and ſce the:naked- 
:. nefleof yourfouls , acknowledge it, and 
” comyt10-Ghrift, for white rayment, that 
gone; nakednefle do nor ;appeare 3: that 
| " profeſſion” which- you. cover your ſelyes 
 weithall now , will bc your ſhame ar the 
| laft day, 

| ©, Buthere will arife a greatqueſtion; How 
ſhall know whether] am a Chriſtian in 
E good carnclt or not, whether Jam alegge- 
"FP a] Ghriftian-? Now , you-will ſay this 
:  muaſt-nceds be hard 6o reſolve , becauſe we 
* finally andevery onchath ſome defcftsor 
-- ether» and will have till weare perfeRed. 
| - How-ſhall 'we be able to difingiſh; berwixt 
© the defects ofa-truc Qhriſtian, and ons that 
” H butalmoſtaChriſtian? {7 

> . nf. A ſound Chriſtian commonly 
2 tails in the manner of pertorming dutics , 
} buthethar jobut a Chrittian inparcfails in 
 chemaitor-thic firſt fails in the cirramlian» 
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tials;;the ſecond is the S»blertia/ of duty. 
A found: Chriſtian: /parforhts 'Gvory dary | 
made:khownto him, theather picks and. | 
chooſes his duties, fuch as ate oſt? or rhoſt-_ * 
profitable,or moſt infeſhivn,or tuchas ave baſh 
atcommuditated'to his own parts or ebilities.He- © 
takes up ſore: ,) andleaves ootyothers 3: bus 
a ſound Chriſtian takes up everydatyhenm 
briccs. altF the: commands: of G6d;: with- -: 
_ equall reſpe& , not having any reſpec ro- 
thoſe things which [guide the: ether it2- 
his. profeſſion and'praftice 5: The:-one will 
performs : publique: daties y | becaute he : 
cart make his advantage; of thein ;-there- ? 
1s-an honour! 0P'a/ profit attending them. I 
but. he negleQs private duties, becauſe he 
can make no advantage of that whichind.- 3 
' | man feces; | Or if hee do perform: private- 
| duties of prayer, andreading; yet licomi(s: © 
" | the examination of his. heart, and the? 
| watching over his thoughts;aiid'thenide»- 7 
' | tifying. of his ſecret corruptions, becauſe 
theſe things are hard, and the otlier ave- 
more eaſice. Beſides: arnongft his-publick: 
ducteg'he:petformes ſome -beoauſe +thoy:do- } 
make moſt for the: diſcovering; of his ibis. 
lities 5 a9 man that hath a giftinprayers . 4 
or in-opening the word, may-do much: in - , 
them-notfoetthelove ofthe duties; but out: 
he tharisIndeedaChriſtian wil) doall that: | | 
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” yo. —  Thedengerof being: | 

© j&commanded-; though it be-a duty which 
© tenot ficced tohis advantages, nor to which | 
© bets not fitted by natural accompliſhments, 
 yerhewill do-it willingly and cheerfully, 
{ - though he can do it but weakly , this'was 
F Divids-frame, Pſa!. 119.6.7hen ſhall I not be. - 
* - aſhimed whey I bave reſpedt unto all thy com- 

Lanes: | 


] $; 3H 

| - - | Now þ befeech you confider this; . Are 
there not there thoſe who do'pick and 
chooſe their duries,and that live inthe con<- 
flant (nay total , negl:& of ſuch duties, as | 
| they areconvin® of? With what face can | 
Lay claiincoan intereſt in Chriſt, & call, 
þ- ſelves Chriftian? How many are there 
'- here that will take up-ſome duties that arc 
- In faſhion, and yet will-negl<@others that 
E have a little felfe denyal annextuntothem? * 
” Can you bediſciplesot Chriſt withourtol- - 
$ - lowing Chriſt, nay:can- you | be difciples - 
EF without following him with your. croffes 

& upon-yourbacks? Mat.16.24. Donot flatter: 
F and deceive your ,fclves , it is not/ every-/ 
* onethat crycs Lord, Lord; it is notevery 
* one that. calls himſelfe a-Chriftian :that 
will 'be found a Chriſtiar'at-the laſt day; 
that which: will paſs you-:for-a. Chrifttan 
amongſt: men-; :will not do it-beforc:.the 
Judges not with'mans judgment. 
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7 Lord,who-Ju 
| The Lordis ifpartiall in judging; and If 
| yowbenorſein yourprofeiſion y &: in your 
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his Name. | 


econdly.Though all'do fail partly in the 2 
matter,and partly in manner of performing. -? 
[duties , yet a fincere Chriſtian Jabours'to * 
| finde out his defe&es, and to be hambled for : 
them; but the halfe Chriſtian cithers ſees 


or conſiders them not,and therefore is quiet 
under them. A gracious ſoul is much in 


prying into its own mifcarriages,. both in 
| its omiſſions, what duty hasbin negle&ed & 
into its weakneſſes 3. what negleR hath bin. /- 
-|in the dutics, what grace was wanting, or #/*: 
| what was weak init, and ſoonedut y ris»  * 
| ſes. out of the aſhes of another.But the other 


takes no notice of thoſe things , but cot 


| tents himſelf when he has done the duty., 
| and is-glad thathis task is over,cven as one 
{reivyces that he is come to his journeys 


endz the one ſecs a reaſon to pray again , 
wher-he hath been atprayer ,. to begg par» 


ther ſccsno ſuch thing ; - the language of a 
carnall' heart after any dutie (however: it 
be dence) is nothing butthis. Now:fout take 


thy eaſe. Oh now tell me, be therenort many 

6 f duties z publick > 
and-private, family and clofet dutics, and . * 
yet youare quict under them? this isſad e» | 


that live in the negle& Oo 


vidence that you are of theſc halfe Chrifti> 
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| don for the fins of his prayers; but. the 0s _ ; 
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| almoft a Chriftian. © _ $87 
obedicnec, be ſure of it, the Lord will puta - } 
: difterence betwkxt you-and choſe:that fear . ; 


ec 
*2, 


” anzIfyouwert truly humbled, it were im- 
” poſſible that you ſhould pleaſe_your ſelves 
+ infuch apoſture; ictis impoſlible for a man 
E of woman to: continue refolvedly in that 
- forwhich he istruzly humbled: that which 


thou groaneſt under, thou wilt: labour to 


lay ddwn,and'it thou art nothumbled un- 
-_ der thy defets, thowart no Chriſtian: ;; Ree 
member ang: conſider it: all you that hear 
_ nie this day, it is athing inconſiſtent with 
 thetruth of Chriſtianitie for a man to live 
 Hawilling, quict; conſtant negle& of any 
> Kknown:duty.. : The beſt Chriſtian may be 
|  puthbytheperformance of his known duty, 
bt the ſtrength 'of - ſome. temptation for a 
> time;-but to perfiſt in this, to.make-this 
- His conſtant. praQtice;, and quict' himſelf 
init ,: is a; notorious proof of a half 
Chriſtian; :Bur *this :Ict me ſay. to.you, 
who are:ccomplaining of your failings in 
duty, and are deeply ſenſible of your wan« 
drings, and wcaknetlcs, and your ſouls-are 
aflited for them and you are filled from 
* _hencewith humble thoughts of your ſelves; 
| Godwillpita ditfecence betwixt your de- 
{ fets,andother mens 1: Be':of good com- 
& fort, you ſhall riot bd reckoned 

theſc haltcrs y and halfcrs in the worſhip of 


' impettcRions of your duticstoliclow , # 
Humble bttore tlie 'Lord; ſhall — 
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Þ - alntoff. @ -Chriflian"* 3 3 
charged with-them in the: world to.cames © 
Agd-you that canncithee think: well,, nor -: 
ſpeak well of your ſelves in what you. do, | , 
you-thall have this honor, & this comfort,to 
{ hear well of God, and {ball have this telti- & 
mony , that you have-pleaſed him', when 
ou; ſhall/have the great ſeal'of Gods appro» 
tion fet uponipour weak, but fincere o- 
bedience , Well done you' good.-and: faithful ' 
ſervant.” - 320095 STha+-30 2out: 
unwilling to find out his duty. though lie 

dare not live'out of theſpraftice;ot itgpcin 
convinc'd)but he that is-adtogethir « Gbrifti» © | 
anu , does nog onely live:in-the prafice-of 
what he: knows ,;but:is greedy 404v0w, what ' © 
he ought to praiſe. ]t is net-ſg much the li» 
ving up £0:what we:know: x asthedelire to  * 
know how we ſhould Hive.z:that- does: :eyj- 
dence-a; man :to;-he/; a found and-. im» 
partial Chriſtian. -\1t 4s poffible t0 find 
man that neglefis no known' duty: .ahd jet 
is but haltf.a Ghriftian ,far conſticnee may 
be ſo-awekoned githatia; man; may natdare - 
wo nxgle&t any thing which be:-is convinedd 
he: oiighs to-do being! known he: [muſt 
pradties it , for his peace.ſake; but this-man 
3s. riot willing co:know his daty, he will'noc 
Þ take inup ill is: beckearly brought home ro £ 
{him bewilinarifeck for jt 91nd bums after 
Siecgheowhl] Rp Hrnund EIA 23 
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9% , "The dangerof being "1 
* hecmn; but when he can withſtand" the 
” "*hines;ahd intimations, and convitions no 
»* -Jonger,then he cannot bar cake it up : but! 

he that is a true Chrifiizn docs not onely 
Z wcnge what he knaws, but he defirs to{ 


et a Oro =nw— ons g aa mm wr po nmwp = wwwrowU og & 


w that he may -praftiſe 3; he ſecks out 
fortdisdaty, which a hypocricewill not do; 
the liypocrite ſecks for his: peace in- the 
-perfortmance-of.duty , but the godly wan 
ſecks out for his duty:; if he have the leaf 
hint in the Word of any duty which he 
hath been ignorant of , he cannot be quiet 
'till he'be farisfied about itztill he hath tound 
it. out; + The other does not more g=*edily 
* |- fuck in comfort and notions tending that 
way, then hie does information” of duty and: 

direQions about it, RE: 
+ '-*  Now'lee me tell you the difference bes 
| tweet thoſe two of: perſons: is 'not 
"more eminently ' difcerned in any thing 
-then'. in this-I am ſpeaking unto. For 
'the bigheſt-.picch+ chat. ſuch-a man can 
cometo who is not: fully a Chriftian , is 
e>is:,' that he maylive in the practiſe of 
every known duty ; yet here-he is diſtin: 
guiſhed from a'ſound, hearty, ſubſtantial 
Chriftian 5 ' there is in bim an unwilling- 
_ neſs to: be informed , and convinced of bis 
> *daty.-.. Phere' does: remain in cyery un» 
| regenerate man ,(andis the fureſtmark of 
| <unregeneraey, Jan unwillingnefs to come to 
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| the light ,' leaft their deeds: ſhould be dif- 77 
covered. Naturat conſcience , and legal  -! 
working will make a man follow the light * 
when once it hath found him out, but no- 
thing but grace will make a man love the 
[light and ſeck after the light towalk 'by 
it » Fobn 3-20,2t, - Give me leave to com» 
mend this particular to your conſideration; 
and take heed you be not deceived here. 
Here are ſome of you come tothe Word, 
and perhaps God meets with you ,” and 
convinces.you of a ſin,-and you goaway 
and reſolve againſt it; nay. perhaps you 
make conſcience of that ever after; again 
you are convinc'd of ſuch a duty, and 
gohome, andtake up ſome reſolutions to 
praftice it, . nay you \cannosbe quiet in 
the negle& of it, and you will ſay, furely 1 
am now a Chriſtian indeed , for 1 live in 
theCommiſſion of no known fin , ndr in 
the omiſhon of any+'known duty; do I 
lack any thing yet? tbis is chough for to 
make thee paſs fora: true Chriſtian with 
others , but- this doth; not make thee-fo 
before the Lord , neither mayeft thou con+ 
clade thy felf ſach a one from- all this; 
thou mayeſt be almoſt a Chriſtian all this 
while ; :for the main thing - may yet þs 
wanting, which is grace inthe heart ; thou 
mayeſt not neg/et duty, and yet thou mays 
eft not love thy duty; thou mayeſt nog dare 
' , to 
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' fireS&muchblown upon, but the dry wood}: 
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mayeft not delighr in the commands: off 
God; ifthou haſt nothing but conviRtions} 
and awakenings of conſcience , thou wit 
never hant afccr thy: duty , feek abroad for 


it as Eſauhunted for'the-venifon; thav per: 


haps, when itiis brought hometo thee, andſ 
upon thee, wilt receive it as Facob did 


the Kids fleſh upon his Mothers imporeu. 


nicy. / Oh tell me, arc you- nox troubled 
when. you niect with a-convition- under 
the Word,aand you ſtruggle againſtie , and 
wopld;fain evade it 5s you would not wil- 
lingly {ec your fin , nor willingly ſec your| 
duty..Nay, when you do meet with a con- 
vidtion of cither kind , your hearts do riſc 
thac this were no (in, that | mightenjoy it] 
quiecly,or oh that there were no ſuch come 
mandro make this my duty; ſo that though 
you'yeeld to the conviction, and walk-by 
it,yer you arc ſurprized by itzthe duty finds} 
our you; you-donot find-out that, nor goſſ: 
forth/ ro mecx icchalf way ; this is a-eleat} 
fron you are -NOt -come' fully up to cloſe ; 

{ 

| 


wich Chriſt; there is as great a difference} 


 betwixt you and one thatiis come-fully te 


the 'rermes: of Chritt , as there 5s berwixt 1 


_ green woodand dry ;''the -greeneft: wood: 


may be'made to burmiit-it be put-into: the! 


takes] 
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takes fire preſencly without thehelp of the 
| beHows. A godly heart.is like 'Tinder,, 
the [leaſt ſpark of convifion :thatifalls 


er: with: the word of comfort; nay 


ndf rily catches hold of the former, and ine 7 
JidJ proves it-more'then the lJatter.Ba/amwasdo 


u-f convinc'd of fin, that he dares nor go be- 
ed yond the command of God ; but his beha. 
lerf] viour may- prove , that the: diſconceias 
id | which God made tohim , did not pleafe 
il-f him, But David: does not onely follow: a 
urj conviftion , but :loves it , and. loves ithe 
n-J means by which he was convinc'd, Pſebn 
fc] 119. 10, 11. With my whole heart have I 
Wb] ſought thee, O lot me not wander from thy 
it] Commandements'; thy woyr# have 1 hid in any 


n= heart that I might not fan againſt thee Pſalm : 


hf 19. 11. David counted the word fwetetuns 
byg to him, becauſe it gave him warning'con- 
ecrning fin thathe might-avoid it,';and be- 


aim his duty that he might praQice it, v.83 

{ey Surely an-hyprocrite cannot lovethe-ward 
FJ of God apon this account, theſe are not the 

q breathings of unſound hearts 3 they ſay 


Xt 
5df ways were direed ro keep thy ſtatutes They 


ef pray-not as he did Pſalm 129.27. 333 34 | . 


lf 36. Make me ' to wntlerjtand the way -of thy 
es] -' | Pram 


if 54.4 
v,% 


FR 
x 
- 


upon-it kindles it , he complies ag:rea« + ) 
fory dily with the word of «conviRtion,ug6  - 


caule.ic_enlightned his eyes , and ſhewed 4 


noc av+he did ; Pſaln 119 5: \- O'vhat my 
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” precepts: Teach me, O LORD, the way of thy 
b. Teotas : Give me nnderflanding, aud 1 batt | 
” keep thy law 2 Tcline mine heart unto thy 
” reftimonies. They have not his affe@ions, 
 Pſalm1g. 34,16, 20, 72: 1 bave rejoyced 
mir the way of thy teſtimonies, as much as in all 
* riches, I will delight my ſelf in thy ftatutes : 
Twill 1ot forget thy word, My ſoul breaketh for 
the longing that it hath unto thy judgements at 
all times” The law of thy mouth 4s better unto 
me then thouſands of gold. and ſilver. , Theſe 
are the great and infallible chare&ers of a 
heart fully complying with God , of ane 
that is a Chriſtian , and Diſciple of Chri(tÞ' 
indeed; the man or woman that does thus 
is doubtleſs ſuch a one as David prayed: he 
| might be, Pſalm 119, 80. his heart is foundſ] . 
© with God; butif itbeotherwiſe with you]. 
 Tecll you you arc not yer the Diſciples off. 
Chrift, you do not follow him in that great 
thing , in which he.is propoſed as our ex- 
ample (viz. te did not onely do his Fa* 
- -thers will, buthe coanted it meatand drink 
- to dolo. ': - | | 
 ?!. Four. Hethatisa Cheiſtian indeed, labors 
to be much more a Chriſtian then ye hefſ 
is 3 hethat is but almoſt - Chriſtian , cons|- 
. rents himſelf wich what he is ; and+thinks]]. 

all is well; and indeed-rhis is a ſure diſcc 
very of boththeſe. They who are. altoge- 
ther Chriſtians , I mcan in reſpe& of their 
SPY > | | per* 
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' perſwafions 

4 | Polen balf 'Chriftians in reſpe& of pre © ! 
| #ice and attainment : ; But he that is bue 
| balfa' Chriſtian both in praftice and in +: 
, crſwaſion , accounts himſelf enough in  : 
| both. I have. heard this complaint fall : 
"| from the mouth often of one of the emi» 
nenteft Chriſtians that ever I knew] am but © 
balf aChriftian. But I never hear you for- 
mal lJuke-warm profeffors fo judgof theme : 
ſelves. Theſe are much in obſcreing the 
difference betwixt them and others, rather 
cy then. the _ difproportion that is. : betwixt * 
' them, and he great example by which : 
they 'are 'to: walk , or that holy Law un- 

to which they are to be conformed; 
* Whereas a truce. Chriftian is much-ineam- 
| py himſclf with che Law of God, : 
humbling himſelf for falling ſhort of that, © 
and not - applauding' himſelf for' that in 
-| which' he ſeems to exceed! others'; now 
|| that you may the better judge 'of youe fel» 7 
kl ves'by this. eryal laid down, I (hill help 3 
you a litcle by branching-this Hcad-inro 
.theſe four particulars ; for there is none 
that will feem- guilty of chis at firſt fight, 
il - but will-fay , 1 would: bemore a Chriſtian 
then 1 am, and Iwiſh IL were better , and 
| pray God make us all better, and yer 
ſuch perſons have a ſecret opinion of their 
.condirion that it is good hn and ey bn 
ex 
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and endeavours , account them. 


EE rn 
Ver ——b better: 5 36s ſhall know | 
- awhcther you do reckan- yourſelves altoge., 
© -ther Chriftiansivr notyby theſe four things. 
M of 1. Ifthepzrformance gſome duties take 
thee off from the enquiry afterothersz thus 
" It is wich a halt Chriſtian , he! makes one 
-daty availcacover: another; he makes' one 
-duty:4 blindeiru. another 5; and: btcauſe he 
- does foe things which others-negle&/; he 
-thinks he-does all that is required: {Thuz 
it was with the Phariſec , Lake 18.12. 
"thank God: am not is other men; And thus 
:1t was with:Parl before; converſion, Phil 
L- {5.164 Touching the righteouſneſſe which is in 
-  -the'law\blemeleſſe. | But, a truce Chriſtian' is 
+ * careful that while performs ſome daties, 
& -hedocsnotmnegle& others , and he carrics}} 
Ea jcaloufic over himfclfftiH, 'rhat he hath 
E hs found:qur theiduries of every conditi- 
: romand'ef cytryrclation yg he fears fiflEchat 
© i{om:thing of his.duty is hid from hiseyes, 
- » 2: A 'man'thathinks himſelf eo be e- 
- * -houfb a Chriſtian, does not onely 'think 
WE chathe doth engugh;;bur he thinks he docs 
- -excrything'webenpugh; hechinksthat he 
” — is plificoat enough in dur y3iburt the/ 6ther 
” (abowete be rmore! (pickrdal in whache 
: Pens, So that he does nor: only :defire'to 
-* Abound in the matter of duty; bur Mo txcel 
pn: of-performing 'it. 7 ff 
rs {He :phat: Wa himſelf - cavugh a 
Chri- L | 
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"Ginidies 4: he rut uonw > Jeſus Chriſe is * 
ary Pros pos be laoks-co hims 
Lelf, and 6 others that are: beneach. him, 3 
and:thiscenfwms.bim.i - him- 
felfr and heuccitisy /that, = bum | 
bledunder his failings, but lifeed up uader © 
_ +hisperformances- Buca trac Chriſtian 1 
_ _ thinks bimſt nag of a Chriſtian, 
__ would be much-mbre.{uch\, iIsgnuch in | 
| 'Ghviſt;! and is; mach "30 bumbling : 
irs ab-for alling hore} of hins in every | 
:thing thathe dors-: It he looks to-men., -It © 
is ro them' that excel. him in grace; but 4 
-Jooks more zoGhrift, ;then to; all men, lis 3 
:wing , av the-Apo did; Phil. 3-12313,k4+: 
: Not as thaugh 1: had elrcedy attained, either 4 
Sere alttady prrfedt 3-but T follan after, if. ther 
1 may apprehend that for which alſo 1 am ap! 
prebended of Chriſt. Brethren, T countnot my 
ſelf tohave. apprehended.; hut this envibrng; lt 
" do,forgetting boſe: things that ate hehind, at 
dll | reaching forth wane” thoſe: hinge which beg 
kl © fore', Iipraſs toward themnark;! for the price « 
” = +the bigh-calling of God inGbrift Jeſus, - 
ic 4-1 He tbat:thinks himſelf cnough , J 
N Chrifian;willfhewhir mſcl inthis,beisnct! 
Ic willing to receive any, conyiftion, from an 
l 


''1ny one cancorning_ his condition; he'can 

vmwot: beare withi- any-[ nt that , will £ 
plain! wikh him, -and-call his;condi on 
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| Full wich him , arid offended at any word + 


E char ſeems to be preſt upon him; he thinks 
F- he docsnot d bop \ *Buta ſound Chris 


EF ian takcs it Kindly,when any deale: faith» 
F fully wich him , and he receives every re- 
| proof or conviaion with much tenderneſs; 
EF nay, hetsnot offended if any do ſuſpe& or 


| feare his condition conſcientiouſly , though 


F p:chapscarſleſly, andthe reaſon why he can 
1 ip with the teares and jealouſies of others 
E is becauſe he hath jcaloufics of himſelf. By 
| theſc things you ſhall try your own ſpirits 
| whether you do account your ſelves enough 
; "Chriſtiane. If upon inquiry you finde that 
you have this efteem of your ſelves, then 
+ know:that you arc no Chriſtians indeed, 
and in truch.For he that is a Chriſtian fully 
In perſwaſion,defires ſtill co be more aChri» 
| ſian in praftiſe.; heis not and cannot be 
* contented with what he is,nor with whathe 
| . does, but labours as much to exceed him« 
E i:If , as the other doth labour to:exceed 
| others 3 he Jabours to have his Jaft works 
| more then his former , whereas the other 
contents himſelfe in running his round , 
and in doing today, as yeſterday, and to 
” morrow as this day. | L 
- © Fiftly, He that is but almoſt a Chriſtian 
F differs from a ſound in this : he will tollovw 
Goa no farther then to get quiet of conſci- 
+ ence, the other follows God for nes Fo 
Z | aw 


Now a defire to- pacific a troubled conſcis: -; 
ence may carry a man far s but a deſire to- 
be holy will carry a-man much farther; and-, 3 
the reaſon is evident. ' Becauſe the one is 
a'conftrained motion , the other is free and+ 
voluntary. A man that is afted meerly by * 
a defireof peace, will not go ſo far as he+ * 
that is moved by an inward principle , be-: 
cauſe he is not converſant in duty for the: 
love of duty, but for the love of his peace, 
which if he miſs, he will after a time caſt. ? 
alide the duty as vain and unprofitable; or: * 
if he meet with it, he will begin to be more; + 
remiſs in it; counting it needleſs to be fo: 
rift, when he hath attained his ends.. - As: | 
| gain, ſucha man will limit himſclfin duty, 1 
that ſeeks nothing but his peace in iz; he - 
will go no farther then he ſees he muſt go. : 
or hazard his ,pcace; and. when he hath: 
quieted his conſcience, by arriving at {ach 7 
a meaſure of reformation , and by attain» 1 
ingto ſuch a degree of profeſſion, he then, 
refolyes to ſit down , andſays, Allis wel'.. ; 
Every motion. ceaſes in the attaining the” 
end of it; ſo does this mans endeavour + + 
when ' he hath gotten a: little reſt c0-his- ? 
ſpirit; bat a man that. follows. God: for. : 
holinefſe can neveribe ſatisfied with it; he * 
cannot fir down and ſay. it is ent agh; for | 
he can never. have the. fill of his deſire in * 
this life 3 there is: an. infiniteneſs In: the. -* 
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+8 of every rehewed hears after God), 
and holincſsy whichicanwor be filled: o_ 
in 


| 3t ceme iv Heaven,” We rhave -d very 
© feriprare'for this; 7 Joh 31 23./ Belovedt; 
© now are werthe fons of God), ' and it: dots 
E not yet appear what we ſhall be; buti-wo 
know that'when ke (hall appeare z we! \fball 
| beflike hims-for wefhall ſee his as het is, & 
| every: one'thathuth this Nopegpuriffes hiin- 
| ſelf a:Go# is pure;hareiva' {tire rule to judge 
| of the truthrof out deſires bys He'that des 
| fires liofineſs untaipnedly and fincerely,de- 
© fires it infinitely 5 bur he cthat-defires ic for 
ſomething de," defifes' i batciti a:ſich! @/ 
£ depvee ap\wilEſcove 15 reach fiich ar end'ias 
Ez vS60'fimfelf, If a nan feeks is for: 
5 Fe creditintheworld, then he ſeeks [no 
4  MOre of it then isin ceedit with men. If he 
ek it for his' peace; then he ſecks'it one- 

7 fo far as may ſerve'to allay 'the Heare 
* his: confeience',/ and ito remove: fach 
= zonviaions that are uporthim:; 'and whicn 
& ehis | isdone , lie trives tio farther, ' What 
by man uſes as 2 'meancs to” another 
"x ing, which is the end; he ceaſes to ofe 
When ho tiath attained tht 61 which: he 
7 Wed it ; but what 2 man defices fraply y6r 
Baevelf, chirhe defires RH; 16 Tong: ayes. 
ffcnt in ariy degree 3. this is voffe tefſor 
x  covetous' men* 'are” never * fat 

"i * ' dviches) > Tougaſty cefve: hi \ or 
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F " ants a< Fg %, 
therhſelves.' | A coverous! man miakes riches A 
es.his (end s/ and he cat pe + ver be fatisfieds © 
; | unlefſe he bad all.? At godly man: i | 
| God$:;glory :his-and:,: and-:ufes'richest 
| | but agameanes:40 this ſo: that if tie bavei 7 
| bur cri6ugh to help him) inthis defign,utos 7 
| attain his end. of honouring God, . heis:ta« © 
tisfieds., As-good meri ſeek riches and ho-+ | 
nouts:;, ſb-do wicked men ſeek grace and-. 
holineſs intheir notions; they: Ce abeſeas 4 
nicanies to ſome other thing ,' they.,would! -} 
have ſome grace, as much as-woald ſerve* 
their turn;to hold up their: credit. In-the* | 
world ,or to keepthe-worm of conſcience” : 
from. knawing ' now ,;:or a8 mach. as they” 
think 'will bring then mates bat a lit- 4 
tle will ferye-for the firft-K&xhey I 
tle wilk-ſervefor the laſt; andtha &Q 5 
would-not have much ; ua Sy be 4 
too firift,. nor too preciſe:to:1trovble-the. 
world ;- nori have people/ think:thar they 3 
are. .fingular , yer: they would+be=tounted*? 
good Chriftians; let me'tell-yowras. many: of | 
you-as limit your ſelves , and fer ſuchrand * 
ſuch bounds to your profeffion-and delires, Þ 
and thinka meaſure of grace! and! holinefs ; 
is cnough; you think you arcgood\Chrifits 7 
ans asYJounccd be , yea and as good as you * 
defire-20 be , It is ' manifeſt you do nots 
make:gracc. and holineſs your end , but | 
| _ you'd "ir for ſomething elſe, iris but a 
T1) E 4 mcanes 
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F meancs to ſomcother thing, which you ha» 

| ving-ataained , reſt in; it you did ſeek - 
* grace and. holineſs for it ſelf,” you' could 
Hot poſlibly reſt/ in any degree of it which 
' 3s- attainable here; you would never fit 
down and ſay you had .cnough , _ till you 
 wereholy , even as God is holy; If you 
* didſeck God aright in an ordinance, you 
- would not onely ſeek the knowledge of” 
him, but conformity to him. A carnal 
| heart may dcfire the knowledge of God, 
 buta regenerate 1{ceks to have communis 
* on with him; the one would know the 
| truth, but the other would experience: it; 
-. one would not be ignorant of God, butthe 
* other he would not be without God, he 
makes it his bufineſs to enjoy God, and 
| till he do ſo, nothing will ſatisfie him. 

{But now leaſt I ſhould wound any poor 
| - doubting ſoul with that which was inten= 
- dcd onely.to awaken you , and ſend ſuch a 
- one away Erieved from this ordinance, 
and firengthen "thoſe ſad conclufions 
which ſuch a one is too ready to draw a* 
” gainſt himſelf I ſhall lay down a few 
| things for the ſatisfaQion of ſuch, which 
- may ſtay their ſouls with ſome comforta» _ 
| ble perſwaſion , that they arc notthe> peo- 
- ple intended in the conviRions and re- 
8 proofs which have been laid down in this 
: Dofrine. _ Tell me then chou doubtin 


ſoul] _ 


foul: who - feareſt greatly. concerning, thy. -: 

_ condition, and art jealous that thou-arg : 
but almoſt a Cheiftian, anſwer me the que= 7 
ftion which I ſhall propound unto thee, and © * 
'Fruft! chou wilt be able to unty this knot © :; 
which is upon thy ſpirit. . 3 
Firſt , - Art thou willing to.know all the © 
willof God ?. is there in.thee an.impartial * 
defire to.be acquainted with every com- 
mand,and te have all the light coſhine inthy - ? 
face? Docft thou not defire to ſhrowd thy - 
- ſelf under any. cloud of darkneffe and * 
ignorance of the minde of God, nor to": : 
ſhift off any convictions of the truth , and 27 
_ of thy duty contained in it ? if thou dockt : © 
love thelighs, yea. all thelight, convincing 
as well as comforting light,this ſpeaks com - - 
fortably to thee, as to.a ſoul that is ſound. 4 
inthe ſtatutes of God... | 05 
. Secondly, Docft thou find thy heart coms:: 
ing with cvery command of God, when::- : 

tis made known to thee? | canſt thou ſay” :! 
with David, that thou.baſtreſpetito all bis + ! 
ways-art thou glad when thou getteſt: more 4 
knowledge of fin, that thou-mayeſt eſcape 1 
it,. and.more light . concerning thy dury, , 
thatthou mayeſt embrace it? this is a ſigne © 3 
that the Law. io written. in. thy heart ., and i: 
thy heart will. not be remaved-from ite . 7 
Thirdly, Do thy endeavours wicnels the -: * 
truth of iby .deſuez? art.thou willing; to » ©: 
7 þ E. » i 4 uſe: Fi 
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 RneK, iy. yes are 
= 2 trof- wiſhes and Ta $5. = 
E /enuftbe holy; ahi we thult Be thus 
nd us, 2nd pray God we may be ſo, 
and pray God” urn var ficarts} but” theſe 
SIE Kale WHACS 5 they are 'r1ot accompanied. 
"ith eHewſe 'of Every theancs which Hs aps 
4 poltted to. this end; - They Wold with 
: «LP & 7 O a Lond maks them ſach- and 
= Fck > bwefiichey continucin their ſhops , 
whe: The) y fholf ah be inche publick Ordi- 
ing *' grorarer arid' they link 
-0: company” where: they 
oh ye ohne ctend. 


negle 

b. Fetve &o jeof God,whomiphe frirs 
% th defign &s';* this iy an rgitticnt 
2 ” has Tbs A he oe defigttes: ,* But pre- 

þ birt he riieang 
; Which God kat ets 23 a fitrthe- 
| Fanct of holifieſs 3 this dbrs refiifie"fdr'thee 
; - that thy deſires ares holineſs are reve arid. 

 unfciened,” | © 
b. * Fourthly, Dodſt tio deſire to:excrajſe & 
$ © very grace as well as'to perfor every duty? 
'” Ccoeft thou endeavour ry Grup ty y chiries 
© with gracc ?his isthic great diſcovery of a: 
Z -: Chriſtian indeed , who! docs'not content: 
© himlclt co perform duties i in a { ghraid 
F | ; SN. L 
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his: thy defire and thy great de 
| duty? ob this may be Fr, £ 
thee that thouart a [ 
Fittly,,; Dot thou F 
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ings. 4x4 
a. He wg ba , ;95 can ther abou bm fri E 
of ſuch a change as 1s mrovgheis by Im 3 ra I 
comforts himſelf in this, | 
many worſe; then-he , and t 
upon ;him; with another eye Ken the 
other men; this here) ITE FW J6.ts : 
for. his honour , but. cJorces.n not | imply -| 
in his gncs and holineſs Fg d 
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; - eauſc he ts changed , fort 


| ®  Thedanger of being _ 
b mourn for ochers who want it, and notcx- 
- ale himſclf ; he may rejoyce alfo becauſe he* 
'/ hach gotten a little quiet in his own' ſpitit- 
| the change which ,feems to be in'him, 
and he a ct is better now og tr __ 
- times yet e may not e ſimply be+ 
+ vo ou de 


+ fire to. be more and more changed from. 
5 to gracc;but a trucChriftian rejoyces: 
the/beginnings of ſanAification with- 

| R_ -by confiderations ;or a- 
n ax advantages Wh ich may cometo him by 
Io 'Ecll me, do yonrcjoyce wick the for- 
| malt docans your profeſſion has: gotten 


= youa Hitle repute In- the world , or a lice 
' quiet mit the pople of Ge or av you re= 
j Joyce'y | Ie of God, thatyou are: 
| more fſptrituaF-in duty, niore hamble, more 
| mores to om work z more liketo God: 
/ Inevery facuky of the ſol , and more en-- 
; rged to him in all your affetions; this- 
E. bs e thue and proper joy of Gods le 5 
3 br not peace, but purity thatpleafes thems. 
|  comforts.do increaſe, as thcir-grace 
encceaſe; 3 as they get more grace, 6. 
| whey getmore Ac Joy ,» becauſe nothing come. 
- 'Jorts them but the renewing of their ſouls, 
| according to the image of God*in Chrift 
Telos; now-if chigbethe riſe of tliyJoy;this: 
'Ty ood witneſs: for thee that: thou arta; 


Sixtlys. 
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: So rarer: as ya) boly.” if pint ous * 
| arta Chriſtian indeed, and thy rs 

|| thouhaft for Heaven, is atruch E 
NF 33 3- For be _— this ho 


. | fot the: micatures zus by theti 3tlie- 
ales Chriſtian is the ſound Chrifilank + 
therefore bleſſed, yea undoubtedly Weſt 5 


are they thatthus hunger and thirit ; os c be ” 
teonſneſt, who have'a kirid'ofin chal 


andican fay truly that their Hefirbs; fterthis.- I 
do exceed their. dcfires-- after. all. othey. 
things. x th; z 
gg ond wy. ya ppeals' wy : 1 
$,that arcſpiritual'as welf-? 
as = ng thatthouart not: moved by - * 
bafe,and'low, and-carnal intereſt in what 
thou doc, but it is the honour of God ,the ? 
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), 
. | loveofhis _ and-holinefſe thataQsthee-.” 
| inthyg courlc ? many may do muck: 3 
| | for Godz.and yet (carry their own intereſt} 
A | - Haber eindid;he but-if thy ends befor- * 
by 


as thy a&ions,: then then TY. | 
Cheillanaleoger ERe. 7 
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MC gh | os oa ata ten knows a 
| faile Ep en ing, hat hoy doeft , " 
A LAs ogether Fi_4 Ln 
| perfect. in on .of. apes Goſpel, 
b: [Wren D0x in Tank perfeFfiop 6 aw. 1 
| may inverc «54S aying of the Th ©, Phil: 
Bg0 He, Gels To as many asare perk we thus 
; __k ſay, as, MANY 2s, aret Hs-mites 
thisisthe perfe&ion which 
ures and accepts 5 but if yqu 
- come. d-perteftion,allyour 
|. Pre j nd . per ormances arc in vain; F 
"--for won "a rage requires Its per- 
- fetionas rifly;as the ay gion, wit! 
& his dllterc KY 5c ired perte& 0 
E be Jiend in at \ the Goſp ACCePts fingere 
fob: licace i in a&, and SnfeRt in dcfire and 
———_ 7 2066 
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1 Eijoaof Comin.” 


J 3 | FI 3... Thethird and laft Liſe ſhall | 
F of- caution to all, that you reſt” 
not: 


not. wee wah hands 7 
ling this, I ſhall firſt, ſome quiek» - ] 
ening \motivey:, and ſecondly ;5:conclude + 
with : {ome-'diretions.::: | E-have {poker -- 
CM inop rv ito theoufe! of: the: < 
aw toward-aconcluſion _ © 
Ln] Ter ry or Korg few motives.to- 4 
quicken you, all to-the particular: 
tion of the-truth' and:to.a:carefubavoiding 
of that/evil teriper. which Ihavt diſcovers -7 
ed: inthe. texr..: Ihave ſhown you that's 7 
man: may: be 'almoſt Chriſtian, and-yet- 7 
neon! þ ſuch'; Ihaveſhewenyowwhatie | 
isto:be-ſuch.-: | ſhall now-ſhewiyou "the * 
evilofbeing fuch. Iknow fore of you ate- : 
er-haytbin convinced;thatthisis) your conk ; 
Wnt you arc quict again; Iſhalk 2 
 now/lay dbwnafcw things asmorives'to- .: 
eco gigs conviftions,and torowlſe: a. I 
yetif:it be poſlible , ouc-of that: | 
fate:hr which yoularez Eſtouldbe ioabea. ; 
teave you aflcep after all thatIhave-fpokeny -* 
tration coats flev  che{lecp of deattis (12v 
\| Firſt; conſider if you are not caltoger! | 
Ebriftians,'y ottare thers afvgether 0 Gbeghic 
ans, all-yout labour-is loiF, -yourpr 2 
will cottictconerhing,alljrhax yout cone-. 
| vendor you 5 yowtlalt be ceckonerh. © 
| the'-l heahon and ach rho. 
y known God. Chrift will one day pe 
| >" > emp knowes- ,you:not , al 
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| chough ic fhould beaccomipanicd with ne-* 
|  ver'ſo.greatexpence & charge:in the'wors 
- ſhip ofGod;willnar þe reckoned ofgif your Þ 
a hearts be not righcbefore God. We finda fl 
” notable-exprefion of che Lord to Solomon i 
| withavaſtexpence of treaſure, and had fa« 
| crificed twoand twenty thouſand oxenand 
|  @: hundred and "twenty. thouſand fheep, 
” which was a very large: ſervice , then: the: 
| Lord appeares to him, 1-King. 9.4and fayes: 
| thus, If thor wilt walk before me as thy Fa- El 
E ther David. walked in integrity of heart and; 
'  uprightneſs ;ito. do-all-that I-bave commanded 
| ohee , and wilt koep my ftetutes and nr judge= |þ 
- ments, then1.will eftabliſh the throne-of thy 
- a-fcaſofable: caution the-Lord gives Solou 
=, 10; think not now thoubaſt done cnough | 
E/ >becauſethou haft done all this for the builds. 
- ing of myhouſe;foc althoughthou baſt done 
- very largely, and haft bin:very magnificens Þ 
© in my ſervice, yet know that all: this will 
” not ſcrve-my'turn, ifthy heare be not ups 
: night before me; all -this- will-not-profic $Þ 
+ theey nor/ [this people that-glory-in-i 3+if | 
f  thoulliale Bick: attocher of my. commands , 1 
 Ktwilt nocayailcheethat thou haſt, obeyed Þ 
| mecinthisthing. | T4 3 roger M 
It thoudoſtnot obey in all a= >< $ 


ks 


| obedience is nothing worth; yes though te” © - 
may {ſeem mach , yet if truly weighed , 
very little. Tſhall infife'a Herle uporrelits - 
becauſe it ariſes naturally' from the words's 27 
Y and hers ſhall endeavour to prove'that b& 
that is but almot « Chriſtian, # but the leaft 
part ' of ' a Chriftian. Tt we'compare the- 
words of the text with Paris anſwer to'it', 
welhall finde that this ſenſe: may be'fafely 
put upon: the- ſame , 'whichThinted'/in ©- 
pening the words; '1 told you ( #2) 
Ewhich is here rendred 'almoſt or within a 
little, may as.-well be rendred # that which - 
4 little: Tam perſwaded tobe-a Chriſtan, 
for 1 an a/ittle perſwaded, 1 could in fome -: 
Fbings be content to be a Chriftianz/butnos 
in all. Pay! f{cemes to' take him-in this - - / 
Wenſe by his reply which is ,'1 with * + 
hou were y«&i%ye, yer as well'in + : 
noch as in litcle, as well in greater 7 
Watters as in leſs, ſuch as T ati. This igthe” © 7 
Faſc of: many men under the word3' they * 
ave {ome convidtions upon themzand fome* © * 
Wcriwaſfions: wrought in them, and- they: 
Syould compound with Chrift-,: they 2} 
Would follow him in ſome things ,/ 3 
Wot in all; and they would be Chrifti«  : 
ns in ſome things, 'bat | not in _otheres 
nd” theſe things -unto which they 'are 
Pr{waded to yeeld , and in which they |} 
x i comply ,” they arc but little things Þ 
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} andithough. they ſeem 10 be altogether Chriſti- |, 
' axs:to ſomes aud a{moif ſuch to.all; yet they 
are. butthe ileuſt part of 4. Chriſtian all the: 
. while;z;heahat comes nearclt-to.a Ghrittian,! | 
© andig.notſo altogerher;, is yery: far from: 
|  bcinga-Chriſtian: though convi&ions:and. 
- perſwafions may be firong 'h - ſuch as 


IQ mr m5 AY JD þ wh, as 


E arc notyet:regencrated ,:and; they may go 
E- ve 428 as} bave. ſhewed you in; opening; 
; tel Qcine;)Nay if-they-ſhould go fo. far, 
- a8 togirctheir goods to the poor, and their; 
 bodies.te ths fire, 'and many fuch things , 

 which-may ſcem;very g{orious in the eyes 
| of men, ;yer-'let {all that ſuch men do be [, 
criouſly weighed andcanlidered g:and you B, 
.... {bath 66g iticxccrding imall,,. The: moſt Fj 
- gtoriqus bypectice.in the world, :and' the 
- - canninge} formalifi- thac hath put on the 
*  quthde:of Religion, and. in many things can 
-  thew-vonſty .is ſelf, compared-with a. trueſ} 
-. Gbriſtiano:; Though thee arciliks: Sa asf: 
* ſhoulders, yet ſet him amongt Chriſtians ,J. 
and he jis/a Dwarf; and though he may beſh 
of-great.efteem. for a Chriftian with ſome;Þ,; 
_ yet he _js: ill a, Chriſtian, onely-. in Ticcle;; 
- things..,, Nowthis/is that/which:l. ſhall lad;, 
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bour-to'make plain and :cvident unto you, 
it being my great; defigne -in--this to pully., 
down the high and Joſey ſpirits of formal, 
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i ainſi 6 chr: of 
Jandr:empty:profeſſors , who contentthems 

\{felvesto walkiir a fiinted iprofefiion,: and; 
whiles they ilbok :to ſome things ti whichy 
they exgccdiniany othersj! (as toſomercome: 
mon'works of convi&tion which they!liave 
had; 'and to ſome meaſure: of: perſwaſion, 
land to their outward:profefſion)they: think 
themſd ves robe: fome body; they are no+ 
thing ;:andithey think:hey:domiuch\when 
deed they db linle. 'FhtApbſik ſpeaking 
of theperforniandes'of hypocrites, x Cor; 
13. 2. ſays exprelly , if this were all'char 

Bic had toſhew:to prove * himſelf a'Chrifti« 
an , he-were not oxe!y Gittle , but norbing dll 


Sheſe' n#tboat gfice* worndd3 make we orhing; 
Vefoars unfit wh 
ould make a man'paſſe for fuch;;butthefe 27 
hings will not make a man ſeeri.any thing 2 
defore the:Lord;antif we look upon __ 3 
DMright, they will ſeem lictle-cous; which L 

Mull demonftrace four ways: 0; 5:07 35 


»8- 1.” Aformaliſt is'a Chriſtian but in/lics 
"te things;beeguſc he does bur little income 
partfon of Ohraff, who is his pateern;is Fob: 
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26, He that faieshernbides in Chriſt ; -ought 
f:0-94/k as be: walked: Now if we cOmfias 
the half-Chriftian with Jeſs Chriſt, who is 
Jan example of holineſs, unto whom every 
one that is called "after his name ſhould be 
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| _ conformed, we ſhall findehimto be emp«, 
ty, and: lame indeed ; it would requirel, 
much-time to compare the-life of fuck af, 
perſon with Chriſt in particulars: But youſl, 
willſay,'If we compare the beſt mens live 

with Chriſt they will be found eo fall fon 

|  abwellashe, and.che firongeſt Chriſtians 

will be as nothing incompariſonot him. 
-;Anſ.' Though the beſt Chriſtians bave 
cauſe. to be humbled for{' their: fatlings, 

_ when they look to Chrift whom they' are 
to follow, yet there is a great difference bes- 
ewixttheſe and the formalift in this thing.” 
Far though there be. a ſeewing conformity, 

_- Imevery hypocrite to Chr}, yet it is but in 
appearance, not in reality , -. but there is a] 
real and "ſincere conformity te Chriſt in:c+: 
very true Chriſtian: | "5 

© — 3- Though there be ſome likeneſs, yeh 
” there is more unlikeneſs: ta Chriſt in the. 

; | half-Chriftian; but -in-the xgruc Chriſtian ,Þ 

+ though there. be ſome unlikeneſs , yet there $ 
is more likeneſs; for firſt, though they have: 

| flcſhas well as ſpirit, and a'part unregene= | 

rate. as well as regenerate; yer the ſpirit } 

doth prevail over the flcſh, and therege- 

nerate over the ynregenerare., ſo: that this. 

may , and does till. paſſe for: the principal Þ 

part : it'is not fo with the formaliſt ;* for at þ 

the beft-he is carnal, and altogether fleſh. #}; 
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Jty, and:there:is jſome. corruption mixed  : 
pe wich what he does , [yet there;is ſomeching. 
tf of Chrift in every duty, ;and this- weighs 
TI dowa all hiscorruption-;. but ina formal: 
there is- nothing of Chriſt in any d : 
that he performs 3 though he may exerciſe 2? 
IBnarts , and have great enlargements , yet 
nthere is nothing of grace inie', and ſono 
Fconformity to Chrift.  : "4 : 
ve Thirdly,though ghere bea great difference + _ * 
$3, Þbctwixt the ations of Chrift and a Chriſtt- 
an, in reſpe& of the perfeftion required in 
hc Law ( Chriſte did every thing accor- - 
& Wing to the righteouſneſs of the wy. yet _ Þ 
*7.$n rcſpe&. of that prefe&tion which the 
'Boſpel admits of, there is not fo much dif. 
of "ror ortion betwixt the obedience _ of- 
DLhriſtand a Chriſtian. If the Law were to 
© 'Þ$« judge of- this, it would caſt away all 
Jhat a beleever docs, and conclude is xs 
© Foy | like to what Chriſt hath. done, 
| > Hecauſe- wot every way ihe its. but It 
= Jic Goſpel judge it , and it” will ac- 
Srowledge a great conformity in the 
-" Fic £o the other , Romans $. 29. yea 
It Fhere is ſach a conformity in a _belecvec to © 
© Phciſc, that. he is accounted perfc& , Phil. 
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"2 $: 35. Let us therefore as many as be perfed, 
a" Fe thus minded. The work of holinefle in 
** Pimis ſo deemed, 2 Cor.7.1. Perfetling h0- 
Þineſs ix;the fear of God; and particular gra , 
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3 ie — verfett,c BY " Fal 25. al 
F thoſ ae iaiche Goſpel el acceptation: {o'that 
with the! favourable-interpretation of v 
Goſpel, you ſee a beleever is: very likew 
'Chrift who is his pattern ; bat all che gra 
and fayourthat the Goſpel doth ſhew ro 
-ny cannot ſo help'a formalift, to mak 
Him to appear like to Chrift in this 
4- Though inall things :he does:nota 
tain'to. that meaſure of:perte&tion tobe, 
-ble to walk'as Chriſt walked, yer” in hi 
defires and defignes he is fo; there is 
ſameminde in him that was in Chriſt; t 
the inner man ofthe heart, and you th 
Find ir exaQtly like to Chriſt, renewed/i 
-knowledge, and ingrace-alſo according 
'his image, Col. 3. 10. Job 3. 16; Of bis” 
meſs bave 'we- all received grace for | gy 
'Look'to his-principles, and they” are : 
fame; lovero God , and to'the Word 
.God; 6h will of God; this ighis'mear:al 
"drink, as it was CO IDES. 0s | 
-it was with David, Pſalm 119.499,” O * 
- ove I thy Law, it is-my- meditation all the i 
Look ey ends ar _ te if - 
tionour and glory-6 an 8 
| -6rher fouls;;a& we: find; it hUeS..: : 244 ſy 
fmt tolive is 'Ohrift, and wiherphine *M+ 
nertheleſſe, to-abide #1 the flefs it mores ,R 
"for® Jo” * 'So-that all _ conlilen gf 
tliere is more agecement and oy 4 
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| betinixe the «like of FCheilt a6 ward 
nt d--fian; then there is dityeapaciar flone 
q conformity 4;they agre roland 4 
":do differ in bur the elite of # bakiog Chel- 
} Ran is ſo far ſhort of r1 ran he is © 
| not any way like himz/fo thatupen this ac- - 
"count; he: that is bur almoſt' a Chriſtian 
$ {docs very litcle iri all char he does 5becauſe 
:it'/is mo way" proportionied 'to the- life of _ : 
' Chriſt; which js the copy after whickicvery A 
bt Chriſtian muſt write. '- - E 
l  DEMONST. 2. 
| Asall that ſuch a man; does, is but little 


oy 4 
(af tin comparifen-of Chrift whom heis'ro tral- 

d'J rate: ſo alſo it is'but little in compari 2 
EY -of whac the Saints do ;| he comes' very far... 


al -ſhort of the very: weakeſt of the peop! &'6f ©: 
9.06 "God, intheſe two particulars” * 
e WW - 1 In attual pe rmances; weigh what 
d he-tves: , and It's litele to what tric 2 
fab Chriſtian dots." 3) "4" IST OOO 
TW 26 Lookts his defi res and Jefighs;” and = 
abey fall yer moreabundantly ſhort, © * ' © 
i 1. To' their performances: 'and aman. +» 
\*tharis truly wrought upon, ſticks at'no'du- 2: 
od ep ,; he-yeclds' obedience to a1} the" fonts 3 

3 _ God impartiaffy,; but tie "ortice 2 
felſe#winh referves,, and yeetds { obeat- I 
rice Nh reſpe&to credit, 'or cafe; of prge 2 
rey figadthe peace ot his ownconſctence » and * 
wy duc Wihan willnor » cannot'go fo far a3'a 

Y+i*:*-4 ſound 


© 2. He does not. -onely .do ws ge es ﬆ| 
bs gy he cxercilinh ſome grac 


= -this account it may be truly ſaid , the caſt 
q ; bs belecver-: does more in the leaft graci- 


F- 0 ES half- etans 1 in coma” > do, it 
> they WEFE put tcoget at was 
> he reaſon -that the Widdows mite was 

3 | then all the Phariſces great gifts 


.half-Chrifſtians : 


and hear, and preach , and diſcourle, 
Chriſt in theſe ; and therefore. they arc of 


that ſuch men cverdid , or will do (while 
hey arcſuch) to the end of the world. : © 
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-. In everything _chat he doth; . and: upon 


mance then all the formaliſts , 


uſe there was grace in that gift, 


- this raiſcd the value of it ſo much 3 fo 
& the lcaft cxcrciſe of 
- all thc 


race- is: more then 
ormances of theſe 
*"hough theſe can pray, 


guilded 


and give alms , yet they Cannot . cxers 
ciſe any grace inthele, there is nothing of} 


no value. Onedury of a true belcever hath 
more. weight and. worth in. it , then all 


ccondly, as they fall ſhort of the Saints 
rode rug ſo much, more in deligne 3 for 
this there is no more :com fon. be- 
pot a formal half-Chriſtian, anda ſound 
n,then is þctwixe finite 8&  nfigite 
for the defire and aim of a gracious foul 
asThave ſhewne you, is after infinite bath | 
nefſc; 
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acc | 


on 
"al 
Cl 


an. | eſſe 3 it knows 
ſ' cannotbe compared with anything that is © 
; limited, and bounded within a compaſſe,'* 
- as the perſwaſions and profefſions 'of one = 


,this where it is ſound and.true 5; and the: 
. Lord accepts this, and cſtecmes it as if- *? 
. it were brought forth into aQ, asin David. © 


by this , as being a ſupplement unto themz. 2 
yea, this makes imall things ſeeme very 3 
. great , when they are weighed , becauſe 


$ fe&ion, and in adefigne to fome greater 


which is finite. 


' but little, if you:compare what he does *7 
- with what he omits. He ſeems toCo ma» 
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that is but almoſ# 2 Chriftiaz are. Now 7 
chough' the Law takes no notice of in»: 
tentions, or of defires, or defignes to do: a; 
thing that js not done, but "ms only to as } 
ation, which is the perfcRion of intentis. -? 


ons: yet the Goſpel ſets a high;eſteemupon: * 


1 Kings 8,18. yea and he meaſures aftions-- ? 


9 
: 


they were done with great delire and af» 


: 88 
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EE 


thing. Upon this account: there- is- 
proportion. betwixt' the {defires / and: 
ſignes of one that is but almoſt a; Chriſtians,” 7 
and him that is alcogether fuch;; for the 7 
latter hath a greater reach with. him inall:, 2 
that he doth , and does as far exceed/him, ; : 
as that which is infinite does. exceed thar 2 
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my things , but all that he docs is not like 
” rhat'which he omits, which will be manifeſt 
upon theſe two accounts. | 
x, He docs fewer things then he neg + 
& lets, 
{- +2, He performs ſmall things , and omits 
great. Perhaps he may be ſaid to do many 
- things with Herod, Mark 6. 20. that is in 
F- compariſon of former dayszhe began to ob- 
” ſerve /many things which he made light of 
” before, tut'theſe many things compared 
with the things which he ought to have 
= done, would ſeem avery few. This 1 could 
E »caſily ſhew you, it I ſhould open the life of 
# a Chriftian, and the duties of it, and ſhew 
- you how exceeding broad the commands 
of God are; and when you did fee how 
= wide and deep theſe arc , you would cafily - 
= ſcehow ſhort and weak ſuch a mans obe- 
 dienceis; butthis will be teo large a task” 
/ at this time : yet] ſhall giye you a binc of 
-- this; co clearthe truth before us. | 
-. - A formal profcfſor may do much to the 
E obſervation of others, yet it is bur little of 
Z -whatihc ouzht to do, if we confider, 
” Firſt, that chis obedience to the com» 
> mands docs principally lic in negatives. 
& He confiders tot ſo much what the com- 
E mandsrequires,as what it prohibits, and he 
E- pleaſes himielf rather in abſtaining from 
þevil, then ia-doing of gco1\,} in beings 
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formed , then in being renewed ; he 

it enough that heturns from fin, though he” 
curn not to God; this is the firſt thing ſuch ? 
a manlooks to, as the Phariſee, 1 thank 
God 1 am not as other men. "0 
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common ſenfe which men put upon the 
commands of God, and obſerving them in | 4 
their ſenſe , he ſeems to do:much; but in 
the ſenſe which God puts upon the word ,.* 
he does nothing; thus while Pau! walked © 
J | by the interpreration of the commands 7 

which the Phariſces did put uponthem, he 7 
* | inhis own account is blamel-{s, Phzl. 3. 6, ® 
| but when he began to ſee the ſpirituality 
' | of the Law, and to look upon it in the + 
| fenfeand meaning of the ſpicit, then Row, 3 
7: 9. Sixrevived, and he dyed. While wer! 
00k upon the commani of Gol with 'a- # 
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ET19 ">  Thedenger of being ©" 
= carnal and common eye, there is little du-* 
"ty diſcovered thereby ; but Iet us Took ' 
aright.upon it, and every command will 
- convince of muchiin, and diſcover much 
duty ; much more fin then many are con=- 
Evinc'd of , and much mere duty then they 
 ſabmit. unto. ,, and then we. ſhall ſce that 
* they omit more duty then they periorm. I 
E will give youan inſtance in ene command. 
> Thou ſhalt have no other gods before ms, Such 
= men think' that nothing is condemned here 
E but Atheiſme', to have no God at all, -or 
E icolatry in worſbipping of ſtocks & ſtones , 
; not minding that theſe things are condem- 
ned as {ins againſt this command ; 

EZ - 1. Ignorance of God : for how can we 
- havehim as our God, whom we know not? 
+ . 2. [Inbelicf : if we know him, and do 
© not belicve what he ſpeaks by promiſe , or 
' by threats ; for when we fly from the word 
* of God, and go to any thing elſe to help 
E us, we makea god, and ſay, It is fafer to 
rely here then there ; and when we do not 
+ fear the threat , but fun tothis or that ſhel- 
© ter, we make. that our god,as if we could be 
| defended from the power and juſtice of 
- God. 

E... 3. Wantof love to God , or not loving 
tim: ſutable to himſclt: to acknowledge 
him tobeGod;and not to love him, is a 
5 contradiction: and to fay.welove him, and 
7 T_—_ yer 
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yet not to love-him intenſly with all "our 
hearts, and with all our might, is not to” 
Isve him as our God. "ml 
bo 4+ The over-loving of any creature: this # 
y is the ſetting up of another god; when we | 
at ſct up any thing in-our affe&ions, and in»? 
Tj our cſteemin the higheſt place, this is the? 
1, ſetting up of another god , becauſe 'we' ſee? 
h | 
c 


7 
# 


A; 
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up ſomethingin the place of God. * 
5. Pride of ſpirit : ſetting up too hight! 
r | an cfteem of our ſelves, and' of our own 3 
: wiſdom or righteouſneſs ; this is the ſer. 
; ting up of another god ; therefore David: 
layes the reaſon of negle&ing God and 
4 his-worſhip here ; Pſalm: 10: 4. our of the # 
7 pride of their heart, they will not ſeck after 3 
, God. *t .  _” 
, 6, Carnal joy : to dclight in any thing? 
; | fo much asin God, and his worfhip and® 
ways, is idolatry alſo. That which brings 4 
. in moſt comfort is our god : if God will» 
! ever be a Heavento us,his worſhip and fer-? 
| vice muſt be our Heaven here. RR. 
| 7. Luke-warmneſs in his ſervice ; forts 
| have no God , and to worſhip him as if he? 
were none, is all one; and to ſet up a god: 
of ſilver or ſtone, or to worſhip God as if 
he were no better, and knew not the hearr;? 

arc things of the ſame import. ; 
8, Sligheneſs of ſpiric : which is, whe! 
ether we ſuffer our hearts and thoughts'ta® 
F 3 ' wang] 
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Ewander we know not, and care not whe- 
cher, and think not upon God, or when we 
think ſlightly of him z the ficſt of theſe Da- 
. id obſcrvesas a ſufficient ground of the 
| Atheiſme of many in his time, Pſa» 10.4; 
E Godis not in all his thoughts; and God 
himſelf ſeems to take ſpecial notice of the 
© ſecond, and threatens fore for it, Pſa/m 50. 
-21. thou thoughteſt that I was altogether 
-fuch a one as thy ſelf. 

- 9, Negle& of ſecking God: this is a 
- great breach of this command ; publique 
þ and private negle& of this duty. God 
; putsthoſe men amongſt the heathens him- 
+ delf, Jer. 10.25. Pour ont thy fury upon the 
+ keathen that know thee not , and upon the fas 
| wities that call zot on thy Name. 

10. Unthankfulneſs for mercy received; 
> this is a principle in the light of nature 
-that we muſt acknowledge Gad in all that 
| we enjoy 3 therefore the heatheniſh idola» 
- ters did never obtain any great viory, 
or cnJoy any great thing , but they did ſa- 
"crifice to,andpraiſe their gods. To have a 
+ God, andnotto call upon him by prayer , 
and thankſgiving, not to take our com- 
forts out of his hands by the one, and put 
them into his hands by the other, is eo ſay 
"wehave no God, and to ſay we have no 
Enccd of him , which is an ungodding of 
him. Thus | might ſhew you in other 
A com< 
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WIE, how duck - fin is reprovec d. 
' whicha formalift is not convinc'd o 5 an 
a- | as there is much in the negative part of this. | 
the command which he ſees not; ſo thereis a * 
4; preceptive part which he conſiders not 3 
od which is to have God for our God, and' this 
he requires many things, 
0. I. That we know God;for without knows) | 
er ledge of God we cannot have him for : 

2. Acknowledgment of him 3 we wr it 
own and profecſſc him to be ours, and to: 


a 

ie be what he is-to us. 

d 3. Belcevingin him; we muſt take his 
= word as the beſt aſſurance , and. receive } 
e all s commands and threatnings ol - 
CI rut 


4: To love him as the chiefeft good,an 
: to defire communion with . him as- bei 
- | the chicfeſt blcling ; for to) account | 
t thing better , or to deſire any: ching i 
him , is not to have him for our God. * 
muſt ſay as David , Pſalm 73. 25. Who 
have I in Heaven but thee , neither bave 
deſired in the earth any. thing in cone 
of thee. 

5. To fear him', and to tremble ar 
word : therefore the worſhipping of Gos 
is ſct out thus by the Prophet, 1/ai. 8. 13 
Th bim- your dread and your feare , fu 
66 & > 42 8 
6.. We muſt 9 in him above. al | 
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| Things - for-the ' chiefcſt good enjoyed 
- muſt needs breed: the greateft Joy that is 
| pPollible'in the hearts of the creatures. 

- * 7: To bezcalous for his glory: we do 
| not ſerve himas God, unleſs we ſerve him 
: With very intenſe affeQions » and fcc up 
+ his glory above all glory, and mind his 
--bonour'& glory as God himſelf doth mind 
7c, who ſccks it in every 'thing he doth. 
Theſe and many more dutics are rc quired 
-1n tax, command; as, To remember him at 
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E all tirſts , co have him before your eyes in 
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- the creatures, and our hearts in meditation; 
+ to call upon him in all ſtreights, to be 
| Thankfulto him in all enjoyments , toſeck 
+ his favour in all conditions, and to labour 
| 10 preſerve the evidences we have of it a- 
| bove all precious things, 'This is to have 
"Got for tour God; thus you might ſee if I 
* tbould run through other commands of 
| God, that they arc excceding broad ; and 
penat the-munthat ſeems to be almoft a Chrj« 
tian, does bur little in compariſon of what 
ene.omts; theſins which hereſrains by his 
panterprecation of the command, are few 
eo what th: command forbids, and the dus 
pcs which he performs, are few of thoſe 
Which the commandrequires, and he neg- 
yeds. In chis reſpc& the formal halt 
Chriſtian docs lefſe then he leaves undone 
becautc he docs ſome dutics which 1; 
| more 
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more viſible in the Word; bur fuch as ate 7 

- not ſo eaſily ſecn,, and generally acknows- » 
' Jedged he omits; he performs publick dit] 
O } ries which come ungaer 'common-obſerya. * 
N f tion, but he omits private duties, which are 2 
P | more then the publick duties of aChriſtian, 3 
$ | andheabſtaines from thegrofle andpublick 7 
ſins of the ourward man,but makes no con- 4 
{ſcience of theſins of the heart,and thoughts, 3 

| | which arc morcthen the fins of. the ours:? 
| ward man. ZH Ba. 
B-ſidesall this; in every duty which he * 
performs, he omits more then he performs, 7 

the duties of a: Chriſtian are: complicate 4; 3? 
 there:is no duty performed fingly, if ic be_ 
performed aright. - Matiy things muſt con-" 4 

cur in the right performanceof-any duty ; 7 
as-for example, if a man comes tothear the 
word, there is much more required in that : 
duty, then the barehearing orc attendinz ro 7? 
what is ſaid, or the carrying it away with : 

u3 in our books,. or in our memories, or-the 
repeating of it when we-.come home to our /: 
families, though many do not-minde thus '7 
mach that hearthe word; there are theſe 7 
three things-eſpecially to be minded in the-* 
right performing of this duty... 4 
1.. To prepare for it. - 2 

2. To keepthe heartin' It; : o 

Z. To be careful] 0. the word 8 ant} cur + 
hea: ts after it. He hach'notheard the word # 
Thy 3B arighs ©; 
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* aig that hath notheard itthus. Now in 
- every one of theſe there are manythings re- 
” quired, as in preparing to it we arc, 
Firſt, togectour hearts affe&cd with the 
| proutns of the word that: we are to 
| hear. 
Secozialy, to conſider, and be tumble uns 
Fac our natural deadneſs-and inability to 
Þ beece by the word. 
ET birdly, to mourn over our former un« 
5 tableneſs, 
> - Fourthly, to geta ſence of the wants of 
3 F ifthly , to heighten our refolutions of 
3 cleaving unto the Lord, and to bring a full 
1 ro: of heart with us to the Ordinance, 
0 ſubmit to all that God ſhall ſay. 
In hearing of the word we are required , 
FiksT,to ſece'if our hearts be preſent. 
” SEcoNDLyY, to keep God in our eye , and 
0 make him our dread and our fear , and 
4 to/get our hearts afteQed with the confide-. 
- ration of his Majeſty. 
- | Tarkoiy, totakepartwith every word 
+ of convi&ion, and to receive truth; andto 
. . lide with it, though icfirike art a right cyc, 
>» or a right hand. 
©  Aﬀter the hearing of the werd, the 
; > duty is not ended; for then it muſt be thy 
» Cart, - 
- Fiſt, to > keep! thoſe impreſſions =” ' 
F ic 
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which the Word hath meceponaby FO 
Secondly , to have a ſpecial care of the*: 

| bent of the heart, to labour to prevent back- 
the ſliding. 3% "L 51 
to Thirdly, to enquire whether thou haſt; 
profited by the Ordinance, and how; ” 7} 

ts Fourthly, to cover the Word by prayer, 2 
and meditation , as the Husbandwan doth - 
the ſecd , leaſt che fowls of the air fical ir? 
Ne away. | if 
Fifthly , to put that ſpeedily in praQice - 

of which the word hath convinced ought to: 
| be done , or tolay that down which the 7 
f | word ſays muſt be left. Tbus ic is in pray=*? 
6 ing, and every other duty 3 there are many} 
A things co be minded, .and done in every; 
duty which the half-Chriftian - doth -nar 

mind ; and while he only looks tothe vith* 
ble part of it, and negle&s-all thefe cons? 
comitant duties, he docs manifeſtly omig# 
| more then .he does -performz thus it js: 
manifeſt inthe firſt ſenſe, that ſuch'a manh 
7 does perform .Jefſe then he does omit', be* 
cauſe he omits many things, and performs! 
buc few. Again, he does little in compariſon! 
of what he omits, if..we confider that :rb# 
things which he dmits are greatex then 
thoſe which be. doth perform; he is cares 
ful and ftritin ſome things, burithey are 
little things;but he negleAs,the great atid 
weighty things of God; - as it was ſaid ol 
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Pthe Scribes 'and Phariſees ', they paid. 
Etch of Mint and. Commin-, but negle-, 

| Rcdthe great and weighty matters of the 

{- Law. He omits thoſe dutics which-arc of 
+ greateſt acconnt , in which the life and | 
| power of godlineſs lies; heis in the form 

» of Religion, bat minds not the ſpirit and 
- Qirength of it, which conſiſteth not in pray- 
ing; reading, hearing, receiving of Sacra» 
- ments, giving of Alms, or abſtaining from 
- the outward as of fin, but it lics in the 
frame and diſpofition:of the heare to Gods 
- ward in all theſe. It lies inthe fearing and 
loving of God, belceving and delighting 
Jinhbim 3; this is that which God eyes and 
Fvalaes in every duty. But he that is not 

L altogether a Chriſtian, is not acquainted 
wich "theſe things ; he is not acquainted 
E wich heart-examination, or watching over 
his thoughts, he cares not about'the orde* 
[ring of his heart ariglt in duties, and the 
L exercifing of grace in them. - -Now alas, 
Zwhen -theſcthings arc abſtrafted from du- 
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Lics, what'arcthey? they are nothing in 
FGazs xccount , and fo or all his reſormati- 
For it is very little, when we conſider it 
53+ buc in the outward man 3 when he ab- 


o 


went 


Mins from the ourward:afts of fin, but 


not from the-inward ; his reformation is 
mot mortification, and alas a'l outward re- 
Ate mitid6n *hath-liccle'in it in compariſon 
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af the mioniaaiol ofthe leaft 6a, 7 Fa: p 
if you ſethis duties againſt his clot 6 
ther in number or weight, it is manifeſt © 
he doth burlictle to what he leaves undone, - 


DEMONSTRATION 4 * ? 


He that is but almoſt a Chriſtian, is but © 
little a Chriſtian , becauſe there is very lit- : 
| | tle inthar lite h2does ;z it is-of lice ac- 7 
| count and cfteem wich God, nor with good; 
« {| men, and that upon ſeveral accounts... 2? 

Firſt,, becauſe his heart is not inwhathe 2 
does, and that bing not in it , which God. - 
calls-eſpecially: for, he values it not. When 
the - children of Tſrae! did continue the 
worſhip of Ged, and. obſervation of 'many 
things commanded, he charges them as if © 

Ithad been will worſhip » becauſe it was ? 
not worſhip according to his will. Who 
hath required theſe things at your hands;, 
ſays he, Iſai.1.12, -” 

Secondly-, ſuch mens obedience will * 
not-b> owned at the Jaſt-day , when City 
ſhall come and ſurvey eyery-mans work at, 
the great day ; he will fay to ſuch as coms$ © : 
with ſuch half convictions and: performan- J 
ces, I know-you not. 3M 

Thirdly , -there will come a time when 
ſuch perſons themſelves will be made to 
ſce and to acknowledge that there 'is: bat 

Jittle in all chat they have -done when © 
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at hall b be hvede to cry Out as the fooliſh : 
K | Viegine did , Owr lamps are gone out, Mat, 
k [93S 
"Fourthly » Satan will make but a very 
- flender account of all that theſe men do, or 
" have done; alas how cafily will he ſhake | 
* ſuch mens hopes and confidence, as a reed 
"Is ſhaken with the wind ? In time of temp. 
tation how docs he batter their reſoJuti. 
and in time of ſickneſs or death? how 
ww] he take the houſe which they have 
I? , and pluck it down about their cars ? 
| he will make nothing of the ſtorming of 
- ſuch a ſoul , but will lay their ſtrength in 
© the duſt in a moment. This Job intimates, 
&: 27-72 8 that atſuch a time the hy-. 
= pocrites own heart-will reproach him. -_ 
- . Fifthly, all that ſuch a man does is ſo- 
| -licele, that it is not worthy to be compared 
' - with the leaſt performance of-a gracious. 
- heart; he thatdoes leaſt, and does it fin- 
p cecly » does. more then he that does-moſt 
{in a way of formalicy z for there is more 
= done in theleaft at in which grace Is Cx- 
” Erciled , then in all thoſe things in which 
Bites and parts arc exerciſed without grace; 
A for this is that only which makes things - 
- down-weighe with God. Upan this account 
: it was that the Lord ]cſusſct a bigher- va« 
- Jue upon the gift of the poor. Widdow , 
1 | whocaſt in.two mites, then upon all the 
Ye great 
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great is of the Scribes and Phariſees, - 4 
Sixthly ,-there is ſo little in all arte 

- done without grace ,: that God accounts it - 
TY | worſe then nothing, hereckons it as: 
ory phaneſs: it is with God no more then che 
ke Y cunting off a doggs neck, 1ſ#3. 66. Z- 2 
ed Laſt of all, how ever- 'the profefſion and * 
P-' | performances of ſach a man may ſeem © 
bt | great, yet they will appeare very ſmall by > 
W | that time deduRtions are made for what 'is-; 
'C | tobededufteds do but dedut out of his 3 
* | performances, what is. done upon low and © 
f | ecarnalprinciples, and what is doneupon: ? 
N | baſe ends and interefts of his own, there» | 
>. | will be very. little left of all that he ſeems- 
** | to do; as for example , Fehu-went very © 
' + | farin obſerving many of the commanded 
-- | God, and appeared very zealous in; the 
l | profecution of them; but by that time we # 
abate Jebu for his own intereſt , and. for- 
the ſettlement of the kingdom jn his own», 

- hand, we ſhall find little Jefe ſtanding upon 
the account of obedienceto thecommand z-. 3 
yea when the Lord reckons up what Febu-® 
had done by one of the Prophets with - 
theſe dedutjons, he cals not whathe had 7 
done obedicnce, or zcal for the Lord , .but>.? 
murder -, Hof. 1. 4. ſuch 1 interpretations-| 
may thoſe a&tions have, which in theme 
ſelves are good, and carry @ great appoeyy 
Fance: 
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E Tance with them of obeying and honours - 
+ *IngGod ;when'they are weighed and the - 
- *dreggs'or droffe of' thoſe falſe principles 
E--andends which are with thoſe that perform 
- the ſame are conſidered. 
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E 8VOWſtderation 2. Tf you be not Chriftians in 
*%, VE jgo0d earneſt,a!l that you dowill but aggra- 
*v#te your finsz- your complyance with God 
” in ſomethings will not excuſe, butraggra- 
-  vate your breach with him in other things; 
_ this will bring your fins under other aggra« 
- vating circumRances,which other mens fins 
do not fall ander ; your ſins will be judged 
# Hypocrifics in that they were under a profe(- 
| fon, and fins againſt knowledge in that 
+ they wereunder convictions, and contempt 
of Chriſt and bisways;in as much asChriſt 
- came ſo ncar to you inthe word, and yet 
you put him by. 

| Confid. 3. Tou have the leaſt 5 or will have 
© the leaſt to ſay for your ſelves of- any. peo- 
. ple, - Of all men , halters in Religion 
- will have the leaſt excuſe, We tind-when 
the Prophce Eljab dealt with the chil- 
dren of Iſeael in this caſe , they ' were 
Fall {fent before him ; 01e man ftrikes a 
b:: whole 
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whole congregation dumb when he chars = 
ges this ſin upon them z- they who uſe to+.:> 
have their excuſes and pleas at hand in all -* 
1 , | other:caſes, have none in this , King 18; 2 
| 21. The people anſwered not aword. Of all men _ : 
in the world,.theſe will be left without ex  * 
| cuſc; and of all ſins, halting and lakewarm- 
neſs will appearintheir nakednefs. = 
Confid. 4. You are the greateſt diſhonour to ©: 
| God of any people; you diſhoncur the Father, 7; 
, | | the Son, and the Spirit ; for men look upon 
you as men ſerving and owning God, and _ 2 
| Þ they judge of God, and his worſhip, by you. - # 
Firſt , you diſhonour the Father; men - 
have low thoughts of his Majeſty, and ho» 7 
lineſs, when they ſce thoſe who gounder - 
the notion of | mp7 » and owners of 
theways of God, to be ſlight and cold in 
his worſhip;when they ſee the ſpirits ofmen 2 
that worſhip God cold in it, and tinted, - * 
and ſhut up in ſuch and ſuch a compalſle- of: _ ”.. 
fprofciſion, ſetting bounds to themſelyes?!*' 3 
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this and that they will -do, - and no more... 


O 'how can men” think that che - God* 
whom you have to do withall is a holy: 
God, Oh che mean and baſe thoughts men - : 23 
do harbour of God, from- the bckoleing © 
fithe lake-warm converſations - of ſuch half 7; 
IChriiſtians ! —_— 
- Secondly , you diſhonour Chriſt and the 7 
ofpel. under which you live, Oh my: © 
friends, 3 
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i” Thedgerofbeing 
= Friends, isit not a reproach to Chriſt, that | 
= 38 ſhould be ſaid , This life which you live þ 
in, 3s that Tife which Chriſt came to pur- | 
$8 / chaſe, and for which he laid downe his | 
life ; did Chriſt come to give life, yea and | 
Z _ abundance of life? Fobx 10.10. and is this | 
= _ that lifc? Is that life which many of us live | 
(who would be accounted partakers of the 
life of Chriſt) like that life which Chriſt 
? came togivc#ctheEvangcliſt ſays,we receive 
 graccfor grace from itim ; but where is it, 
' [and when is ic exerciſed? Ah my freinds, 
Chriſt is reproached in this, when we call 
and account that the life of Chriſt, which is 
but an abomination to him;. Nay this is a 
reproach totheGoſpcl times, in which was 
promiſed a greater meaſure of grace to be 
poured forth, and that God would givea 
more choice and excellent ſpirit tohis ,pco« . 
” ple,Zach. 12.10. But do not the low & luke- 
-- - warm tempers of many pretended Chriſti- 
” ans bring mcan thoughts upon-the Goſpel ,; 
=” — and the times of it, while they live much. 
below the profefiors of Religion in* the 
times of theLaw? | 
3- It is a reproach to the ſpirit of God , 
whole. office it is to ſanAifie and renew 
"the heart ofhis people : what honour does 
the Scripture put upon this? it calls it The 
| beauty | of bolineſs , Pſalm 110. 3. as if; 
there were no beauty but this Now mt | 
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Þ a vilifying of the ſpirit-of e-> 
Fup a dead , cold , heartlefſe profeſſion” 


+.we ſho | | 
| rit works in the hearts of Gods people.. 
Doubtleſs it is from hence that men and #2 
| women have ſuch meane and low thoughts -* 


{ in the lives of thoſe that profefs it , and 


11 fay the Father , the Son, and the Spirit, 
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'withour life and vigour inftcad of the ſan» '* 
[Qtlyping avock of the Spirit of God? as if. 
d ſay, Lo, this is all that the ſpi»- 7 


* 


of ſanAtification, becauſe they (er ſo little 


many do belicve- that. it is nothing but a - 
pretence and a ſhadow, and a notion taken' > 
upamongſt men; and if they do but goto * 
Church ſometimes, and fay their prayers, * 
and þbclceve as the Church beleeves, they ©: 
are as much ſanAified as any ,, for they ſec. 
no.more in others then in. themſelves, bug 
that ſome can talk more then they. - Thus 


they arc all vilified,& all by reaſon of thoſe - } 
who call themſelves Chriſtians, but are _* 


{whom offences come, then much more” 7 


Þ gion in the world: All the Apoſtafices of Pro» © 3 


not, and it there bea woto that man by * 


wo to thoſe men by whom all theſe offen* 
CES COME, | | Pe | b- 
Conſ. 5. Tou are-the greateſi-blats to Relie 


teflors which have hardened many mens 2: 
hearts againſt Religion , have riſen from 
the midſt-of you. There was never an — 2 
Apoſtate in the world , but he mak 2 5 

G7 


EZ Make-warm profeſſor. Look to all" they 
= groſs and damnable crrors which haveJyy, 
=. broken forth, and, the horrible Apoftaſics };; 
- *which have been from the profeſſion of the Þ,, 
truth , and they ſprung up amoneſt thoſe. 
who have been halters with God ; Some 
that have ſeemingly, and in part received. 
= the truth, but have not received ir in the 
z Jove of it.» Theſe. are the people which 
+, God hath-given up to ſtrong deluſions, 
# and arc {wept away with abominable er-_ 
 Tors, and theſc have fallen away in time 
of temptation,becaufe they were not rooted 
and grounded in the truth -; but there was 
never any onedid Apoſtatize and fall away 
=. Wholly and fully from the truth chat was 
& altogether a Chriſtian... If you would not 
E be Apoſtates from the truth'', pray that 
 yourhecarts may be ſound in the ftatutes of 
>» rheLord, Pſal.119. 80. | 
= © Conſid. 6. Tou are men upon whom the 
+ Devil hath the greateſt alvuantage. of any 
men 1 the world ; he choſes you out as 
2 inftruments* to carry - on all his . great 
> works, and to further his grand defignes in 
> the world ; by your help it is,. that he ma- 
© mages all the affairs of his kingdom: it isa_ 
dreadful rhing to think that you ſhould be 
> the chicf pillars of Satans throne ; he chu- 
+ Tesnotout the prophaye , becauſe they are 
= to groſs, they will be caſily” diftovered; » 
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[he cannot ealily engage the godly, becauln” 
©Ithey will diſcover him : the firſt he uſes rig, ©! 


©Abecaole: they are not ſo fit for bis work; the © 


3 Tſecond he cannot ' engage, becauſe they do - "n 
© Iot like bis work; biie when he canntior ſpeed © 
© Fany whereeclſe, then he comes ro you the _ 
© Hformalift and Iuke-warm profeſſor, who 2 
1 Inever fails him;but among you he finds in= _ © 
© [fruments enough , and thoſe he moſt uſes 
1 ffor his cranſa&ions; therefore the devil 
»  |madeuſe of Jadas,and of the falſe brethren 


inthe Churches, & of the Scribes andPhari- 
ſces againſt Chriſt , and the devout women 
[againſt Paul, Gale2,4, Ads 13.15. he uſes 
heſe rather then any other. 

Firſt, becauſe theſe are moſt able to hurt 
he people of God, knowiag their ways 
nd counſels. as the falſe brethren did., 
Cor. 11-26. : 
| Secondly, becauſe their oppoſition to Ries 3 
lgion feems to carry in it ſome weights. «3 

nd reaſon, and men judge there is ſome' 
Feat evil in it which cheſe men ſec,or they: 
yould never oppoſe. The Seribeg and Pha- 
MWices would not ſo oppoſe as they do, if 
— Mey did not ſee more evil in theſe things: 
hen we do, Fobn 7- 48. Have any of the rus: 
”s, or of the Phariſees beleeved or him? - 
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{ Thirdly,itis greater reproachto Religion, ©. 
to the the profeſſors ot ir, when the deyiF 3 
ingage ſome againlt it thathay? profelt, +3 
its 
_ 


-- 234 = A _ ; He danger of being - = 4 
© It: asthe Lord wounds the kingdom of} 
© Sathan by converſion: fo doth Sathanf 
} woundthe kingdom of Chriſt by tempting| 
men to Apoftaſy. | 
.  Confi. 75. Touarethe greateſt bixderer of the} 
E ſalvation of other men. For many have|' 
”- their cycs upon you, and they rcaſon thuy 
= _ with themſelves z theſe men are wiſe men, 
 _andcivil men, they are good men, and{ 
will be wary , they know what they do, 
and we will follow them , we will go nof 
farther then they go. Many that will not 
>  takeaDrunkard, orprophanc Swearer for 
- examplc in Religion, will take one of you 
- fora prciident, whom he ſees to walk 
villy , and morally in your converſations, 
and perhaps he will give more heed to you, 
” * becauſe of your wiſdom and warineſs in 
- the world, then to thoſe who walk mort 


EY cloſe with God; as we ſee the peoplelookedFj; 

,”* more to the Scribes and Phariſees then 
+. to Chriſt, and it was nor the Publican thatY 
E  keptoff ſo many from Chriſt , but the Pha» 
E . riſce 5 ſoIl ſay, that wo may fall upon you 
which was pronounc*d againſt them, and it 
is a fearful one,Mat-23.11.becauſethey nei. 
ther entered into the kingdom of heaven 
themſelves nor yet ſuffered thoſe who were 
entring In to goin. 1 
Conſ. 8. You area peaple of whom the Lord 
Jpeaks no good, Gad is fo tender that - j 
| will 
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4, afford them one good word; we find the 
yet bord who will not break the bruiſed reed, 


who was of Feroboams houſe, 1 King. 14. 13. 


ILaodicea who was of this lukewarm tem- 
or $P<r> be ſpeaks never a word in commenda= 
_. [ton of her , Rev; 3-17. She had high 
thoughts of herſelf, bur God thought not ſo 
got her. Hereproves the reſt of the Churches 
for their fins and threatens ſore , but the 
gcommends ſome good in-every one except 
Laedicea ; thus I ſay the Lord will ſpeak no- 
Jg0od of you; you may perhaps think as 
Shighly of your ſclves as ſhe.did , bueatthe 
"Ylaſt day are like to heae the work of your 
Fſlves of any generation of men whatſve 
ber. E] 

. Conſ. 9g. God doth not onely ſpeak no good 


ot deſpiſed of himy We uſe to ſay he.is 


IChriftianis a poor man; if cherebe any one. 
FSvroor under heaven , for no man carries 
| buch a brand of infamy and reproach upon 
him as hedoth. God does abomjiacel 

bel a man 
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finds it 5 if it be.never ſo ſmall, he will not 
paſs it over without obſervation ; yet when '- © 
e ſpeaks of ſuch as you arc, he caiunos 7 


nor quench the ſmoaking flax, wouldtake' - 4 
notice of ſome good that was in Abijab 


'when he comes to ſpeak of the Church of & ; 


— a w 


if them, but they are of all ſorts of men. 


poor that God hates ; ſurely then the half _ 
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aman'more th $ the prophane 
ſaw, or the ſcoffting-Iſmae!, or the uncleal o 


E-- not ſuchan abhorring to God as theſe mal i 
E- arc willconvince you by two,or three inf p 
- ſtances of this, that you may ſee and feaff þ 
” rtoreſtin ſuch a ſtate as this is. ! See ſuch & 
"temper .compared with him who has nf 2 
Religion atall, Rev.3. 15. I know thy work bb 
that thou art neither cold nor bot , I would tho I 
wert cold or hot , God wiſhes they were ray fo 
* _ ther ſtark cold.God had rather men had nd C 
£* pretence. to Religion at all , that theyl v7 
- were flupid, and had no life nor- mof rx 
tion. at all, then to move thus ; better bltc 
without ſenſe, then not to have a tru: 
fenfe 3 better have no convictions nor ſtir 
rings under the Word, nor pretence to love p 
or/fear God,then not to bein good earnciÞpj 
+ _ betterto do nothing, then to ſtick at anyſth 
- thing. Now this muſt needs be a fad pro/ a] 
 feſfion which God diflikes rather then nth 
& profeſlion: | 


Secondly, ſee it compared with idole|p, 
E try, which ofall fins which do openly ſhewſys 
= themſelves, docs moſt affront God to higfh 
* AFfacc; and therefore the Lord threatens chelne 
F - ſetting up of Idols in his-jealouſic, in theo 
+ .fccond Commandement; the Ir , 

4 REN, c 


the ſwearer Y the unclean perſon, dc y I 
ly 


W 


follow him, So it may be ſaid to the half” 


F Chriſtian, why:doyou -haltbetwixta' Be-' { 


q! 
$ 


to ſerve fin with all thehearr. 


(Ie 
rIphaneſs; we find” the' ſervant who did ' 


'4 but comply with © the: wicked"and+ _ 


tf phane, in cating and drinking with" thery'” 1 
WI that were drunken,yet thregrned more then? ] 
Hall thereſts Mat 24. 49,5035. The Lord of i=; 
Wthat ſervant ſhall come in day when he loo-'' | 


Tketh not for bim, and in an hour that he is not 


»|pareof, and ſhall tut bin #ſunder, and ap<'" * 
WI porn bim his portion-with the® hypocrites ; there_/ ** 
1ſratlibe weezing arid gnaſhing of teeth, Hedid © 


agnot caſt off his ſubj:&ion-to his maſter als 
y together; he ſaid not that he had no maſtery 

, . G 
t 


- , l - ; " 2 = " 
Fw 


uf openly oppoſe God as the Idolater; becauſe”? 
\} he does manifeſtly ungod him. ' But hethat: } 
isa down-right' idolater, is' not fobad- av” 1 
rd hc that is a'halter in the worſhip! of Ged';' 3 
the Prophet complains of the preſent tem-' ; 
per of the children of Iſrael, that they did } 
uf halt betwixt two opinions, they would not 
F clcave to Beal, nor yetts God; 's King. 18 : 
21. And Elijah ſaiduntd all the people, How* 
vl lorig ' balt ye between two opinions? If the - 
"uf LORD be God, follow bim ; but if Baal, then' 


jd}; 'and God ?to have's thedre divided be-"" } 
twixt God and corruptisn, js worſe then} 2 


Thirdly, fee it compared with open pro» | 


nets. ___; 


Phony 


Encither did he caſt off. the; thoughts of his. 
E matters coming, but. he 'removed. them a 
* lictle frpmAims and when he had donethis,- 
'- we do netting thathe.was/a:drunkard, but 
| he began to affaciatewith chem, -he began 
{ tonegle& his duty, and to comply with 
F the prophane; whoar he ſhould have ' cure 
| beds and now:ihe Lord paſles by them, and 
| ſcems.to, take leſs. .Botice.-of., their -@pen, 
| wickedneſs, «then, of his;\ſecreti comply». 
| ance with: it; thus. it is with many who 
| Will not be, or: dare; nat: þe'{weaters,! or 
| drunkards,; bucthey. will keep a hand:or 
+ the drunkarg, or the Segitayy they. will ibe; 
| thetricinds and familiges with fach 'in-1c, 
| CFers they-have:;.npt; gotrenlo: much :zeal; 
> for God; and for-his wayes, asto:defpiſca | 
F vile perſon, Pſain,354;44. but ſuch as theſe 
'. God complains ef by thePrapher, Hoſ. 7. 
| 5..Iſrad was, c:odky not $urned; it you look: 
$ upon their outfide, ahcy, wore: Chroittianss, 
' bur if: youll: C mw fee; the .infide,:they were: 
- jdolaters. -Such Gad will ſpye” aut of his 
| mouth, with the greateſt loathing pothivle3! 
” he does moſt conmmonly..caſt chem, our of, 
' their \ profeſſion; hore, a9d. out.:;of \cbee: 
” Chytch-priviledgepit cheyebe.andar.anyy; 
E 2 Cor. 11.19: Or, knot. here. whenbecamed, 
EF . co Judgement, he will furely;rememiber: 
* theſe; they ſhall be caft,oun betore menyand) 
| | Ange Is, 
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a | portion with bypocrites, there ſhall be weepins © 
21 and gnaſhing of teeth; theſe ſhall have a place 3 
t || in Hell by themſelves, the prophanelſt fort 4 
nj of men will hiſs them out of their compasx * 
h j ny, the Devils will ſtand off from them, - ? 
- | becauſe they ſeemed to be diftin& from * 
d'l themin the world ; and as for 'the'godly, 2 
a. | they ſhall be ſeparated from them, becauſe * 
= they werenot of them,. Thas theſe hypo» * 
o'f| crites ſhall have a place by themſelves, and } 
rf if any worſe then other, it fhall be theirs. : 
ri As of 'all ſorts of ſinners; theſe are the 
ce | worſt, becauſe hypocrites; ſo of all kind ? 
| of hypocrites, theſe are the worſt. It is a * 
Lf great. miſtake amongſt the common peo» 
a ple who think none are hypocrites but * 
ce | they which make fome extraordinary 'pro=- * 


feſsion of Religion, they judge them tobe  ? 
hypocrites; and them oanely who make'4 
greater profeſsion then the common iſtan * 
dard (by which the multitude' meiſare : 
s.] their Religion) will aHow of :. ſo that 
3:] none arc reckoned for hypocrites, but choſe, 2 
fif who arc noted for profctſors. ' This 1 ſay 3 
ie:| isa great miſtake; for there isnot a''wick--,; 
#1 cd manor woman in this place, how pro-? 
| phane ſoever, but'isan hypocrite,” for eve- 2 
x:] ry one here does profeſs himſelt a Chriſti- * 
dj] an; and if it be not ſo,he is an hypocrice; - 
| BED G3, 2 there 3 


O_wRo 


*gherc 1s notone here chat will renounce all 

Intereſt in Chriſt, . or that will openly in 

{words refuſe obedience to him, yea there is Þ 

© not one here bat does at ſome times, 
in ſome waycs profeſſe a ſubje&ion to 
him , and ſhall therefore at the laſt, nor 
* onely be condemned with the prophane, 
| for ſaying Chriſt ſhall not reign over 
+ them, but they ſhall be judged with the 
* Hypocrite for ſaying that they go when 
- they go not, as the evil ſon , Matthew 
©. 21. 30. who addcd alic to his diſobedi- 
> ence. But although amongſt them that 
| callchemſelves Chriſtians ; there be many 
 Kindes of hypocrites, and all that take 
f. thenamc of Chriſtian upon them,are cither 
* Saints or hypocrites, -yct theſe which are 
|. almoſt Chriftians , arc the worlt of hypo- 
- critcs ; he that is almoſt  Chriftian, is of the 
* higheſt form of hypocrites 3 the higher a 
| manriſes in profeſſion, if it be not in truth, 
” thehighcr he ariſcs in bypocriſfic ; for he 
_that does not follow God fully, when he is 
at the height, he is but almoft 2 Chriſtian, 
and chatis butia. raiſed piccegf hypocri- 
* fig ; and when a manis in this condition, 
”. ehis is his miſcry,that all his profeſſion does 
# but increaſe his fin,he is ſo much the more 
an claborate hypocrite. ' Of all pcrfons 
> Chriſt crics out againſt cheſe in the Scrips* 
% | ture. 
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you 8cribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites ? for alÞ\ 
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tare; how often does he cry out , Woe to? 
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the people of the }ews by virtue of their ! 
profeſſion were ſuch , who didl not obey } 
the truth. Burt theſe did cxcel in profeſfie : 
on, they went beyond others in many de. ? 
grees, and yet did not love the truth with- 
all their hearts, therefore he cries out more -? 
againſt the Scribes and Phariſces, hypo» : 
crires, then againſt the Publicans and har- *? 
lots, Hypocrites, Mat. 23.13, 14,15,23,25-.- 
Chriſt did not cry out againſt theſe tor * 
Hypocrites,for doing more then others, bat * 
for not doing what they ought to do ; Hy- 
pocrifie lies not in making more profeſſion* 
then we ought, but in doing leſs then 'we ; 
do profeſs. Therefore althongh he' cone 
demned their hypocrifze, yet he commen= ? 
ded their proteſſion , and ſet people tg* * 
imitate and exceed them, Mat. 5. 20. Ex» * 
cept your rugs exceed the righteouf" ! 
neſs of the Scribes and Phariſees,ye cannot ens | 
ter into the kingdom of heavens | = 

Conſ. 10. Theſe are the greateſt deſpi=*" 
ſers of God, of Heaven, and holineſs, of ©} 
any people. Theſe bring*the greateſt con- ©" 
tempt upon the kingdom' of Heaven of any,” * 
becauſe they comein fight of it, and then**? 
go. back , which is a manifeſt contempt, 1 
God was more angry _ the people 'of* | 
3 
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Trae; for talking of returning back: to E. 
” gypt,when they were in the wilderneſs,then 
F tor all their unwillingneſs to come our of 
' Egypt. Nay, ke was more offended at their 
+ unwillingncſs to go into Canaan, when 
| they cameupon the borders of it, then for 
* all their murmuring at the red Sca, eſpeci- 
| ally when they kad ſeen the fruit of it;this 
© was a manifeſt contempt of the good land; 
for if: they. ſhould have gone back after 
F they came ſg near unto Caxaern, It would 
| have brought more diſcredit upon that land 
- then if chey had never ſtirr'd out of Egypt; 
© for if they had reſuſcd to go out of Egypt, 
»all men. would haye imputed jt to their 
” '3dleneſs 3 but if they had returned, the 
" fault would bave becn laid upon the Jand. 
| If a man paſſes by your ſhops, and inquires 
| not for any commodity, you take little no- 
- tice of him; but if he ſee your goods. and 
7 cheapen them, and leave them, he either 


get will not come ,up to the terms, theſe 
© diſcredit it.” When-men come ſo ncar it as 
rhe.young mangid; who was offered ttand 
| yet lefe ic whenghere was bur one: thing 
© lacking, cheſe do bring the greateſt diſlike 
=. upon 


” wah 
ide ok LA. 


4+ ESSE wy 4. "28" 
fn > {874% I. » F 3 "o 
w ff , Uo ESR 
8 a $242 dr 7 
$ *, 


WT 
bs 


upon the things of God, of any*men lives" 
for theſe men doin effe& fay; It's, ngr fo 1 
much worth; they fay that God offers it ax 
too dear a rate} and'what greater reproach 
can there be caſt upon the kingdom of hea-"* 
ven : then to ſayitis too dear? The pro. 7 
phane ſorc of men' do but negle&ir, they ? 
never ask after it, they cheapen not ; but 
the half Chriftian he ſees 'and*asks, and : 
cheapens, but will not buy;this'is a villify--. 
ing of jit. This is your caſe, youthar are ? 
almoſt Chriſtians z you will be found the 
greateſt contemners of the wayes of God 3 -; 
for other men' fall ſhort out of ignorance , * 
as having--not 'feen or-known God; but. ; 
you come oftentimes ſo near, that you ſece--! 
the Kinzdom of God,as Bzalam did,whoſe 5 
cycs were opened, you taſte of the powers of g} 
the: World to come, you are. made parta« 1 
kers of the Holy Ghoſty and have, found a4 
ſweeneſs inthe' good: Word of God 3 :for | 
you now to ſtop here, or go back again; it - 
muſt needs be a contemning of the, kings | 
dom; you ſay as that young man did.There; 
is not-fo much'worth in the ſame ro. coun? 
tervail the' Ioſs *of- all other things, Chriitz 

will pur that interpretation upan your nos! 

tions, which he did upon the Jews, Joh 
15. 24. For you have ſecn and hated both; 

me and my Father, The fins 'of ignorant? 
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$44 The dangerof being | 
E perſons are accounted, but negle&, but the 
{ fins of ſuch agareconvinc'd, will be judg. 
| £d hating of God'; becauſe ſuch do know: 
ingly caſt away the' offers of the Goſpel, 
}- andrefuſe the kingdom of God, and their 
| refufingis nota bare negle&ing to receive 
" It, but a-deſpiling of it. 


F- Con(id- 11. Such-men have the leaſt plea» 
| ſureot any. | They ſtand betwixt the-plea» 
| ſures of the world, and the pleaſures of the 
| Saints., and enjoy. neither. Such a man 
© cannot ſhare with the Epicure in the 
| pleaſures ofthe fleſh, becauſe of his conviti- 
> cn$ ; theſe givea check: to his Juſts;' ſo that 
- he. cannot take that liberty that his heart 
| doth deſire.; this unhappineſs is that his 
}. hart is not mortified-to the love of fin, yet he 
Fe dead to the pleaſure. of fin; that which is 
| {weet to others .is bitter to himz not-be- 
| cauſc he loves ie not,” but becauſe he finds 
;fome-gnawing ofthe worm of conſcience, 
which will. not let him be quice in his 
Hluſts. If he go tothe Ale-houſe, he fits uns 
Lealily there , becauſe conſcience accuſes 
him; if he gocs not thither, he is not qui- 
ret, . becauſe his heart is chere, In. the midit 
of his laughrcer, there is keavineſs in his: 
theart-; in his ſinful pleaſures he is ſad, and 
Fenjoys.not what others do, or what ” has 
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almoſt a C briſtian. | ” " 
doric in former times : Time was, he cout& 
hearken to his carnal appetite in anythings © 
'* | and it was plcaſant to-him; but:it isnob ? 
LI now; conſcience cither: reftrains hinv- © 
ri from the fin -he loves; :and+ this cannot} - 
© Þ pleaſe him, or ce ic with-holds from him 
the pleaſure of the fin he commits,and this: 1 
mult needs be fad, vir this,: he lofeth- - 


£24 

Ry 
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the pleaſure of duty , if- conſcience: puts: -* 
him upon any: duty, he Joſes alſo the plea=: -3 
ſure of that, - becauſe it is not performed: +: 
wich an ypright heart ;/he wants a new nas: ? 
ture to make the-duty pleaſant unto him:;- . 1 
he wants holy and ſpiritual affe&ions' in; - * 
it, to make him dclight in his work 5 and>. ; 
although inſome Ordinances be may-have\ * 
| | ſome flaſhes of jÞy, yet he wants :that-<ens+- 
' | Gant ſpieitual comfort \.and- refreſhing; - | 
| | which Gods peopk have-inthe-{ervice and+- 
worſhip of Gad ; he: cannot fay that his: * 
chiefeſt jay lies -in his. duties 5 he cannor; * 
ſay as Da7id, that God puts more this way +; 
into his heart, then when Corn-:and:Wine: 
increaſeth, Pſa. 4. 7+ Nay,we find that this 
may be, and is the frame of fuch as find na 
comfort in following. God, thar they are: * 
burthened with duty ;. the peopleof: Iſrael +" 
who delighted to- approach unto. 'God, as-:-: 
we find, Iſa. 58.2.they ſeek.me daily, : and: 8 
dclight to know ey ways, yet ſaia, Whenz-1 

Kan © will: i3 
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PR —_ The dunger: of being 

will che Sabbath be over? Am. $5. And 

- fach as thefe do often upon this account]. 

+ Apoſtatize from the wayes of God, and 

| then they: do reproach them moſt of ' any 

| perſons, -as'thofe hypocrites did, Mal. 3, 

* 24+ who: ſaid, It is in yain to ſerve God. 

+ Now lay thefe things together, and ſee in 

*. whata ſad caſe theſe men are; they have 

| neither the pleaſures of the wicked, nor of 

F- the godly : Wicked men have their good 

*.- things here, the godly have their good 

F things hereafter. The wicked ſeem to have 

| one Heaven, ths godly hath ſometimes two 

" (a Heaven of peace and joy in the Holy 

+ Ghoſt here, and a Heaven hereafter alſo) 
bat :the balf Chriftian hath uo Heaven, nci-|- 
ther here norhercafter. The open prophane 
have one heaven, the godly two, the hypocrite || 
#0#e. $0 that t& may be ſaid of them truly, 

* that they are of 'a}t men moſt miſerable, 

' becauſe their-hopeand comfort ig onely in 

_ this life, 'and yer it. is nothing confiderable 


=  Confid.12-Such men' as theſe doloſe them 
Helvesto all partics. They are eſteemed of 
- þy nons, though they deftgn/to be hono- 
_redof all. Firſt of all, they Tofe' their cre- 
dir and repute with their od companions 
by theie profeſsion. That reformation 
=o | which 


"" alnioft « Chriffith. m8” 
which'they have'made already,” may pere« ® 
. haps make the profancrand oofer ſort calt - ? 
df them off as not fit for them, Andialthoaugh : 
y | they deſpiſe thenrfor: their profeſſion, yer - 2 
> | the godly will notheartily embrace *thim, 
Lf they are as much dif-ſatisficd with their © 
nf profeſsion,thatic isno more,as the otherare--: 
ef] troubled that it is ſo much. Thus they . | 
f | are caſt off by their old friends befgrethey - ] 
dF are received" of the new, and by this .,! 
d | means they are diſticate 'of both. © The +} 
e | prophane ſort think ' they are too ftri& -* 
of forthem, andthe godly ſuſpet they are -1 
y | too large for them ; they are too hot far the © 
one, and tot coldforthe other;one thinks 
« | he looks too Hke a Parittan, and the. other. - 
e | doubts heis too much a formaHiſt;and upon. -* 
- this account he is deferted of ke = wan : 

f 


e 
» | Bit, which is in the body like a Muſe, ;: 
» | and: yet winged like a bird, is excludgd -? 
» | from the ſociety both of Birds and Reafts. :; 
> | Theyareplic'd'berwixr the godly and the :; 

wicked, 2s fome'Divines have 'drawn' $4; 1 

lbmons PiAure, betwixe Hzayen and Hell,' ; 
- | not knowing in which'ro place him. If 7 
' | they ſhould be placed among the pfophane 2 
, | they would be oft-mided; having eſcaped: 
' | the corruptions of the wortd throug!! Eiffy's 
| and. it you place them among the Gedtvy? 

youu ſhould wrong the gencration. ot rhe - 


Jaltsx, 
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Wn # The danger of be ing 
© Juſt. knew in my time in the Univerſity, | 
© three DoQors heads of houſes, 


- One was an Innovator... 
 -. The ſecond accounted. a Paritan« 
'-* The third was recken'd a Neuter.. A 
* witty Scholler preſented them thus. 


The oh in a Coach driving to Rome. . 
The ſecond driving to Genevab.. . . 
| The third running on foot, begging 
; ſometimes the one, ſometimes the other 
; to. receive him 3 yet | both refuling. 
\ Such arc theſe Neuters in Religion, lefc 
| out..-by all. All thoſe which are but 
almoſt Chriſtians, arc but Neuters at the 
- beſt.. They. are not what they were, and 
| they are not what they- would ſeem tobe; 
- and ſo 'being -of neither. kind, they are 
| refuſed of both. It is hard for any man to. 
| make any profefiion of a change withoug 
> troubling the prophaner part-of-men; and 
-It.is as hard for any man that. is. noe truly 
| changed,. to make ſuch a profefiion as to 
- pleaſc the godly. The people of God will 
| find out-their cold formal ſpirits, under the 
E molt zealous profcſiion that. may be ; that, 
-profciſion muſt be very handſomly. put on, 
Fthat muſt coyer the 0)d unregencrate heart 
Fforatimes; bur if it ſhould do ſo, it woe 
—_— ike 


Yo 
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hath the half Chriſtian. He is deſpiſed bythe - 


| more totake hold.of in him, then inthe * 


like to hide it Jong from the eyes of Gods 3 
ple; and when this is once difcoverd, 
there is no greater abhorring to them. /;;;/+ 7 
The Neuter ſilt hath leaſt friends, fo 7 


prophane, rejefted of the godly, and loved heare 
tily of none. bo & pt xÞ 
Conſid. 13+ Such people arc in: greateſt- *? 
danger of being hardened of any. The lighs 
and knowledge which they: have, togethey 
with the profeſſion which they - make does © 
but dazle them, and thereby -they are bee, * 
fool'd into a geod opinion. of themſelves, 2: 
and reft quiet in their ſuppoſed good eſtate * 
until the day of wrath comes upan. them 1 
unawares: : There Is more: hope: of. con» 2: 
verting a prophane wretch, then a formal 
protefiour. For a man hath. more advan=  : 
tage upon ſuch a one, having ſomething }; 


other. | If a man- deal with, a drunkard, 
{wearer, or unclean perſon, you have his _ 
natural light, common reccived principles,.. : 
and his conſcience to take hold of, which; : 
will all take part. with you in this caſe; + 
Bat natural light, common-principles and!  ; 
natural conſcience will not.ſerve to. detet + 
this man, they will all rather riſc up and: : 
plead his cauſe. For a little profeſſion 2 
and weak. pzrformances ſerve to quit the; *: 
con{ſct» 


= | The danger of being 

Conſcience, and make it lie down :well 
” Catisfied. Fim that conſcience would not 
ſuffeyto bc quiet (in an” Ale-houfe, 'nor in 
the- pollations of ' the World, yet may be 
quiet in. the peyformatice of fome duties, 
F though they be done without the exerciſe 
| Yof any grace, lItis harder to faſten a con- 
* vi&ion upon ſach mens ſpiries, then upon 
any others,” becauſe their ſins Tie more 'in- 
ward,andare hid from theeyes of men; yea 
' _ and therefore from che light of their own 
conſcisnces. Hence it is that the Lord makes 
the conviAion of unbcliet ſe great a work, 
Fob. n6-7,'8. be fayes the ſpirit ſhould come 
. to convince of this. Natural conſcience 


does convince of: drunkenneſs and fwear-f 


ing, of idolatry and uncleanneſs,but jt doth 
not convice of unbelief, becauſe this is a 
fin of the heart. Nay, Unbelief is not always 
alikg eafie to be detefied, it a more eaſily diſco- 
wered whon it ties under prophaneſs, then 
when it ties under profeſſion ;''ie is eaſter ro 
convince a drunkard'unbeleever, or an uns 
| glean unbelcever, then a praying unbeleee 
| ver becauſe his unbelicf lies more curiouſ- 
© Ty hid, and is where we would not expeR. 
# -Ficnce it js that.the Scribes and Phariſees 
> were ſo hardly convinc'd, and fo few of 
= them were converted by the preaching of 
- the'Goſpel; yea the publicans and the Har- 
—rA ; lots 
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19x, 
lots entred into the Kingdome of ' God be. - 
ot | fore them ; when the word took hold of the 
in| Publicans and Harlots they confeſt their 
De | fins and were humbled;but the Scribes and 
s, | Phariſccs juſtified themſelves; Conſcience 
ſe] accuſed one, and excuſed the other 3 there« * 
1- | fore one was convinced and converted, but + 
n || the other was lifted up and hardned, 
1-j| - Confid. 14. He that is but almoſt aChrie 
22a | tian, is in a ſad condition, becauſe of "the 
nj miſerable dif- appointments of the laſt day, 
es | doubclefle this is one of the woes pronoun 
&, | ced againſt thoſe who are lifted up to Hea= 
xe || yen, and from thence caſt down to Hell. To 
:ef| fall from ſuch hopes and confidence, and 
r= | preſumptions,as many-half-chriſtians have, 
hjj to a ſtate of miſery” (as much below other 
a | men,as their hopes were abovetheirs) muſt 
ys | needs be an extremity of miſery, to fall 2: 
= | down a precipice,from an expeQation and 
|| affurance of heppineſle, to be plunged in 
o| endlefs andremedileſs griet.,8& horror g this 
[| muſt needs be a double Hell. Theſe are the 7 
«| men and women that have piniſhment of ; 
CG | Loffc as weil as ſenfe. The puniſhment of - 
t. | lofſe is noching ſo conſiderable to other : 
51 men.,as itistothem. For, for a man to Toſe. © 
f | thar which he neither had, nor hoped for © 
ff nor cared for, is but ſmall cowhar its to'. 4 
him'that hopedit, attemptedit, and :con«" -; 
cluded 


- almoſt a Chriſtian, 
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| wht: - The dangerof being 

E eluded him(clt in a manner -poſſefſed of iti | 
F A man that.never meant to go to Sea, norf 
” carcd for merchandizing, laments not that] 
' hehath nor the riches of the Trdzes, becauſe 

Y he never ftudicd for,nor indeavour'd it. But 
FF he Merchant that victuals & mans his ſhip, 

| and goes along voyage, and fails of his de- || 
| ſign in the very Continent,or-that-is rake 
 eoming back, or is forced to caſt all over- 
board in a ftormywhen he is within fight of 

* his own'\{hoar;. he is. tormented with this F 
* Jofſc,fecls it, and ſmarts under it. The very. 
Joſs of ſuch a mans hopes, is as great an ate 
" fliftion-as can befal him.. Thus doubtlefſe F' 
: the barc loſſe of Heaven, will bz a Hell to 
che half Chriſtian, -and will fill bieff 
| ſoubwith inconceiveable ſorrow. Beſide 
- theruniſhment of his hypocrifie (which 
| ſhall increaſe his pain ) he ſhall be more 
- . exquitely tortured with the ſenſe of his. 
 ©Isfle then orher men, which will-be like a 

wing Worm continually affliQing his: 

| ſoul, and, wy be as bad, if not worſe, then 
| all che devils can inflit upon-him. - Was 
E it hot think you a ſad aggravation. of the 
miſery of the fooliſh Virgins,:Cwho kepe 
” company all.cheir dayes with the wiſe) to. | 
E be ſeparated from them, and to be reckae, F* 
| ned with che tranſgreſſors ? Oh were they 
not in hell in their. ſpirits, as ſoon as they: 

We | ſaw 
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| = alt aChriftian. Is3 I 

.: [ſaw their Lamps gone out?what a darkneſs 2 

was then.upon the face of their ſouls?. ut 
ter. darkneſss, and deſparing thoughts, 
blacker then any that ever covered the fdce 

of Egypt. Wag not ( think you.) their 

- trouble greatly increaſed by the acceſſion 

© Bot chis evi] unto the reſt, that this. was an 

. fſunlooked for grief >:they roſe totrim their 
flawps with confidence of being: able: to 

walk. by the light of their Lamps, as' well 
asthe-other. But when they came'to the 
door, and found that: ſhat againſt them, 

ndcry*'d, Lord, Lord, and had no other 
angluage, . but I know:you not; how-do you - 
hink cheir hearts could held any longer > _ © 
did they not now break, and did they not 
ow begin to. beat their wretched. breafts _ 

+4, Raſtcy then they had; beaten. at the door, 

nd lamentthemſclyes, wiſhing that. they 

onld; but ' find any: place to hide them-- 

lves:from his.power, wha could-not- get- 

-. Into his favour ?And all this being carried 

n Þack-to their former condition, muſt needs; -; 

. Flick them- 3: they a few hours fince. © 
ad their Lamps burning, -and ſhops openg* 5 

, Fhcre: they might have bought oyl. for; 2 

o Peir veſſcls,but now their.Lamps are- gone © 

\. Fot,- and-theſhops are all ſhut, and no pyo»: © 

y Jifion is laid up, nor none to be gotten for. 
nity. i 2 
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” had firong hopes of being ſaved,: bus now 


what they: bad. | What do: you think-is the 


j | theminto another hell? ſurely che puniſh-] 


” ons; made preat promiſes, male ſomeabÞr 
tempt npon Reformartion;/ taken up a profu 


54 -. CThedauger of biing 
Oh it was not many hours fincegthat they 


they have none; Oh row they wiſh they bad 
tht hope again, or wiſh they had never had as 
#y, that the remembrance of ic might not 
torment.them; but this cannot be? they can 
neither recover what they have loſt, nor forget 


condition of theſe poor. ſouls ?- are. not] 
they inchellalready?: is: irnecedfull to caft 


ment of lofſe doth deeply aMli& them, and] 
if they ſhould be lefc under the bare ſen-| 
tence of an excluſtom fromthe Kingdomeſ 
of:Gad, 'they.would ſuffer in ſome propors| 
tion with'-the reſt of the damned; - whatf 

| 


then will be their miſery, when they thall 
be thrown .amongſ the damned - and caft 
into utter darknefſe 2 Oh my friends think} 
onitheſc things, :and: take heed that ehii 
benotyourcaſe.Ifcar it-will be thus with 
ſome" of you: that /are here ,''that ſome. off 
you will be found dead” like the Levitel 


L  concubine, with" your bands upon' the threſ- | 
| bold of - the houſe . and Kingdome - of God, 


= 


ſome: of you that have had great-conviet 


; [ 
[ 


feſhon,and gone ſo far as to give ſome hopea 


|... to. others, perhaps much more to yourfC 


ſelves} 


" 
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. almoſt a Chriſtiane h 
this hope 3 if you do, it will be 
rable forthem of Sodom and Gomorrah then 
for you. 
of the ſad and woful eftate of tuch as are 
almoſt Chriſtians, and though what I have 
ſaid may convince you, that ſuch as theſe 
arc in a miſerable conditions yet words 
are too weak, 'and our conceptions are, all 
t6o ſhallow to. expreſlc,' or take in the-ins 
expreflible. and inconceivable wretcheds 
nefſe of the men of this rank andorder in 


the World That which. Francis Spire | 


breathed out in agony of his ſoul, when he 


felc a Hell kindled in his conſcience, theſe 


men will breath out at laſt in-Hell;: : Qh 


what a fearful thing is is-(ſaid: he) to be. | 


almoſt a Chriſtian, 


CONCLUSION. «| 
' Some DireGqions how to guaid this ' evil 
| temper. 45 


BY you will ſay, How ſhall [ doto avoid , +; 
this evil frame and temper which you*/ 4% 
Jhave diſcovered? what ſhall we do that we! 2 
may not be halt Chriſtians 2 I ſhall: ſhag 
up the application of this Do&rine with 
you that deſire't6 bee- 
Chriſtians indeed. | ed £55 Oh ol 

| 1. Direfts —— 
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wane. 


a few dirc&ions to 


ſclves, take heed that you do not fallfrom * 
e.tole-  : 


Thus I have given you-z glance I 
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- 356 —- Thedangerofbeing- Þt 
E- 2. Dired. If thou wouldeft be altoge-J 
8. ther a Chriſtian,then labour to be very ex+! 
” a@ in thyficſt works ofChriſtianity; if chou | f 


}  -would' build bighzbe ſure to lay the foan+ F « 

*,. tion well; make a good beginning, if 

' "everthou wouldft ſce a good end. Ir was | 2 

- the Lords advice to the Church of Epheſus, | t 
Rev.'2. 5. and there can be no b:tter gi- | { 

- ven. Do thy firſt works, labour to revive | i 

# the ſenſe of fin which thou hadſt at firſt, [1 
and call to minde how apprehenſive thou t 


* . wert of thy need of Chrift; renew thy 
> cloſe with Chrift, and chooſe him as 
= frcſhas if thou hadſt never choſen him. Be 
* often in cheſefirft works 3 for though halfs. 
- Chriſtiansarcdefc&ive in many things, yet 
|. the ground-and reaſon of all their defeRts 
} His inchis, that they were never right and 
— found inthe beginning. Fheir firſt works 
of clofing with Chriſt, and humbling their 
-  ſoals:for: fin, was never truly performed 
yet3- and whatever is built where the foun- 
dation is weak will fall. Jo 
-., | 2: Dire#. Study Goſpel perfe&ion, for |t 
- \knowGod requires a perteQion now under 
- the Goſpel, as well as hedid under the 
” Law; though that perfc&ion which the |d 
- LawTcquires,. cannot be attained vow by- |f 
. any, Fet there is another perfeCion ſuited. 
+ to the Golpcl, and to thy ſtate and condi- þ. 
— ATA tion }- 
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Frion required (viz.) Firſt a perfe&ian of 
-© Dcfire. . | pl 


F | Sccondly of deſign ; it is not a bare de-, © 
U 


fire, but of deſires combined and ſtrongly 1! 
+F contriving to attain the end, 1 
fÞ Thirdly, Of indeavours ; theſe defigng * » 
8 | are not the bare ſecret workings off the * 
, | thoughts, and the idle thoughts of the 
- | luggard, who would have his work done; 
e | if it couldbe done withthinking while he + 
\ [lies and ſtretches himſclfupon his bed; but 3 
theſe defignes muſt be brought farth into - 


U 
7 fad, and back'd with all the uſg of the - 
- | mcans, which may further and facilitats 
e [ſuch a work. 1:01 
«| Fourthly, There is a perfeion of ſelf 
t | rcf1gnation ; though thou canſt not ſervethe 
$ [Lord perteQly with any member of the/bos 
1 |dy,or any faculty of the ſoul, yet thourmuſt 
s frcfign all theſz to the Lord, to labour to '4 
; ſerve the Lord, both aQively and paſſively, © 


by and with all theſe. "It 
| 3+ Dired, Keep a deepand tender ſenſe 
Jof thy own failings to humble thee, and 
to quicken thee to look after this perfeQi® 
jon ; for nothing makes men fit down. ſhort 7 
(of this, but pride of ſpirit, and wanr'ot.a, 
| due fcarch and inquiry into their own des, 2 
- [fe&ions ; it was this which made Paulprefſe © 
| [forward, Ph313. 12, 13, 14. I count " 4 
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e thaye' yer fre har and ſvety 
abc il t lo accountof thy ſelf; if thou 
4 ” dbelt bur take an account of thy daily fab 
| * wg. but pride of {pirit” and an overſight 
> of our own ſpiritaal wants and weaknefles,f 
” makes us fit down, ſhort of the mark, as} 
| Wghoeted Laodicea did, Rev. 3. 17. 
Drrec. B: much in eying of Peat ; 
Cheilt, who is thy true patern,' by whom 
cou: art to walk , and'to- whom thoy 
oughreſt to be conformed, 1. Jo, 2.6, Hel 
thatſaysthat he abidcs in Chriſt, ought to 
walk' even as [Chriſt walked. | Nothin s f 
= doth ſo mich ftintand ftreighten the oh 
rits of men, as the looking to low and}: 
ean examples of holineſs ; bur ſurcly if | 
we did look tothe Lord Tefus, whoſe life| 
ts" layed before us ſo eminently in thei 
| 
| 


word, we. ſhould ſee cauſe enough to be 
humbled when we are at higheſt, and not}! 
fit down\underany attainments, ſeeing we 
fall ſhort ſo far of him who: is our pattern; Þ 
* 6. Dire&. B=- ſure to makecon{cience of | 
the inward and hidden part of duties,make' 1 
Conſcience of that which no eye ſces but] 
-  theLords. Men may fee the outward. at 
M = and the external ornaments as flouriſhes” of 1 
q Fifts and parts; 'buthave thou'a chief cateÞ} 
 toexcrciſe grace in every thing; tor this} 

is tha! which makes thee paſs for a Chrifti*F 
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ly * before God, whitevers makes thee 
oofiuch before men. If thou peg; as th 

AN ©] veſſel hall not be found empty/at af Lo 
ht thou be-condemned for an empey utfii 2 


es; profeſſor. 
6.*Dire&,. Never think thy ſelf cog oh 
a Chriſtian, ſo long as thou findeſt any' fo.” 
[much a Chriſtian as thy ſelf. You know 
Mm | when men_run ina race together, a man. 
ou {docs not &ntent himſeifto .run as faltas 
Je | othegs, butif any. comes up with him, *vr A 
to ſnecr kxim, , ic makes him ſtrive, and: pug . » 
ao | forth all his ſtrength in running, that he 4 
fl ay keep ill jn the head of the company, 
id | and lead the way toall. He fears if any 
if} one (hould' come up with him, that he 
fe | would take the prize from him; thus it 
hehould be with a Chriſtian, who ſhould. 
be [thus run, ifkewould obtain, x Cor. 9 26 Þ 
ot 4 not as It wers to get a prize with others,bur 24 
ve aprizc from all others, -- --:”. 3 
1: Laſtly, Whatever thy condition be, or 
of | how great i6cyer thy attainments are, yet 
xe flabour to be much more a Chriſtian then © 2} 
thou art 3 if chiou ſhouldeſt excel all others, 
et then make it thy buſinefſero excel thy * 
lf; ſo ſhalt thou be ſure notto fall unde = 
ſq '' weight of this heavy word, which back. 
is, cen ſpoken to thoſe who are. e but alr noſt - 
zhriſtians. | 


i*F 
a# ; 


F INS. 


7” a SY © 
7 PoPo ge 


, Whew 8.2  LLRES 3 SE 
® % a Ae DS LN 
o FOI « SE” 5.77 2 Rs HE 4. bo oe 
Fe $9 Ear.” lth => , 4. NA le 1 
Wy > " LANCE a _—_ \ 3 
wh one /. 4. ; 


